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Content
Session 1: Basic method of interaction (Part 1) + case study
Session 2: Basic method of interaction (Part 2) + case study
Session 3: Full method of interaction : case study
Session 4: Defending the faith: Bible and existence of God
Session 5: Defending the faith: Creation + Christ
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Session 5: 
Defending the faith in evangelism
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Tonight:

3. Defending creationism

4. Defending the Person of Christ
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Why creationism?

I have chosen only 4 topics to defend (Bible, 
existence of God, Person of Christ and creationism).

Surely it is not such an important topic? Why focus 
on it?
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Why creationism?
Response:
i. The devil has attacked the doctrine of creation in a major 

way. He must see it as a bastion of truth to remove.
ii. It impacts the identify of God: God often identifies Himself 

as the Creator. “I made…”
iii. It establishes God’s absolute ownership of everything and 

everyone.
iv. It therefore establishes God’s complete authority to judge 

and dictate human motives, morality and actions.
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CASE STUDY

You are witnessing to a colleague at work and explain 
the Biblical position of creation. They object: “There 

is no way you can believe that the world was 
created! That is superstitious. We all know the big 
bang and evolution explain the universe and the 

world around us. Geology has also proven the earth 
to be billions of years old.”

8

How would you respond to this?
What would your approach be?
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Defending creationism:

1. Origins
i. The origin of the universe (matter, 

energy and life): Creator
ii. The complexity and design in universe: 

Designer
2. Young earth
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(i) Origins

(i) The existence of matter / energy: Science and 
experimentation has proven: FROM NOTHING, NOTHING 
COMES. There has to be a first cause!

BIG BANG does not solve this essential problem. If there was a 
BIG BANG, there must have been “something” in existence to 
go BANG. What was this “something” and where did it come 
from?
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Illustrate: empty, vacuum sealed glass jar

After 1 000 000 000 years, what will you have?

Someone must have made matter / energy!
Science teaches every event has a cause.
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(i) Origins cont.

(ii) Complexity and design:

Second law of Thermodynamics: every system left to itself 
moves from order to disorder. A house left to itself 
deteriorates! It has yet to be observed that a tornado moving 
through a yard strewn with bricks, nails, wood and tiles would 
build a house. Evolution requires billions of years of the 
opposite effect: a movement from disorder to more complexity. 
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Ever seen this??
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So… When we see “things” that are complex and have 
intricate working parts that work together to achieve a 
purpose, we ALWAYS anticipate and acknowledge they 
were designed by someone. WHY NOT WITH PLANTS, 
ANIMALS AND HUMANS? 
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“To grasp the complexity of the cell, we need to magnify it 1000 million 
times until it is 20 kilometres in diameter. We would see a large, 
spaceship like structure, with millions of openings allowing a 
continuous stream of materials in and out. Inside, we would enter a 
world of extreme complexity and bewildering design. We would find 
highly organised conduits and corridors, all with raw materials shuffling 
along in perfect unison. Operations requiring artificial language, 
decoding systems, memory systems and control systems would  all be 
in place. We would be witnessing an object resembling a manufacturing 
plant of extreme complexity, with one additional feature – it could 
replicate itself within a few hours. (Blanchard, 1999: 295ff)”. It is vastly 
more superior to any man made machine or factory and without 
parallel in the non-living world. And yet it weighs less than a billionth of 
a gram!
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This evolved…

?
But this was made…

Self-focusing, self-
adjusting, self-cleaning, 
self-healing, waterproof…
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Irreducible complexity…
Def: a single system which is composed of several 
interacting parts, where the removal of any one of the 
parts causes the system to cease functioning. For 
example, flight, sight or hearing.

This refutes the evolutionary idea that small 
incremental changes can bring about such a complex 
system. It just does not work!
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Defending creationism:

1. Origins
i. The origin of the universe (matter, 

energy and life): Creator
ii. The complexity and design in universe: 

Designer
2. Young earth
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2. Evidence for a young earth:
• Oldest tree 4 300 years old – why no older?
• Oldest reef 4 200 years old – why no older?
• The earth’s rotation is slowing – going back 

millions of years, it would be spinning way too 
fast!

• Earth’s declining magnetic field – if older than  
25 000 years old, could not support life.

• Salt in the oceans.
• Etc…
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Defending creationism: 
summary

1. Origins
i. The origin of the universe (matter, 

energy and life): Creator
ii. The complexity and design in universe: 

Designer
2. Young earth
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Tonight:

3. Defending creationism

4. Defending the Person of Christ
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CASE STUDY

You are witnessing to a friend about Christ. She 
objects: “I acknowledge that Jesus was a good man 

and had wonderful insight. But so have other 
religious figures in history. And you cannot seriously 

expect me to believe He rose from the dead! ”
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How would you respond to this?
What would your approach be?
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Circularity (slide from session 4)

2. We do use the Bible to prove the Bible:
• There is no higher authority.
• This is the presuppositional approach: we are loyal to 

the Scriptures to govern our thoughts and 
arguments.

• The circle is made “broad” by introducing 
archaeology, historical records and the like to show 
the Bible corresponds to the world we live in.
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Defending the Person of 
Christ:

1. The contradiction of “just a good man.”
2. He committed no sin at all.
3. He performed miracles.
4. He raised Himself from the dead.
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(i) The contradiction of “just a good man”

Such claims are either lies or the truth. If lies, then Jesus is not 
good. If the truth, then why don’t you believe His claims? 

John 8:58 Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before 
Abraham was, I AM.”

John 11:25: Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He 
who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through Me.
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(ii) He committed no sin at all

Jesus was a perfect man, committing no sin. No one 
else can claim this.

In John 8:46 the Lord Jesus challenged anyone to find any sin or 
fault in Him. To date, no one has been able to prove any sin or 
wrong doing by Jesus. Even at His trial, the Jewish leaders had 
to try and use false witnesses (Matt. 26:59-60).

Hebrews 4:15: For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted 
as we are, yet without sin.
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(iii) He performed miracles
John 11:41-44 Then they took away the stone from the place 
where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and 
said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. 42 And I 
know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who 
are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent 
Me.” 43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” 44 And he who had died 
came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face 
was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and 
let him go.”

32

(iii) He performed miracles

These miracles were complete, instantaneous, verifiable and 
undeniable. They prove His claims.

John 20:30-31 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 
but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in 
His name.
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(iv) He raised Himself from the dead

John 2:19-21 Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  20 Then the Jews 
said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 
You raise it up in three days?” 21 But He was speaking of the 
temple of His body. 
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(iv) He raised Himself from the dead

1 Cor. 15:3-8 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by 
Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over 
five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part 
remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that 
He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of 
all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.
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(iv) He raised Himself from the dead

i. Multiple eyewitness – not a few radicals
ii. By many at once – not hallucinations
iii. By people who were initially sceptical 

(Thomas) – not desperately trying to “make 
believe…”

iv. No one could produce the body
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Summary:
Defending the Person of 

Christ:
1. The contradiction of “just a good man.”
2. He committed no sin at all.
3. He performed miracles.
4. He raised Himself from the dead.
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Concluding thoughts: 
Conversations in evangelism 

I hope:
1. Your faith has been strengthened.
2. You have been better equipped to defend the faith.
3. You are increasingly used by God to help those 

who are seeking to find Christ.
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BIG Thanks

To all who helped!
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