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CASE STUDY

Session 3: Your cousin comes to visit from overseas. After

. . di ing h , “My girlfriend and |
Full method of interaction : inner one evening he says, “My girlfriend and | are

living together in London. It makes so much sense —
case StUd}[ to save money by sharing the rent, and to see if we
are compatible for marriage. Fortunately, people
have moved on from “Victorian” times, and don’t
judge living together as wrong anymore.”

A useful “method”

Step 1. Ask guestions. Listen carefully to understand
their point of view / beliefs / worldview.

What type of questions to ask to establish
someone’s worldview?

Step 2. Raise some problems with their position. Questions that answer four main issues:
(i)  Whoam I? Where did | come from? (Origins)
Step 3. State the Biblical position. (i)  How do I know good from bad? (or What is wrong with the
world?)
Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works”. (iii) - What is my life’s meaning?

(iv) What will happen when | die? (What is the solution?)
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So let’s practice our basic
method.

Step 1: Go for it!

So what type of a person are we dealing with?
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So what type of a person are we dealing with? Explain significance of this worldview:
Modernism Postmodernism - Moral basis for most movies
(Atheistic) I — - Sexual revolution (started with modernism)
Y ] v’ No absolute truth - Gender fluidity: choose your own gender
Can find truth v’ Only personal “truth” - Sci-fi: question reality (Movies: Matrix, 13t floor)

v’ Through reason j EDvefthh'”g relative ity / - Postmodernists can believe a variety of different,

v’ Through education St‘:r:z::;ur own reality haphazard things as it is “truth for me”. Their

v' Through science worldview does not even need to be coherent. After

v Move away from all, there is no real truth.

“religious” belief - (DA Carson: Gagging of God and deconstructionism)
9 10
o ”n
A useful “method
) ) Step 2: Raise some problems with their position....

Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to

understand their point of view / beliefs / What type of problems to raise? How are we to

worldview. assess a worldview?

Step 3. State the Biblical position. (|) Is it cgherent and conswtept. [Be careful here.]

(i) Does it make sense of reality?

Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works”. (iii) Does it “open up life and not shut it down?”
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So let’s practice our basic
method.

Step 2: Go for it!

2. Raise some problems about their position....

(i) Isit coherent and consistent?

a. There is no objective RIGHT and WRONG, but it is WRONG
to believe in absolute truth / morals. (We cannot be sure
about anything...except that there are no absolutes!)

Relativism is self-defeating, as they

ﬁ insist they are right about their
relativism, but their belief system
says that no one is right!
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2. Raise some problems about their position....

(ii) Does it make sense of reality?

a. So we cannot say murder , rape etc are ABSOLUTELY
WRONG. Yet we intrinsically know this to be always wrong.
Especially if something happens to you or a family member.

b. Even postmodernists believe in publicly accessible truth that
is valid for everyone — gravity, poison etc.

2. Raise some problems about their position....

(iii) Does it “open up life and not shut it down?”

a. “Allis meaningless” must then be one of the many options
that is acceptable.

b. Suicide must be a valid / acceptable option.

c. Survival of the fittest must be a valid option — rape and
plunder...

d. Crime must be a valid option as a lifestyle — then society
becomes ungovernable.
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A useful “method”

Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to
understand their point of view / beliefs /
worldview.

Step 2. Raise some problems with their position.

Step 3. State the Biblical position.

that the Biblical position “works”.

Learning 2: State the Biblical position.

What must we state? Everything?

- Biblical worldview
Four main issues:

(i) Existence of God = whoam I? where do | come
(i) Creation = from?

R R How do | know good from bad /
(iii) Fall of man into sin = Whatis wrong with the world?

(iv) Redemption => What will happen when | die /
what is the solution?
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Lesson ONE from Case study

Step 3. State the biblical position.

Four main issues: _
(i) Existence of God ©> Must adapt this for

(ii) Creation => each encounter. For
(iii) Fall of man into sin = postmodernism,
(iv) Redemption = focuson ?

So let’s practice our basic
method.

Step 3 and 4: Go for it!
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For example, regarding the existence of God and
creation:

Read Gen 1:1 ff and / or Romans 1:19-20

...19 because what may be known of God is
manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20
For since the creation of the world His invisible
attributes are clearly seen, being understood by
the things that are made, even His eternal power
and Godhead, so that they are without excuse,

For example, regarding the existence of God and
creation:

Let me now show you that it is a consistent
worldview and makes sense of reality (which yours
does not)...
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4. Show that the Biblical position “works.”

(i) Isit coherent and consistent?

a. There is an intelligent, moral Creator: God

- He has revealed Himself through His word. He defines
right and wrong, and these are moral absolutes.

- God’s word speaks of lying, stealing, murder,
protecting life etc.

- His word is truth and is binding on everyone.

4. Show that the Biblical position “works.”

(i) Does it make sense of reality?

There is an intelligent, moral Creator — God, who has revealed
Himself in His word.

- Government, law and order come from Him (Romans 14...).

- This explains why moral codes around the world are so
consistent: shall not steal, shall not murder etc.

- Laws of nature consistent and true for everyone.
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4. Show that the Biblical position “works.”

(iii) Does it “open up life and not shut it down”

There is an intelligent, moral Creator: God

This gives human beings, created in His image:
- Identity and significance — we belong to Someone
- Meaning and purpose in life — to glorify Him

For example, regarding the fall of man into sin:

Read / speak to few issues, for example...

18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the
heart, and they defile a man. 19 For out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness,
blasphemies. (Matt. 15:18-19)

4 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not
come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 2 You
lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You
fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. (James
4:1-2)
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For example, regarding redemption:
Jesus Christ died to save us from sin...

e Christ alone: very important...only way to God, UNIQUE

* Removes guilt and gives us peace with God

* Gives us a new heart

* Gives us the Holy Spirit: life of joy and peace PLUS POWER...

Result is eternal life with God and the sure HOPE of the joys of
heaven.

Not fully realized now.

But we do experience REAL peace and joy which surpasses
understanding. We are connected back to our Creator (also adopted
as a child of God).

SUMMARY / LEARNINGS

Session 3:
Basic method of interaction
and Postmodernism
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Lesson ONE from Case study

Step 3. State the Biblical position.

Four main issues:

(i) Existenceof God ©=
(ii) Creation o> each encounter. For
(iii) Fall of man into sin = postmodernists,
(iv) Redemption = focus on ?

Must adapt this for

Focus on:

* Uniqueness of God: only ONE true living God.

* Objective truth and morality based on God.

* Definition of sin: breaking God’s law.

* Salvation in Christ alone: save us from our sins and reconciles us to
God. Objective (factual, real) work on the cross.

* Inner peace (subjective) flowing from objective reconciliation to
God.

* Adoption and restoration to the life we were created for.
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Lesson TWO from Case study

Interaction not “linear” (does not always follow
4 steps sequentially), and a bit messy.

Lesson THREE from Case study

People will often attack Christian belief
somewhere in the encounter, and then you
have to deal with it. Next two sessions of
Seminary Café focus on defending GOD, BIBLE,
CREATION and CHRIST.
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Just one last issue...

Not every encounter uses “arguments”.
When will it tend to come into play?

i. God prepares some people for the gospel by using
others or by life. They are searching, and hear the
gospel and are saved. They realise their worldview is
wrong / does not work.

ii. Others have definite (wrong) views and problems with
Christianity that need (apologetic) responses.
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