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Content

Session 1: Basic method of interaction (Part 1) + case study
Session 2: Basic method of interaction (Part 2) + case study
Session 3: Full method of interaction : case study

Session 4: Defending the faith: Bible and existence of God
Session 5: Defending the faith: Creation + Christ

Session 2: Basic method of
interaction (Part 2) + case

A useful “method”

Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to
understand their point of view / beliefs /
worldview.

Step 2. Raise some problems with their position.

stud
_! Step 3. State the Biblical position.
Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works”.
CASE STUDY Last week...

You are standing in a queue in a bank, and there is a
TV showing news headlines. One of them is about
the crime stats that have just been released. The
person in front of you turns around and mentions in
passing: “You know, the real problem is education. If
we can just educate people, this crime problem will
be solved.”

Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to
understand their point of view / beliefs /
worldview.

L} atheist / evolutionist / scientism

Step 2. Raise some problems about their position.
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Responses

Questions that answer 4 main issues:

(i) Who am I? Where did | come from? — Big bang + evolution

(ii) How do I know good from bad? (What is wrong with the
world?) Chemical imbalance / education / conditioning

(iii) What is my life’s meaning? None / survive as a species / do
“good”

(iv) What will happen when | die? (What is the solution?)
Body broken down and cease to exist i.e. annihilationism
(medication / education / good role models)

2. Raise some problems about their position....
(i) Isit coherent and consistent?

a. They say there is no objective moral RIGHT and WRONG,
but it is WRONG to believe in sin! (So there is at least
ONE RIGHT view [there is no God] and ONE WRONG view
[to believe in sin]. Why not more?)

b. If the meaning of life is to do “good”, what is that “good”,
seeing as there is no moral good or evil?
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2. Raise some problems about their position.... 2. Raise some problems about their position....
(i) Isitcoherentand consistent? (i) Does it make sense of reality?
c. Science can only make conclusions on observable, a. Crime stats are not really a problem, as maybe next week
repeatable phenomenon in the physical world — so society will say it is okay to steal!
how can we make certain conclusions on origins b. How does evolution explain the complex design in the
when no one was there to observe, God (who is universe? (Whenever we see complex design we conclude
non-physical) and morality? someone made it. Why not in biology?)
Illustrate — discovery of an arrow //
9 10

2. Raise some problems about their position....
(i) Does it make sense of reality?
c. Any system we know of that is left to itself deteriorates and

breaks down into disorder — never becomes more complex.
Evolution requires the opposite for billions of years.

Illustrate — tornado through a scrap yard

Ever seen this??
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2. Raise some problems about their position cont.

(ii) Does it make sense of reality?

d. Where does matter and energy come from? Science has
taught us: “From nothing, nothing comes!”

Illustrate: vacuum sealed glass jar

Illustrate: empty, vacuum sealed glass jar
= e

=

Iy

After 1 000 000 000 years, what will you have? ““’

e

Someone must have made matter / energy!
Science teaches every event has a cause.
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Step 2. Raise some problems about their position....

(iii) Does it “open up life and not shut it down”?

a. At the end of the day, if we are just animals responding to
chemicals and external stimuli — no real meaning to our lives
and existence.

A useful “method”

Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to
understand their point of view / beliefs /
worldview.

Step 2. Raise some problems with their position.

e the Biblical position.
Tonight
that the Biblical position “works”.

Step 3. Sta

Step 4. Sho
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This week...

Case study: continue with atheist / evolutionist /
scientism.

Step 3. State the Biblical position.

Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works”.

Note: this is a presuppositional approach:

1. We don't try and prove the existence of God or the
Bible using some “proofs” outside of the Bible —
this would make these “proofs” more authoritative
than the Bible.

2. Rather, we go to the Bible, state what is says, and
show that this worldview is internally consistent
and makes sense of reality.
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So let’s practice steps 3 &4

Go for it!

Step 3. State the biblical position.

What must we state? Everything?

19
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Step 3. State the biblical position.

What must we state? Everything?

.. Biblical worldview
Four main issues:

(i) Existence of God &> Who am I? where do | come

(ii) Creation mp from?
How do | know good from bad /

(iii) Fall of man into sin = Whatis wrong with the world?

(iv) Redemption =) What will happen when | die /
what is the solution?

Step 3. State the biblical position.

What must we state? Everything?

Why important?
Four main issues:
(i) Existence of God =

! : GOSPELIN A
(i) Creation E; NUTSHELL TO
(iii) Fall of man into sin GENTILES!
(iv) Redemption =

(Evangelism)

21 22
. To Jews, Acts 3:11ff
Preaching the gospel to
people with a pagan world
“Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so
View... intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we
had made this man walk? The God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus,
Note difference between gospel presentations to whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate,
Jews and Gentiles in Acts.
23 24
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To Pagans, Acts 17:

...as | was passing through and considering the objects of your
worship, | even found an altar with this inscription:

TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.

Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him |
proclaim to you: God, who made the world and everything in it,
since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples
made with hands. Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as
though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and
all things. And He has made from one blood every nation of men
to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined

Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works.”

What must we show? Everything?

25
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Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works.

What must we show? Everything?

Just how the Bible solves some of the main
problems with their position that you raised in
step 2, but you can add more if time permits...

Step 4. Show that the Biblical position works

Show that:

(i) Itis coherent and consistent.

(ii) It makes sense of reality.

(iii) It “opens up life and does not shut it down

’
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For example, regarding the existence of God and
creation:

Read Romans 1:19-20

...19 because what may be known of God is
manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20
For since the creation of the world His invisible
attributes are clearly seen, being understood by
the things that are made, even His eternal power
and Godhead, so that they are without excuse,

For example, regarding the existence of God and
creation:

Let me now show you that it is a consistent
worldview and makes sense of reality (which yours
does not)...
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Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works.”

(i) Isit coherent and consistent?

a. There is an intelligent, moral Creator - God

(This resonates with us — we know certain things are
inherently wrong.)

- This explains the amazing complexity and genius design
found in the most basic organisms.

- [Many of the arguments below could also go under this
category.]

- He defines right and wrong, and these are moral absolutes.

4. Show that the Biblical position “works.”

(ii) Does it make sense of reality?
There is an intelligent, moral Creator - God

- This explains the amazing complexity and genius design
found in even the most basic organisms.

- This explains why moral codes around the world are so
consistent: “you shall not steal, shall not murder etc.”

- Explains where matter and energy comes from.

31

32

4. Show that the Biblical position “works.”

(iii) Does it “open up life and not shut it down?”

There is an intelligent, moral Creator - God

This gives human beings, created in His image:
- Identity and significance — we belong to Someone
- Meaning and purpose in life — to glorify Him

Some questions...
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Now that you have been through a case study...

(i) How can you better prepare yourself?

a. Theological knowledge (know your Bible).

b. Reliance upon God.

c. Some background reading, and remembering the basics.

Now that you have been through a case study...

(ii)) What are some of the traps to avoid?

a. Harsh, critical or superior attitude.

b. Trying to win the argument and not the person.

c. You don’t listen carefully and so don’t understand the
person’s position.
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SUMMARY / LEARNINGS

Session 2: Basic method of
interaction (Part 2)

Learning 1: A useful “method”

Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to
understand their point of view / beliefs /
worldview.

Step 2. Raise some problems with their position.

Step 3. State the Biblical position.

Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works”.
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Learning 2: State the Biblical position.

What must we state? Everything?

.. Biblical worldview
Four main issues:

(i) Existence of God &> Who am I? where do | come

(ii) Creation mp from?
How do | know good from bad /

(iii) Fall of man into sin = Whatis wrong with the world?

(iv) Redemption =) What will happen when | die /
what is the solution?

Learning 3: Show that the Biblical
position works

Show that:

(i) Itis coherent and consistent.

(ii) It makes sense of reality.

(iii) It “opens up life and does not shut it down.”
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Homework
Lea rning 4: HOW to dea| Wlth Review notes, method, questions and come
] prepared for the next session — we will have a
atheism (pa rt 2) new case study and work through the whole
process: interactive
41 42



