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Be better equipped to have evangelistic conversations 
with people of other “faiths”.

i. How to wisely challenge their beliefs and 
present the gospel.

ii. How to defend the faith when they have 
objections.

Aim of the course
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1. The basic approach and main arguments we can use 
when evangelising: using uncomplicated illustrations in 
conversations with others.

2. The proofs and arguments are kept to a “popular” level, 
meaning that they are generally compelling to the 
average person. But not necessarily for a university 
professor!

Managing expectations:
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Managing expectations cont.:

3. There is not a lot of theory. Case studies and 
scenarios dominate.

4. We will have interactive sessions, but will need to 
stay focussed on the topic.
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COURSE NOTES

• Presentations will be emailed after sessions. You 
can print your own notes if required.

• No notes on the discussion / interaction will be 
provided.
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Contents
Session 1: Basic method of interaction (Part 1) + case study
Session 2: Basic method of interaction (Part 2) + case study
Session 3: Full method of interaction : case study
Session 4: Defending the faith: Bible and existence of God
Session 5: Defending the faith: Creation + Christ
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Session 1: Basic method of 
interaction (Part 1) + case 

study
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Q1: Why do we need a 
“method” and “arguments” 

in evangelism?

SOME QUESTIONS
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Answer
People are not neutral. They already have a 
worldview, which they think is correct. 

What is a worldview?
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Answer
People are not neutral. They already have a 
worldview, which they think is correct. 

What is a worldview?

“the comprehensive framework of one’s 
basic beliefs about things…”
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SOME QUESTIONS cont.
Q2. Is a “method” and having “arguments” essential? 

Answer: No.
(i) Gospel is the power of God to save (Rom. 1:16-17).
(ii) Salvation does not depend on our ability to reason 
sophisticated / intellectual arguments.
(iii) However, providing a defence is Biblical and helpful 
to bring people into contact with Bible (1 Pet. 3:15-16).
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“… but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as 
holy, always being prepared to make a defense

to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 

and respect, having a good conscience, so that, 
when you are slandered, those who revile your 
good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.” 

1 Peter 3:15-16 (ESV)

12



2024/10/15

3

A useful “method”
Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to 
understand their point of view / beliefs / 
worldview.

Step 2. Raise some problems with their position.

Step 3. State the Biblical position.

Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works”.
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A useful “method”
Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to 
understand their point of view / beliefs / 
worldview.

Step 2. Raise some problems with their position.

Step 3. State the Biblical position.

Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works”.

Tonight
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A useful “method”
Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to 
understand their point of view / beliefs / 
worldview.

Step 2. Raise some problems with their position.

Step 3. State the Biblical position.

Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works”.
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What type of questions to ask to establish 
someone’s worldview?

Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to understand 
their point of view / beliefs / worldview.
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What type of questions to ask to establish 
someone’s worldview?

Questions that answer four main issues:
(i) Who am I? Where did I come from? (Origins)
(ii) How do I know good from bad? (or What is wrong with the 

world?)
(iii) What is my life’s meaning?
(iv) What will happen when I die? (What is the solution?)

Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to understand 
their point of view / beliefs / worldview.
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A useful “method”
Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to 
understand their point of view / beliefs / 
worldview.

Step 2. Raise some problems with their position.

Step 3. State the Biblical position.

Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works”.
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What type of problems to raise? How are we to 
assess a worldview?

Step 2: Raise some problems with their position….
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What type of problems to raise? How are we to 
assess a worldview?

Three types of problems:
(i) Is it coherent and consistent?
(ii) Does it make sense of reality?
(iii) Does it “open up life and not shut it down?”

Step 2: Raise some problems with their position….
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Theory finished for the night!

Time to practice: Case study
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So let’s practice steps 1 & 2:

Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to 
understand their point of view / beliefs / 
worldview.

Step 2. Raise some problems with their position.
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CASE STUDY

You are standing in a queue in a bank, and there is a 
TV showing news headlines. One of them is about 
the crime stats that have just been released. The 

person in front of you turns around and mentions in 
passing: “You know, the real problem is education. If 
we can just educate people, this crime problem will 

be solved.”
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CASE STUDY

Example of how you can lead the conversation with 
questions related to: how do I know good from bad? 

(or What is wrong with the world?)
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(i) Don’t you think that while people may learn what correct 
behaviour is, it does not mean they will choose to do it. 
Don’t you think people do wrong things because their 
hearts are bad?

I am surprised to hear you say that…

Their answer: hearts bad? No, I don’t think so at all. 
Behaviour is learned and conditioned by our environment. 
There is only negative and positive behaviour which can be 
learnt and therefore unlearnt.
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(ii) When you say there is only positive and negative 
behaviour, don’t you mean morally right and wrong 
behaviour? (What do you think about the concept of sin?)

Their answer: I don’t believe in an absolute moral right and 
wrong. There is positive behaviour and negative behaviour. 
So there is no such thing as sin – that is an invention of 
religion to scare people to become followers of a church.
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(iii) So how then do you determine what is “positive” 
behaviour and what is “negative” behaviour?

Their answer: As a society, we determine what is positive 
and what is negative behaviour… 
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Questions that answer 4 main issues:
(i) Who am I? Where did I come from? – Big bang + evolution
(ii) How do I know good from bad? (What is wrong with the 

world?) Chemical imbalance / education / conditioning
(iii) What is my life’s meaning? None / survive as a species / do 

“good”
(iv) What will happen when I die? (What is the solution?)

Body broken down and cease to exist i.e. annihilationism
(Medication / education / good role models)

Responses
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ü Most likely an atheist: there is no God
ü Most likely an evolutionist: we have evolved from animals
ü Most likely a determinist: we are a chemical machine
ü Most likely an empiricist (“scientism”) – the only things 

that are true are what we can prove from science

So what type of a person are we dealing with?
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What type of problems to raise?

Three types of problems:
(i) Is it coherent and consistent?
(ii) Does it make sense of reality?
(iii) Does it “open up life and not shut it down”?

Step 2. Raise some problems about their position….
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(i) Is it coherent and consistent?

2. Raise some problems about their position….

a. They say there is no objective moral RIGHT and WRONG, 
but it is WRONG to believe in sin! (So there is at least 
ONE RIGHT view [there is no God] and ONE WRONG view 
[to believe in sin]. Why not more?)

b. If the meaning of life is to do “good”, what is that “good”, 
seeing as there is no moral good or evil? 
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(i) Is it coherent and consistent?

2. Raise some problems about their position….

c. Science can only make conclusions on observable, 
repeatable phenomenon in the physical world – so 
how can we make certain conclusions on origins
when no one was there to observe, God (who is 
non-physical) and morality?
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(ii) Does it make sense of reality?

2. Raise some problems about their position….

a. Crime stats are not really a problem, as maybe next week 
society will say it is okay to steal!

b. How does evolution explain the complex design in the 
universe? (Whenever we see complex design we conclude 
someone made it. Why not in biology?)

Illustrate – discovery of an arrow
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(ii) Does it make sense of reality?

2. Raise some problems about their position….

Illustrate – tornado through a scrap yard

c. Any system we know of that is left to itself deteriorates and 
breaks down into disorder – never becomes more complex. 
Evolution requires the opposite for billions of years.
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Ever seen this??
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(ii) Does it make sense of reality?

2. Raise some problems about their position cont.

d. Where does matter and energy come from? Science has 
taught us: “From nothing, nothing comes!” 

Illustrate: vacuum sealed glass jar

36



2024/10/15

7

Illustrate: empty, vacuum sealed glass jar

After 1 000 000 000 years, what will you have?

Someone must have made matter / energy!
Science teaches every event has a cause.

37

(iii) Does it “open up life and not shut it down”?

Step 2. Raise some problems about their position….

a. At the end of the day, if we are just animals responding to 
chemicals and external stimuli – no real meaning to our lives 
and existence.
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SUMMARY / LEARNINGS

Session 1: Basic method of 
interaction (Part 1) 
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Learning 1: A useful “method”
Step 1. Ask questions. Listen carefully to 
understand their point of view / beliefs / 
worldview.

Step 2. Raise some problems with their position.

Step 3. State the Biblical position.

Step 4. Show that the Biblical position “works”.
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What type of questions to ask to establish 
someone’s worldview?

Questions that answer four main issues:
(i) Who am I? Where did I come from? (Origins)
(ii) How do I know good from bad? (or What is wrong with the 

world?)
(iii) What is my life’s meaning?
(iv) What will happen when I die? (What is the solution?)

Learning 2: What questions?
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What type of problems to raise? How to test a 
worldview?

Three types of problems:
(i) Is it coherent and consistent?
(ii) Does it make sense of reality?
(iii) Does it “open up life and not shut it down”?

Learning 3: Raise some 
problems about their position….
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Learning 4: How to deal with 
atheism…

Raising problems with their worldview
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Homework

Initiate a conversation with someone 
(colleague, friend, student…)

(i) Find out what they believe
(ii) If “once off” meeting, give them the gospel
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