for such a time as this
the story of god’s faithfulness through the life of QUEEN esther
A STUDY in the book of esther
LESSON ONE: Ahasuerus AND VASHTI ESTHER 1

BACKGROUND: This is a stand-alone series that does not fit into the chronological Old Testament
studies that we do each year.
OUTCOME: The book of Esther is a slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called
by his name – and yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to the
Jewish remnant, about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he created events and moved
powerful people to do his will in order to save the Jews. We will teach the children that this is the
same God we serve today – and we will learn that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan
to save his people – his church. We will encourage the children to trust God at all times in all
circumstances – even when things get dark – knowing that God loves them and works out his
perfect plan. In each lesson we will also remind the children of the gospel and of their need for
salvation.
We will not be able to draw life lessons or applications from each lesson, so in many ways the aim
of this series is to teach the children this story in its entirety – focusing throughout on God’s plan
to save his people.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Esther 1
LESSON: Tell the story in this chapter in as much detail as is suitable. In order for the children not
to get too bogged down with names – try to teach them Esther, Mordecai and Haman. Perhaps
refer to King Ahasuerus merely as the King – if this is easier. The main points from today’s story
are:
• The power of King Ahasuerus.
•

The dismissal of Queen Vashti – which seems odd and cruel – but is part of God’s plan to put
Esther into a powerful place in the kingdom.

•

Encourage the children to start looking out for evidence of God working to save his people –
and then encourage them to see God working in their lives – even when it is not immediately
obvious.
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This term in Sunday School we will be learning from the book of Esther. This is a
slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called by his name – and
yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to his
people Israel about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he saved his
people. We know that this is the same God we serve today – and we will learn
that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan to save his people – his
church. If we believe that God loved us so much that he sent his Son Jesus to die
to take the punishment for our sin, and if we put our faith in Jesus – then we
become one of God’s children and he will save us for all eternity.

In our first story we will meet King Ahasuerus. He was the king of Persia
about 2500 years ago – a very powerful man with a very large kingdom.
Living in his kingdom were some Jews who remained after they were
taken captive and who did not return to Jerusalem.
Today we will also meet his wife Vashti – and find out what happened to
her. He was cruel and nasty to her – but we will see that this is part of
God’s plan for Esther to be queen – so that she can be part of saving
God’s people the Jews. We will see that God is in control of all things –
even Kings and Queens. He is certainly in control of our lives and we can
trust him always to do the right thing because he is so powerful and so
good and he loves us, if we are one of his children.

This term we are learning 1
John 4:9–11 (ESV). Try to
learn this for next week:
[9] In this the love of God was
made manifest among us,

Do you love God?
Do you trust him to do
what is right in your life?
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Esther 1:19–22: [19] If it please the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it be written among the
laws of the Persians and the Medes so that it may not be repealed, that Vashti is never again to come
before King Ahasuerus. And let the king give her royal position to another who is better than she. [20] So
when the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, for it is vast, all women will give
honor to their husbands, high and low alike.” [21] This advice pleased the king and the princes, and the king
did as Memucan proposed. [22] He sent letters to all the royal provinces, to every province in its own script
and to every people in its own language, that every man be master in his own household and speak
according to the language of his people. (ESV)
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for such a time as this
the story of god’s faithfulness through the life of QUEEN esther
A STUDY in the book of esther
LESSON TWO: QUEEN ESTHER ESTHER 2:1-18

BACKGROUND: This is a stand-alone series that does not fit into the chronological Old Testament
studies that we do each year. The children have learnt of the dismissal of Queen Vashti.
OUTCOME: The book of Esther is a slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called
by his name – and yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to the
Jewish remnant, about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he created events and moved
powerful people to do his will in order to save the Jews. We will teach the children that this is the
same God we serve today – and we will learn that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan
to save his people – his church. We will encourage the children to trust God at all times in all
circumstances – even when things get dark – knowing that God loves them and works out his
perfect plan. In each lesson we will also remind the children of the gospel and of their need for
salvation.
We will not be able to draw life lessons or applications from each lesson, so in many ways the aim
of this series is to teach the children this story in its entirety – focusing throughout on God’s plan
to save his people.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Esther 2:1-18
LESSON: Tell the story in this chapter in as much detail as is suitable. The main points from today’s
story are:
• The strange process leading up to Esther being made queen.
•

The working of God behind the scenes as he moves Esther into a position of power.

•

The fact that Esther did not reveal that she was a Jew.

•

This should encourage the children to know that God is working even when they can’t see him
doing anything.

•

As always encourage the children to put their faith in God for salvation – knowing that they
can only have this comfort if they are one of his children.
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LESSON TWO: QUEEN ESTHER ESTHER 2:1-18

NAME:_________________________________________________________________

This term in Sunday School we will be learning from the book of Esther. This is a
slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called by his name – and
yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to his
people Israel about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he saved his
people. We know that this is the same God we serve today – and we will learn
that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan to save his people – his
church. If we believe that God loved us so much that he sent his Son Jesus to die
to take the punishment for our sin, and if we put our faith in Jesus – then we
become one of God’s children and he will save us for all eternity.

Today we will meet the new queen – Esther. The story of how she got to
be queen is a bit of a strange story – but we can know that God is working
even though we can’t see him. He wanted Esther to be queen because
he had a plan for her to help save the Jews. We will have to wait a few
weeks to find out. In the meantime – Esther did not tell anyone – even
her new husband – that she was Jewish.
We will see that God is in control of all things – even Kings and Queens.
He is certainly in control of our lives and we can trust him always to do
the right thing because he is so powerful and so good and he loves us,
if we are one of his children.

This term we are learning 1
John 4:9–11 (ESV). Try to
learn this for next week:
[9] In this the love of God was
made manifest among us, that
God sent his only Son into the
world, so that we might live
through him.

Have you put your faith in
Jesus to save you?
Do you believe that God
will forgive all your sins
because Jesus died for
you?
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Esther 2:15–18: [5] When the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who
had taken her as his own daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothing except what Hegai the king's
eunuch, who had charge of the women, advised. Now Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw
her. [16] And when Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is
the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign, [17] the king loved Esther more than all the women,
and she won grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins, so that he set the royal crown on her
head and made her queen instead of Vashti. [18] Then the king gave a great feast for all his officials and
servants; it was Esther's feast. He also granted a remission of taxes to the provinces and gave gifts with
royal generosity. (ESV)
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for such a time as this
the story of god’s faithfulness through the life of QUEEN esther
A STUDY in the book of esther
LESSON THREE: MORDECIA AND HAMAN ESTHER 2:19-23, 3

BACKGROUND: This is a stand-alone series that does not fit into the chronological Old Testament
studies that we do each year. The children have learnt of the dismissal of Queen Vashti and of the
choosing of Queen Esther.
OUTCOME: The book of Esther is a slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called
by his name – and yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to the
Jewish remnant, about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he created events and moved
powerful people to do his will in order to save the Jews. We will teach the children that this is the
same God we serve today – and we will learn that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan
to save his people – his church. We will encourage the children to trust God at all times in all
circumstances – even when things get dark – knowing that God loves them and works out his
perfect plan. In each lesson we will also remind the children of the gospel and of their need for
salvation.
We will not be able to draw life lessons or applications from each lesson, so in many ways the aim
of this series is to teach the children this story in its entirety – focusing throughout on God’s plan
to save his people.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Esther 2:19-23, 3
LESSON: Tell the story in this chapter in as much detail as is suitable. The main points from today’s
story are:
• Mordecai’s discovery of the plot against the King.
•

Mordecai’s refusal to bow to Haman.

•

Haman’s plan to persuade the King to issue the decree to allow for Jews to be plundered and
killed.

•

This is a good lesson to remind the children of God’s sovereignty even when things look
hopeless – he is still ruling and still working out his plan – encourage them with this. Encourage
them too to turn to Jesus for salvation.

prepared by Judy Parker Hillcrest Baptist Church 2018
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This term in Sunday School we will be learning from the book of Esther. This is a
slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called by his name – and
yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to his
people Israel about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he saved his
people. We know that this is the same God we serve today – and we will learn
that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan to save his people – his
church. If we believe that God loved us so much that he sent his Son Jesus to die
to take the punishment for our sin, and if we put our faith in Jesus – then we
become one of God’s children and he will save us for all eternity.

Today we will learn that Mordecai – Esther’s uncle – discovered a plot to
kill the King – and he was able to save the King’s life. But we will also
meet Haman – who hates Mordecai and all Jews – and learn that he
persuades the King to make a law that will allow all the people to kill all
the Jews! It looks like God’s people are in trouble – but we will have to
see what God has in store – remember – he is always in control.
He is in control of all things – even Kings and Queens. He is certainly in
control of our lives and we can trust him always to do the right thing
because he is so powerful and so good and he loves us, if we are one of
his children.

This term we are learning 1 John
4:9–11 (ESV). Try to learn this for
next week:
[9] In this the love of God was
made manifest among us, that
God sent his only Son into the
world, so that we might live
through him. [10] In this is love,
not that we have loved God but
that he loved us

Do you believe that God
always does what is right
and loving for his children,
even when you don’t
understand?
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Esther 3:12–13: [12] Then the king's scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and
an edict, according to all that Haman commanded, was written to the king's satraps and to the governors
over all the provinces and to the officials of all the peoples, to every province in its own script and every
people in its own language. It was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king's signet
ring. [13] Letters were sent by couriers to all the king's provinces with instruction to destroy, to kill, and to
annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month,
which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. (ESV)
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for such a time as this
the story of god’s faithfulness through the life of QUEEN esther
A STUDY in the book of esther
LESSON four: esther’s courage esther 4

BACKGROUND: This is a stand-alone series that does not fit into the chronological Old Testament
studies that we do each year. The children have learnt of the dismissal of Queen Vashti, of the
choosing of Queen Esther and of Haman’s plot and the King’s decree to kill all Jews.
OUTCOME: The book of Esther is a slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called
by his name – and yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to the
Jewish remnant, about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he created events and moved
powerful people to do his will in order to save the Jews. We will teach the children that this is the
same God we serve today – and we will learn that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan
to save his people – his church. We will encourage the children to trust God at all times in all
circumstances – even when things get dark – knowing that God loves them and works out his
perfect plan. In each lesson we will also remind the children of the gospel and of their need for
salvation.
We will not be able to draw life lessons or applications from each lesson, so in many ways the aim
of this series is to teach the children this story in its entirety – focusing throughout on God’s plan
to save his people.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Esther 4
LESSON: Tell the story in this chapter in as much detail as is suitable. The main points from today’s
story are:
• Mordecai persuades Esther to speak to the King – notice how dangerous this is.
•

The famous words of Mordecai in 4:14: For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance
will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who
knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (ESV)

•

And Esther’s famous response in 4:16: “and if I perish, I perish.” (ESV)

•

Through Mordecai’s wisdom and Esther’s courage – God would now use her to bring about
the rescue of his people.
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for such a time as this
the story of god’s faithfulness through the life of QUEEN esther
A STUDY in the book of esther
LESSON four: esther’s courage ESTHER 4

NAME:_________________________________________________________________

This term in Sunday School we will be learning from the book of Esther. This is a
slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called by his name – and
yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to his
people Israel about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he saved his
people. We know that this is the same God we serve today – and we will learn
that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan to save his people – his
church. If we believe that God loved us so much that he sent his Son Jesus to die
to take the punishment for our sin, and if we put our faith in Jesus – then we
become one of God’s children and he will save us for all eternity.

Mordecai tells Esther of the King’s plan to kill the Jews and asks her to
help. She is very scared because no one is allowed to talk to the King
unless he asks them to. But Esther agrees to talk to the King – knowing
that he might kill her. She asks Mordecai and her friends to fast for her.
Do you think that this is the way God is going to save the Jews?
Remember that God is in control of all things – even Kings and Queens.
He is certainly in control of our lives and we can trust him always to do
the right thing because he is so powerful and so good and he loves us,
if we are one of his children.

This term we are learning 1 John
4:9–11 (ESV). Try to learn this for
next week:
[9] In this the love of God was
made manifest among us, that
God sent his only Son into the
world, so that we might live
through him. [10] In this is love,
not that we have loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins.

Do you believe that God’s
plan for your life is the
best possible plan that
there is – for his glory and
your good?
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Esther 4:12–17:[12] And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. [13] Then Mordecai told them to reply
to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other
Jews. [14] For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place,
but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for
such a time as this?” [15] Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, [16] “Go, gather all the Jews to be
found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my
young women will also fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I
perish.” [17] Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him. (ESV)
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for such a time as this
the story of god’s faithfulness through the life of QUEEN esther
A STUDY in the book of esther
LESSON five: esther’s dinner esther 5

BACKGROUND: This is a stand-alone series that does not fit into the chronological Old Testament
studies that we do each year. The children have learnt of the dismissal of Queen Vashti, of the
choosing of Queen Esther, of Haman’s plot and the King’s decree to kill all Jews and of Esther’s
bravery in deciding to approach the King.
OUTCOME: The book of Esther is a slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called
by his name – and yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to the
Jewish remnant, about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he created events and moved
powerful people to do his will in order to save the Jews. We will teach the children that this is the
same God we serve today – and we will learn that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan
to save his people – his church. We will encourage the children to trust God at all times in all
circumstances – even when things get dark – knowing that God loves them and works out his
perfect plan. In each lesson we will also remind the children of the gospel and of their need for
salvation.
We will not be able to draw life lessons or applications from each lesson, so in many ways the aim
of this series is to teach the children this story in its entirety – focusing throughout on God’s plan
to save his people.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Esther 5
LESSON: Tell the story in this chapter in as much detail as is suitable. The main points from today’s
story are:
• The King’s acceptance of Esther – he did not kill her.
•

Esther’s first feast.

•

Haman’s plans to hang Mordecai.

•

Again the position looks dire – but encourage the children to see God behind all of this.
Perhaps they can realise how confusing this must have been – and yet we know God was
planning all of this – this gives us comfort as his children because we know that God always
sees the full picture and is on control of it all.

•

Encourage the children again to consider whether they are saved – have they seen their own
sinfulness and repented of it – knowing that Jesus took the punishment for their sin.
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for such a time as this
the story of god’s faithfulness through the life of QUEEN esther
A STUDY in the book of esther
LESSON five: esther’s dinner ESTHER 5
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This term in Sunday School we will be learning from the book of Esther. This is a
slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called by his name – and
yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to his
people Israel about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he saved his
people. We know that this is the same God we serve today – and we will learn
that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan to save his people – his
church. If we believe that God loved us so much that he sent his Son Jesus to die
to take the punishment for our sin, and if we put our faith in Jesus – then we
become one of God’s children and he will save us for all eternity.

The King does not kill Esther – God was looking after her – and he agrees
to go to the feast with Esther and with Haman and he asks her what she
wants – but she just asks the King if he will come to another feast the
next night. In the meantime Haman begins to hate Mordecai even more
and so he builds a gallows and plans on hanging Haman on them so that
he will die. This is all sounding rather scary now – but don’t worry – this
is all part of God’s amazing plan.
God is in control of all things – even Kings and Queens. He is certainly in
control of our lives and we can trust him always to do the right thing
because he is so powerful and so good and he loves us, if we are one of
his children.

This term we are learning 1 John 4:9–
11 (ESV). Try to learn this for next
week:
[9] In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent his
only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. [10] In this is
love, not that we have loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. [11]
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another.

Do you know that God
loved you so much that he
sent Jesus to die for your
sin? If you believe in him –
you will become one of
God’s children!

pictures taken from: http://cofwparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/queenesther-coloring-pages-download-coloring-page-queen-esther-becomes-queencoloring-pages.jpg and http://okrise.co/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/and-kingcoloring-page-esther-mordecai-pages.jpg
prepared by Judy Parker Hillcrest Baptist Church 2018

Esther 5:1–3: [1] On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king's
palace, in front of the king's quarters, while the king was sitting on his royal throne inside the throne room
opposite the entrance to the palace. [2] And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she
won favor in his sight, and he held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther
approached and touched the tip of the scepter. [3] And the king said to her, “What is it, Queen Esther?
What is your request? It shall be given you, even to the half of my kingdom.” (ESV)
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for such a time as this
the story of god’s faithfulness through the life of QUEEN esther
A STUDY in the book of esther
LESSON six: Ahasuerus honours mordecai ESTHER 6

BACKGROUND: This is a stand-alone series that does not fit into the chronological Old Testament
studies that we do each year. The children have learnt of the dismissal of Queen Vashti, of the
choosing of Queen Esther, of Haman’s plot and the King’s decree to kill all Jews, of Esther’s bravery
in deciding to approach the King and of Esther’s first feast and Haman’s plan to hang Mordecai.
OUTCOME: The book of Esther is a slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called
by his name – and yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to the
Jewish remnant, about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he created events and moved
powerful people to do his will in order to save the Jews. We will teach the children that this is the
same God we serve today – and we will learn that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan
to save his people – his church. We will encourage the children to trust God at all times in all
circumstances – even when things get dark – knowing that God loves them and works out his
perfect plan. In each lesson we will also remind the children of the gospel and of their need for
salvation.
We will not be able to draw life lessons or applications from each lesson, so in many ways the aim
of this series is to teach the children this story in its entirety – focusing throughout on God’s plan
to save his people.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Esther 6
LESSON: Tell the story in this chapter in as much detail as is suitable. The main points from today’s
story are:
• The surprise events – the King cannot sleep and reads the history books and decides to honour
Mordecai.
•

Haman’s belief that he will be honoured – and then he has to honour Mordecai!

•

Show the children how God can turn events around in a surprising manner – Haman thought
he was so powerful – and indeed he was – but through these odd events – he ends up
honouring Mordecai. We should never assume God can’t act in the most surprising ways to do
the best for his people – this should greatly encourage us.
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A STUDY in the book of esther
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This term in Sunday School we will be learning from the book of Esther. This is a
slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called by his name – and
yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to his
people Israel about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he saved his
people. We know that this is the same God we serve today – and we will learn
that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan to save his people – his
church. If we believe that God loved us so much that he sent his Son Jesus to die
to take the punishment for our sin, and if we put our faith in Jesus – then we
become one of God’s children and he will save us for all eternity.

So today a very strange thing happens. That night the King can’t sleep
and so he reads the old news. He reads about the time that Mordecai
had saved his life and he wonders how best to thank him. He finds the
first person he can and asks him how to thank Mordecai – and this
person happens to be Haman – isn’t God so amazing! Haman thinks
the thanks is for him and so he plans something great – but it turns out
that the thanks is for Mordecai. Haman was furious!!! But God is slowly
working out his plan – can you guess what will happen?
Remember that God is in control of all things – even Kings and Queens.
He is certainly in control of our lives and we can trust him always to do
the right thing because he is so powerful and so good and he loves us,
if we are one of his children.

Well done if you have learnt 1 John 4:9–
11 (ESV). Now keep practicing:
[9] In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent his
only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. [10] In this is
love, not that we have loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. [11]
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another.

Do you believe that God is
in control even when things
seem very bad?
Keep trusting in him – he
always does what is right,
he loves you.
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Esther 6:10–11:[10] Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the robes and the horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king's
gate. Leave out nothing that you have mentioned.” [11] So Haman took the robes and the horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led him through the square of
the city, proclaiming before him, “Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.” (ESV)
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for such a time as this
the story of god’s faithfulness through the life of QUEEN esther
A STUDY in the book of esther
LESSON seven: esther’s dinner esther 7

BACKGROUND: This is a stand-alone series that does not fit into the chronological Old Testament
studies that we do each year. The children have learnt of the dismissal of Queen Vashti, of the
choosing of Queen Esther, of Haman’s plot and the King’s decree to kill all Jews, of Esther’s bravery
in deciding to approach the King, of Esther’s first feast and Haman’s plan to hang Mordecai and of
the honouring of Mordecai.
OUTCOME: The book of Esther is a slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called
by his name – and yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to the
Jewish remnant, about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he created events and moved
powerful people to do his will in order to save the Jews. We will teach the children that this is the
same God we serve today – and we will learn that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan
to save his people – his church. We will encourage the children to trust God at all times in all
circumstances – even when things get dark – knowing that God loves them and works out his
perfect plan. In each lesson we will also remind the children of the gospel and of their need for
salvation.
We will not be able to draw life lessons or applications from each lesson, so in many ways the aim
of this series is to teach the children this story in its entirety – focusing throughout on God’s plan
to save his people.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Esther 7
LESSON: Tell the story in this chapter in as much detail as is suitable. The main points from today’s
story are:
• Esther reveals that she is Jewish and that Haman has a plan to kill all Jews.
•

The king is furious and orders Haman killed on his own gallows – about 22 meters high!

•

God has all sorts of ways of bringing justice – who would have thought that this powerful man
would fall in one night.

•

Encourage the children not to doubt that God can do what he wants to do – even sometimes
the most unexpected things.

•

Encourage them too to put their faith in Jesus for their own salvation so that they can be
protected by this great God.
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for such a time as this
the story of god’s faithfulness through the life of QUEEN esther
A STUDY in the book of esther
LESSON seven: esther’s dinner ESTHER 7

NAME:_________________________________________________________________

This term in Sunday School we will be learning from the book of Esther. This is a
slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called by his name – and
yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to his
people Israel about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he saved his
people. We know that this is the same God we serve today – and we will learn
that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan to save his people – his
church. If we believe that God loved us so much that he sent his Son Jesus to die
to take the punishment for our sin, and if we put our faith in Jesus – then we
become one of God’s children and he will save us for all eternity.

So today the King and Haman go to the second feast with Esther and she
tells the King of Haman’s plan to kill her and all her people the Jews. The
King is furious when he finds out and guess what happens to Haman –
he gets hanged on the gallows he had planned for Mordecai! God is so
in control.
He is in control of all things – even Kings and Queens. He is certainly in
control of our lives and we can trust him always to do the right thing
because he is so powerful and so good and he loves us, if we are one of
his children.

Well done if you have learnt 1 John 4:9–
11 (ESV). Now keep practicing:
[9] In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent his
only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. [10] In this is
love, not that we have loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. [11]
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another.

Are you one of God’s
children?
Do you trust him to forgive
your sins and to save you
for ever?

pictures taken from: http://cofwparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/queenesther-coloring-pages-download-coloring-page-queen-esther-becomes-queencoloring-pages.jpg and
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/63/ee/9b/63ee9ba8bc87206d56c15cf18eccaed0.jpg
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Esther 7:1–6: [1] So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. [2] And on the second day,
as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king again said to Esther, “What is your wish, Queen Esther?
It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” [3]
Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life
be granted me for my wish, and my people for my request. [4] For we have been sold, I and my people, to be
destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would
have been silent, for our affliction is not to be compared with the loss to the king.” [5] Then King Ahasuerus
said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has dared to do this?” [6] And Esther said, “A foe
and enemy! This wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. (ESV)
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for such a time as this
the story of god’s faithfulness through the life of QUEEN esther
A STUDY in the book of esther
LESSON eight: God saves the jews ESTHER 8-10

BACKGROUND: This is a stand-alone series that does not fit into the chronological Old Testament
studies that we do each year. The children have learnt of the dismissal of Queen Vashti, of the
choosing of Queen Esther, of Haman’s plot and the King’s decree to kill all Jews, of Esther’s bravery
in deciding to approach the King, of Esther’s first feast and Haman’s plan to hang Mordecai, of the
honouring of Mordecai and of Haman’s death.
OUTCOME: The book of Esther is a slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called
by his name – and yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to the
Jewish remnant, about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he created events and moved
powerful people to do his will in order to save the Jews. We will teach the children that this is the
same God we serve today – and we will learn that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan
to save his people – his church. We will encourage the children to trust God at all times in all
circumstances – even when things get dark – knowing that God loves them and works out his
perfect plan. In each lesson we will also remind the children of the gospel and of their need for
salvation.
We will not be able to draw life lessons or applications from each lesson, so in many ways the aim
of this series is to teach the children this story in its entirety – focusing throughout on God’s plan
to save his people.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Esther 8-10
LESSON: Tell the story in this chapter in as much detail as is suitable. The main points from today’s
story are:
• The rise of Mordecai as the King honours him in Haman’s place.
•

The King allows Esther and Mordecai to create a new decree with allows the Jews to attack their
attackers.

•

The Jews kill thousands of their enemies – remember these are also God’s enemies.

•

Finally we see how God’s plan worked out – from the initial dismissal of Vashti, to the strange
rise of Esther to power – God was working in all of this so that his people would be saved.
There was not a moment when God was not in control and when the events were not precisely
as God had planned.

•

Encourage the children with this story and remind those who are not saved that this comfort
is only for God’s children and encourage them to put their faith in God to save them – because
of Jesus’ death for them on the cross.
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the story of god’s faithfulness through the life of QUEEN esther
A STUDY in the book of esther
LESSON eight: God saves the jews ESTHER 8-10
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This term in Sunday School we will be learning from the book of Esther. This is a
slightly strange book in the Bible, because God is never called by his name – and
yet we see him working all the time. We will learn of God’s faithfulness to his
people Israel about 500 years before Jesus was born, and of how he saved his
people. We know that this is the same God we serve today – and we will learn
that he is still faithful to his word and still has a plan to save his people – his
church. If we believe that God loved us so much that he sent his Son Jesus to die
to take the punishment for our sin, and if we put our faith in Jesus – then we
become one of God’s children and he will save us for all eternity.

Today we finally see what God had planned. Queen Esther speaks to the
King and persuades him to make another law that will allows the Jews to
kill their enemies – and the Jews are all saved. God used Mordecai’s
wisdom and Esther’s faith and her bravery to save his people. This was
God’s plan all along – he is so powerful and so in control and always
does the right thing.
God is in control of all things – even Kings and Queens. He is certainly in
control of our lives and we can trust him always to do the right thing
because he is so powerful and so good and he loves us, if we are one of
his children.

Well done if you have learnt 1 John 4:9–
11 (ESV). Now keep practicing:
[9] In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent his
only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. [10] In this is
love, not that we have loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. [11]
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another.

Do you love God?
Do you trust him to do
what is right in your life,
always, even when you
don’t understand??
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Esther 8:15–17: [15] Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal robes of blue and
white, with a great golden crown and a robe of fine linen and purple, and the city of Susa shouted and
rejoiced. [16] The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor. [17] And in every province and in every
city, wherever the king's command and his edict reached, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a
feast and a holiday. And many from the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, for fear of the
Jews had fallen on them. (ESV)
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