HOW TO SPLIT A KINGDOM
from 1 Samuel 15 – 1 Kings 12

LESSON ONE: GOD REJECTS KING SAUL (1 Samuel 15)
BACKGROUND:
Over the past 5 years, in the second term, we have studied the Old Testament. We started in Genesis
and last year we ended with Saul becoming King. This term we will continue from there through to
the split kingdom. In the next two years we will complete the Old Testament series.
OUTCOME:
The outcome of this series is to teach more of the history of Israel so that the children gain a fuller
understanding of the unfolding plan of redemption and to show that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect King.
Nothing in history happened by chance – everything was part of a perfect divine plan. We will teach
the children to trust God more – knowing that he works out all things perfectly. As with other Old
Testament series – there is not always a simple life application in each lesson. But each lesson teaches
us more about God, more about his ways and more about his ultimate plan of salvation. We must
continually point the children to Jesus – the perfect King who died for them.
Today we will learn of God’s rejection of Saul.
BIBLE REFERENCE: 1 Samuel 15
LESSON: Teach this story from the chapter – try to teach the following as is appropriate for your
children:
•

Why the Amalekites were enemies of Israel and God (Deut 25:17-19; Exodus 17:8-16).

•

God’s instruction to Saul that everyone, including animals, be destroyed as punishment (v2).

•

The fact that Saul did not kill the king Agag or the animals (v9).

•

Saul’s lie and cover up (v13, 15).

•

Saul’s sin of disobedience (v19). Even though Saul had partially obeyed – with God partial
obedience is disobedience.

•

Saul’s punishment (v26, 28).

•

Remind the children that God is serious about sin and will punish all sin. For those who trust in
Jesus’s death – he has taken the punishment for our sin. If we do not trust in Jesus – we will one
day have to bear all the punishment for our own sin in hell.
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NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON ONE: GOD REJECTS KING SAUL (1 Samuel 15)

In the second term last year we learnt some history from the Old Testament. We learnt that Israel
had entered the Promised Land and had asked God for a king and so the prophet Samuel had
anointed Saul as king. This year we are going to pick up the story from there and travel just over
100 years. As we learn these history stories, we must remember that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect
King. At just the right time, because he loves us, God sent Jesus into the world to live the perfect
life in our place and then to die on the cross to take our punishment. If we believe that Jesus died
in our place, we become children of God. He forgives us and will one day take us to heaven to live
with him forever.
Today we will learn about King Saul’s sin and of when
God rejected him as king. God wanted King Saul to love
him and to obey him completely – but he did not.
Instead he did what he wanted. God decided that
Saul’s sons would not become king after him and God
set about choosing a new king for Israel.

We are learning 1 John 1:8 – 9 (ESV) this
term, try to learn this for next week:
[8] If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves
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1 Samuel 15:10–11 [10] The word of the LORD came to Samuel: [11]
“I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from
following me and has not performed my commandments.” And Samuel
was angry, and he cried to the LORD all night. (ESV)
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HOW TO SPLIT A KINGDOM
from 1 Samuel 15 – 1 Kings 12

LESSON TWO: MEET DAVID (1 Samuel 16,17)
BACKGROUND:
Over the past 5 years, in the second term, we have studied the Old Testament. We started in Genesis
and last year we ended with Saul becoming King. This term we will continue from there through to
the split kingdom. In the next two years we will complete the Old Testament series. Last week we
learnt of God’s rejection of Saul.
OUTCOME:
The outcome of this series is to teach more of the history of Israel so that the children gain a fuller
understanding of the unfolding plan of redemption and to show that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect King.
Nothing in history happened by chance – everything was part of a perfect divine plan. We will teach
the children to trust God more – knowing that he works out all things perfectly. As with other Old
Testament series – there is not always a simple life application in each lesson. But each lesson teaches
us more about God, more about his ways and more about his ultimate plan of salvation. We must
continually point the children to Jesus – the perfect King who died for them.
Today we will learn about David – his anointing and killing of Goliath.
BIBLE REFERENCE: 1 Samuel 16,17
LESSON: Teach this story from the Bible – try to teach the following as is appropriate for your
children: (Children who attend Rockies will be familiar with this as we studied this last year in
Rockies.)
•

The story of David’s anointing (16:1-13), remember that there is still a king in Israel.

•

The story of David and Goliath (17). Remember that this story is about how God moved David
into the palace to begin his journey towards becoming king and also shows us David’s character
and his complete faith in God.

•

Note that 16:14-23 probably happened after David killed Goliath.

•

Remind the children of God’s sovereignty – of how he moved a young shepherd boy who loved
him into the palace of the King – setting a chain of events in motion that would lead David to
the throne. Encourage the children who love God to have faith in God’s power and his goodness
to accomplish his will.
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NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON TWO: MEET DAVID (1 Samuel 16,17)

In the second term last year we learnt some history from the Old Testament. We learnt that Israel
had entered the Promised Land and had asked God for a king and so the prophet Samuel had
anointed Saul as king. This year we are going to pick up the story from there and travel just over
100 years. As we learn these history stories, we must remember that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect
King. At just the right time, because he loves us, God sent Jesus into the world to live the perfect
life in our place and then to die on the cross to take our punishment. If we believe that Jesus died
in our place, we become children of God. He forgives us and will one day take us to heaven to live
with him forever.
Today we will learn of God’s new choice for a king –
David – a man who loved God. Samuel will anoint him
– but it will be some years before he will become the
king as King Saul is still on the throne. We will also
learn of David’s bravery – all part of God’s plan to
move David into the palace.

We are learning 1 John 1:8 – 9 (ESV) this
term, try to learn this for next week:
[8] If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us.
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1 Samuel 17:46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and
I will strike you down and cut off your head. And I will give the dead
bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air
and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know
that there is a God in Israel, (ESV)
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HOW TO SPLIT A KINGDOM
from 1 Samuel 15 – 1 Kings 12

LESSON THREE: DAVID’S LIFE IN DANGER (1 Samuel 18-23)
BACKGROUND:
Over the past 5 years, in the second term, we have studied the Old Testament. We started in Genesis
and last year we ended with Saul becoming King. This term we will continue from there through to
the split kingdom. In the next two years we will complete the Old Testament series. We have learnt
of God’s rejection of Saul and David’s anointing as king.
OUTCOME:
The outcome of this series is to teach more of the history of Israel so that the children gain a fuller
understanding of the unfolding plan of redemption and to show that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect King.
Nothing in history happened by chance – everything was part of a perfect divine plan. We will teach
the children to trust God more – knowing that he works out all things perfectly. As with other Old
Testament series – there is not always a simple life application in each lesson. But each lesson teaches
us more about God, more about his ways and more about his ultimate plan of salvation. We must
continually point the children to Jesus – the perfect King who died for them.
Today we will learn of Saul’s jealousy of David, his marriage and Saul’s attempts to kill David.
BIBLE REFERENCE: 1 Samuel 18-23
LESSON: This is quite a long passage and I think we should teach the main points only, do as much
detail as is appropriate for your children: (Children who attend Rockies will be familiar with this as
we studied this last year in Rockies.)
•

David’s success (18:5,7,14,16,30).

•

Saul’s jealousy of David (18:6-9) and his attempt to kill him (18:10-11).

•

David’s marriage to Michal – with appropriate detail (18:17-28).

•

Saul’s further attempt to kill David (19:9-10).

•

Michal’s protection of him (19:11-17).

•

Jonathan protects David (20).

•

Probably omit 21, 22, 23:1-14 – but this is up to you.

•

Saul again tries to kill David (23:15-29).

•

Remind the children that God has a plan for David – to be king – and no matter what King Saul
does – God will carry out his plan. This is the powerful God we serve.
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NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON THREE: DAVID’S LIFE IN DANGER (1 Samuel 18-23)

In the second term last year we learnt some history from the Old Testament. We learnt that Israel
had entered the Promised Land and had asked God for a king and so the prophet Samuel had
anointed Saul as king. This year we are going to pick up the story from there and travel just over
100 years. As we learn these history stories, we must remember that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect
King. At just the right time, because he loves us, God sent Jesus into the world to live the perfect
life in our place and then to die on the cross to take our punishment. If we believe that Jesus died
in our place, we become children of God. He forgives us and will one day take us to heaven to live
with him forever.
Today we will learn how that Saul became jealous of
David and tried to kill him so that finally David had to
run away. Because it was God’s plan for David to be
king – God kept him safe even from the evil and
powerful King Saul. Nobody can mess with God’s plans
– he always does what he wants.

We are learning 1 John 1:8 – 9 (ESV) this
term, try to learn this for next week:
[8] If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. [9] If we
confess our sins,
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1 Samuel 18:8–9 [8] And Saul was very angry, and this saying
displeased him. He said, “They have ascribed to David ten
thousands, and to me they have ascribed thousands, and what more
can he have but the kingdom?” [9] And Saul eyed David from that
day on. (ESV)
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HOW TO SPLIT A KINGDOM
from 1 Samuel 15 – 1 Kings 12

LESSON FOUR: THE DEATH OF SAUL (1 Samuel 24-31, 2 Samuel 1)
BACKGROUND:
Over the past 5 years, in the second term, we have studied the Old Testament. We started in Genesis
and last year we ended with Saul becoming King. This term we will continue from there through to
the split kingdom. In the next two years we will complete the Old Testament series. We have learnt
of God’s rejection of Saul, David’s anointing as king, Saul’s jealousy of David, his marriage and Saul’s
attempts to kill David.
OUTCOME:
The outcome of this series is to teach more of the history of Israel so that the children gain a fuller
understanding of the unfolding plan of redemption and to show that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect King.
Nothing in history happened by chance – everything was part of a perfect divine plan. We will teach
the children to trust God more – knowing that he works out all things perfectly. As with other Old
Testament series – there is not always a simple life application in each lesson. But each lesson teaches
us more about God, more about his ways and more about his ultimate plan of salvation. We must
continually point the children to Jesus – the perfect King who died for them.
Today we will learn how that David refuses to kill King Saul and of his death.
BIBLE REFERENCE: 1 Samuel 24-31, 2 Samuel 1
LESSON: This is quite a long passage and I think we should teach the main points only, do as much
detail as is appropriate for your children: (Children who attend Rockies will be familiar with this as
we studied this last year in Rockies.)
•

David refuses to kill King Saul and King Saul apologises (24).

•

Leave out the story of David and Nabal and Abigail (unless you have time) (25).

•

David refuses to kill King Saul again (26).

•

Leave out chapter 27.

•

Saul consults a “witch” (28) (possibly actually Samuel).

•

Leave out chapters 29 and 30.

•

The death of Saul and David’s response to his death (31 and 2 Sam 1).

•

David had refused to kill King Saul but had waited for God’s timing, this is about 14 years after
he was anointed by Samuel. Encourage the children that God always keeps his promises and
God always achieves his plans, even if sometimes it does look as though we have to wait a long
time.

•

Although these lessons do not lend themselves easily to a discussion of the gospel – it is
important that we regularly remind our children of their sin and of their need for salvation.
Perhaps use the memory verse as a platform for this reminder.
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NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON FOUR: THE DEATH OF SAUL (1 Samuel 24-31, 2 Samuel 1)

In the second term last year we learnt some history from the Old Testament. We learnt that Israel
had entered the Promised Land and had asked God for a king and so the prophet Samuel had
anointed Saul as king. This year we are going to pick up the story from there and travel just over
100 years. As we learn these history stories, we must remember that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect
King. At just the right time, because he loves us, God sent Jesus into the world to live the perfect
life in our place and then to die on the cross to take our punishment. If we believe that Jesus died
in our place, we become children of God. He forgives us and will one day take us to heaven to live
with him forever.
Today we will learn how that even though David
refused to kill King Saul when he had the chance,
finally King Saul died, and the way was open for David
to become king as God had promised about 14 years
before.

We are learning 1 John 1:8 – 9 (ESV) this term,
try to learn this for next week:
[8] If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. [9] If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins
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2 Samuel 1:11–12 [11] Then David took hold of his clothes and tore
them, and so did all the men who were with him. [12] And they
mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and for
Jonathan his son and for the people of the LORD and for the house
of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword. (ESV)
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HOW TO SPLIT A KINGDOM
from 1 Samuel 15 – 1 Kings 12

LESSON FIVE: AN OVERVIEW OF DAVID THE KING (2 Samuel especially 2, 5, 7)
BACKGROUND:
Over the past 5 years, in the second term, we have studied the Old Testament. We started in Genesis
and last year we ended with Saul becoming King. This term we will continue from there through to
the split kingdom. In the next two years we will complete the Old Testament series. We have learnt
of God’s rejection of Saul, David’s anointing as king, Saul’s jealousy of David, his marriage, Saul’s
attempts to kill David, David refusing to kill King Saul and of his death.
OUTCOME:
The outcome of this series is to teach more of the history of Israel so that the children gain a fuller
understanding of the unfolding plan of redemption and to show that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect King.
Nothing in history happened by chance – everything was part of a perfect divine plan. We will teach
the children to trust God more – knowing that he works out all things perfectly. As with other Old
Testament series – there is not always a simple life application in each lesson. But each lesson teaches
us more about God, more about his ways and more about his ultimate plan of salvation. We must
continually point the children to Jesus – the perfect King who died for them.
Today we will learn of David’s anointing and the covenant.
BIBLE REFERENCE: 2 Samuel especially 2, 5, 7
LESSON: Unfortunately, we only have this one lesson to learn about David as king. Much of 2 Samuel
involves battles as well as his family’s drama. I would like us to focus as follows (but of course you
are free to add in more details if you have time):
•

David anointed king of Judah (2).

•

The tension between David’s house and Saul’s (3:1), Saul’s heirs having claim to the throne –
even though God wanted David on the throne.

•

David actually anointed king over all of Israel, about 20 years after his anointing by Samuel (5:15).

•

David’s desire to build the temple, and God’s covenant with David (7). This marks a milestone in
the Old Testament and a promise of a great king to come. Jesus is often referred to as the “Son
of David” and accepts this praise because he is the fulfilment of this prophecy and promise to
David. These two links provide some useful extra information:
https://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/don_stewart/don_stewart_1332.cfm
https://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-son-of-David.html

•

Do as much detail as your children can understand – but try to teach at least that God is talking
here about Jesus. God has set up the line of David on the throne of Israel to the line from which
the promised Messiah will come. Even though Jesus will only be born about 1000 years later –
all of this is part of God’s plan for salvation. Do remind the children of their need for salvation.

•

If you have time and it is appropriate you can do the story of Bathsheba – this is pivotal in
David’s life – but tricky to teach at this age.
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LESSON FIVE: AN OVERVIEW OF DAVID THE KING (2 Samuel especially 2, 5, 7)

In the second term last year we learnt some history from the Old Testament. We learnt that Israel
had entered the Promised Land and had asked God for a king and so the prophet Samuel had
anointed Saul as king. This year we are going to pick up the story from there and travel just over
100 years. As we learn these history stories, we must remember that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect
King. At just the right time, because he loves us, God sent Jesus into the world to live the perfect
life in our place and then to die on the cross to take our punishment. If we believe that Jesus died
in our place, we become children of God. He forgives us and will one day take us to heaven to live
with him forever.

Today we will learn about David as king. We don’t have a lot of time
to learn all he did, but he was a mighty warrior who conquered
Israel’s enemies, and even though he sinned by taking another man’s
wife and killing her husband, he repented, and God still called him “a
man after my heart” (Acts 13:22). David wrote many beautiful psalms
that we still read in our Bible today. God made a special promise to
David – we will learn about this today, and when Jesus is born about
1000 years later, he is called the “Son of David” in fulfilment of the
promise God made to David (Mat 1:1).

We are learning 1 John 1:8 – 9 (ESV) this term, try
to learn this for next week:
[8] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves
and the truth is not in us. [9] If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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2 Samuel 7:12–13 [12] When your days are fulfilled and you lie down
with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall
come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. [13] He shall
build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever. (ESV)
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1 Kings 3:12–13 [12]…Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind,
so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise
after you. [13] I give you also what you have not asked, both riches
and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your
days. (ESV)
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HOW TO SPLIT A KINGDOM
from 1 Samuel 15 – 1 Kings 12

LESSON SIX: THE WISDOM OF KING SOLOMON (1 Kings 1-4)
BACKGROUND:
Over the past 5 years, in the second term, we have studied the Old Testament. We started in Genesis
and last year we ended with Saul becoming King. This term we will continue from there through to
the split kingdom. In the next two years we will complete the Old Testament series. We have learnt
of God’s rejection of Saul, David’s anointing as king, Saul’s jealousy of David, his marriage, Saul’s
attempts to kill David, David refusing to kill King Saul, his death, David’s anointing and the covenant.
OUTCOME:
The outcome of this series is to teach more of the history of Israel so that the children gain a fuller
understanding of the unfolding plan of redemption and to show that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect King.
Nothing in history happened by chance – everything was part of a perfect divine plan. We will teach
the children to trust God more – knowing that he works out all things perfectly. As with other Old
Testament series – there is not always a simple life application in each lesson. But each lesson teaches
us more about God, more about his ways and more about his ultimate plan of salvation. We must
continually point the children to Jesus – the perfect King who died for them.
Today we will learn of the wisdom of Solomon.
BIBLE REFERENCE: 1 Kings 1-4
LESSON: The focus here is to illustrate the wisdom of Solomon, try to teach these points:
•

Solomon crowned as king (1:28-53).

•

David’s death (2:10-12).

•

Solomon’s prayer for wisdom (3:3-15).

•

Solomon’s wisdom portrayed (3:16-27).

•

Solomon’s wisdom discussed (4:29-34).

•

Perhaps read a few proverbs to show Solomon’s wisdom and thank God for preserving this
wisdom for us.
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LESSON SIX: THE WISDOM OF KING SOLOMON (1 Kings 1-4)

In the second term last year we learnt some history from the Old Testament. We learnt that Israel
had entered the Promised Land and had asked God for a king and so the prophet Samuel had
anointed Saul as king. This year we are going to pick up the story from there and travel just over
100 years. As we learn these history stories, we must remember that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect
King. At just the right time, because he loves us, God sent Jesus into the world to live the perfect
life in our place and then to die on the cross to take our punishment. If we believe that Jesus died
in our place, we become children of God. He forgives us and will one day take us to heaven to live
with him forever.
Today we will learn about King Solomon who was David’s
son and who became king after David died. King Solomon
was the wisest man who ever lived, (1 Kings 3, 12-13; 4:31)
and he wrote some wise words that we have in the Bible
to this day. We will learn about one of his wise decisions
today.

Well done if you have learnt 1 John 1:8 – 9
(ESV) now keep practising:
[8] If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. [9] If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.
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LESSON SEVEN: THE WEALTH AND THE RUIN OF KING SOLOMON (1 Kings 5-11:13)
BACKGROUND:
Over the past 5 years, in the second term, we have studied the Old Testament. We started in Genesis
and last year we ended with Saul becoming King. This term we will continue from there through to
the split kingdom. In the next two years we will complete the Old Testament series. We have learnt
of God’s rejection of Saul, David’s anointing as king, Saul’s jealousy of David, his marriage, Saul’s
attempts to kill David, David refusing to kill King Saul, his death, David’s anointing, the covenant and
the wisdom of Solomon.
OUTCOME:
The outcome of this series is to teach more of the history of Israel so that the children gain a fuller
understanding of the unfolding plan of redemption and to show that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect King.
Nothing in history happened by chance – everything was part of a perfect divine plan. We will teach
the children to trust God more – knowing that he works out all things perfectly. As with other Old
Testament series – there is not always a simple life application in each lesson. But each lesson teaches
us more about God, more about his ways and more about his ultimate plan of salvation. We must
continually point the children to Jesus – the perfect King who died for them.
Today we will learn of Solomon’s wealth, the building of the temple and Solomon’s downfall.
BIBLE REFERENCE: 1 Kings 5-11:13
LESSON: There are a few points in this lesson that are key to Israel’s history. Try to teach these:
•

Solomon begins to build the temple (6:1), perhaps read some descriptions.

•

God’s glory filling the temple (8:10).

•

Solomon’s benediction (8:54-61).

•

God appears to Solomon again (9:1-9).

•

The visit of the Queen of Sheba and Solomon’s great wealth (10).

•

Solomon’s great sin of taking foreign wives (11:1-8).

•

God’s judgment on Solomon because of his sin (11:9-13). This judgment impacted on all of Israel
and resulted in the division of the kingdom, which was permanent, and the final dissolution of
the 10 northern tribes.

•

Remind the children that God does take sin very seriously – the judgment on Solomon and Israel
was serious – but God has provided a way of forgiveness and salvation. Encourage the children
to think about their sin and their need for forgiveness bought by the death of Jesus.
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LESSON SEVEN: THE WEALTH AND THE RUIN OF KING SOLOMON (1 Kings 5-11:13)

In the second term last year we learnt some history from the Old Testament. We learnt that Israel
had entered the Promised Land and had asked God for a king and so the prophet Samuel had
anointed Saul as king. This year we are going to pick up the story from there and travel just over
100 years. As we learn these history stories, we must remember that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect
King. At just the right time, because he loves us, God sent Jesus into the world to live the perfect
life in our place and then to die on the cross to take our punishment. If we believe that Jesus died
in our place, we become children of God. He forgives us and will one day take us to heaven to live
with him forever.
Today we will learn more about King Solomon. We will learn that
he was also the richest king (1 Kings 3:13; 10:23) and very famous
and he built the most amazing temple. But sadly, King Solomon
did not obey God and he married many women who did not love
God and he started worshiping idols. So God told Solomon that
he was going to take the kingdom away from Solomon’s son and
leave only a small part – for the sake of David.

Well done if you have learnt 1 John 1:8 – 9
(ESV) now keep practising:
[8] If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. [9] If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
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1 Kings 11:11–13 [11] Therefore the LORD said to Solomon,
“Since…you have not kept…my statutes…I will surely tear the
kingdom from you…[13] However, I will not tear away all the
kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of David
my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem that I have chosen.”
(ESV)

https://craftingthewordofgod.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/solomons-temple-coloring-page.jpg

1 Kings 11:11–13 [11] Therefore the LORD said to Solomon,
“Since…you have not kept…my statutes…I will surely tear the
kingdom from you…[13] However, I will not tear away all the
kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of David
my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem that I have chosen.”
(ESV)
1 Kings 11:11–13 [11] Therefore the LORD said to Solomon,
“Since…you have not kept…my statutes…I will surely tear the
kingdom from you…[13] However, I will not tear away all the
kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of David
my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem that I have chosen.”
(ESV)
1 Kings 11:11–13 [11] Therefore the LORD said to Solomon,
“Since…you have not kept…my statutes…I will surely tear the
kingdom from you…[13] However, I will not tear away all the
kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of David
my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem that I have chosen.”
(ESV)
1 Kings 11:11–13 [11] Therefore the LORD said to Solomon,
“Since…you have not kept…my statutes…I will surely tear the
kingdom from you…[13] However, I will not tear away all the
kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of David
my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem that I have chosen.”
(ESV)

https://craftingthewordofgod.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/solomons-temple-coloring-page.jpg

HOW TO SPLIT A KINGDOM
from 1 Samuel 15 – 1 Kings 12

LESSON EIGHT: GOD SPLITS THE KINGDOM (1 Kings 11:14-43, 12)
BACKGROUND:
Over the past 5 years, in the second term, we have studied the Old Testament. We started in Genesis
and last year we ended with Saul becoming King. This term we will continue from there through to
the split kingdom. In the next two years we will complete the Old Testament series. We have learnt
of God’s rejection of Saul, David’s anointing as king, Saul’s jealousy of David, his marriage, Saul’s
attempts to kill David, David refusing to kill King Saul, his death, David’s anointing, the covenant, the
wisdom of Solomon, Solomon’s wealth, the building of the temple and Solomon’s downfall.
OUTCOME:
The outcome of this series is to teach more of the history of Israel so that the children gain a fuller
understanding of the unfolding plan of redemption and to show that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect King.
Nothing in history happened by chance – everything was part of a perfect divine plan. We will teach
the children to trust God more – knowing that he works out all things perfectly. As with other Old
Testament series – there is not always a simple life application in each lesson. But each lesson teaches
us more about God, more about his ways and more about his ultimate plan of salvation. We must
continually point the children to Jesus – the perfect King who died for them.
Today we will learn of the judgment of God by dividing the kingdom.
BIBLE REFERENCE: 1 Kings 11:14-43, 12
LESSON: Try to teach these points:
•

The prophet Ahijah and Jeroboam (11:29-39). God promises the kingdom of Israel to Jeroboam
and promises blessing if he follows God.

•

Solomon dies and Rehoboam becomes king (11:43).

•

Rehoboam takes bad advice and threatens the people with hard labour and so they desert him
(12:1-15).

•

This is so that God’s prophecy will come true (12:15, 24).

•

The people make Jeroboam king (12:20) over all Israel except Judah. There are now two kings
and two kingdoms.

•

Jeroboam immediately sets up idols for the people to worship (12:25-33).

•

Once again we see the consequences of sin – God is serious about those who disobey him and
he punishes sin, sometimes during our lifetime and always in eternity. These examples of God’s
punishment show us how much God hates sin and how severe his punishment is. We can only
imagine how severe the eternal punishment will be. Please remind your children again of Jesus’
death in their place that absorbed God’s wrath and of their need for repentance and salvation.

prepared by Judy Parker Hillcrest Baptist Church 2019

HOW TO SPLIT A KINGDOM
from 1 Samuel 15 – 1 Kings 12

NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON EIGHT: GOD SPLITS THE KINGDOM (1 Kings 11:14-43, 12)

In the second term last year we learnt some history from the Old Testament. We learnt that Israel
had entered the Promised Land and had asked God for a king and so the prophet Samuel had
anointed Saul as king. This year we are going to pick up the story from there and travel just over
100 years. As we learn these history stories, we must remember that God is in control of all these
events. Some of them might seem odd or confusing – but in them all God is working out his plan
until the time is right for Jesus to come into the world about 1000 years later, as the perfect
King. At just the right time, because he loves us, God sent Jesus into the world to live the perfect
life in our place and then to die on the cross to take our punishment. If we believe that Jesus died
in our place, we become children of God. He forgives us and will one day take us to heaven to live
with him forever.
Today we will learn about God’s punishment on King
Solomon – for turning away from God and worshipping idols.
God took the kingdom away from Solomon’s son Rehoboam
and gave most of it to his enemy Jeroboam. But God still had
a plan for the descendants of David and he had made a
promise – so Rehoboam still reigned in Judah, and David’s
descendants kept reigning. This was still the line that the
promised Messiah would come from, but we have to wait
about 1000 more years for Jesus!

Well done if you have learnt 1 John 1:8 – 9 (ESV) now
keep practising:
[8] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and
the truth is not in us. [9] If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
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1 Kings 11:31–32 [31]… for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,
‘Behold, I am about to tear the kingdom from the hand of Solomon
and will give you ten tribes [32] (but he shall have one tribe, for
the sake of my servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the
city that I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel.) (ESV)
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