From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
LESSON ONE: THE TWELVE SPY OUT THE LAND Numbers 13 -14:38
BACKGROUND: This is the first lesson – but it leads on from the series we did in the second
term last year – which took us to the end of Exodus.
OUTCOMES: This series will achieve two outcomes. The first is that it will teach the children
some more of the story of the nation of Israel and of God’s workings with them. We do know
that these stories were written in the Bible for us to be able to learn from (1 Cor 10:11, Rom
15:4). In addition, we will be learning more of God’s faithfulness to his word through these stories
and we will encourage the children to learn to trust in God for all things at all times. We will, of
course, find every opportunity to remind the children of the gospel – of their need of salvation
and of Jesus’ death in their place.
In today’s lesson we will learn the story of the spies who refused to enter the land because they
did not trust in God and of how God punished the people because of their lack of trust in him.
BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 13 -14:38
LESSON: This is an interesting story to teach. Try to teach the following points:
 God had made many promises that he would give his people the land of Canaan – or the
Promised Land – from Abraham (Gen 15:18-20) to the Israelites through Moses (Ex 23:2033).


The 12 spies sent into the land.



The report of the spies (13:25-19).



The report of Joshua and Caleb (13:30-33, 14:6-9).



The rebellion of the people (14:1-4, 10).



Moses’ intercession (14:13-19) – see how he calls on God’s faithfulness to his own word.



God’s forgiveness and punishment of those who rebelled and disobeyed (Heb 3:14-18) and
saving of Joshua and Caleb (14:20-38).



Notice how that despite their sin – God is still going to keep his word and will take his people
into the Promised Land – although he still punishes those who rebel.



Remind the children of God’s faithfulness to his promises – he never breaks his word. He will
be faithful to us too – and forgive us when we repent (1 John 1:8-9) – just as he has promised.
Encourage the children to see their need for forgiveness and salvation.
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From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
NAME:_______________________________________________________________
LESSON ONE: THE TWELVE SPY OUT THE LAND Numbers 13 and 14
Last year we left the Israelites after God had given them the law and instructions on how to build
the tabernacle. This year we will trace the journey of the Israelites from that time on until they
enter and conquer the Promised Land and finally get their first King. We will be moving through
this time period quite quickly, but we will see that all along God remains faithful to his promises
and to his people even though there are many times that they reject him or forget about him and
disobey him. At times God punishes them and at times he shows great grace and mercy to them
but all the time God is working out his plan for his people.
Remember that God’s plan is to save this people because he loves us. He sent Jesus to die on the
cross for our sins. Jesus was fully man and fully God and he never sinned. When he died he took
the punishment for our sin, and then he rose again. If you trust Jesus to save you and repent of
your sin – you become one of God’s children and part of his family who will live in heaven with
him forever.

Sometime after the Israelites had left Mount Sinai and
received the law, they came near to the Land of Canaan –
the land that God had promised to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob many years before. Moses sent spies in to the land,
but most of them came back terrified. The people were
scared and did not trust God – so God punished them. He
said that none of the adults would ever be allowed to go
into the Promised Land, only the children and the two
faithful spies would be allowed in.
How sad that they chose not to trust God and believe that he keeps his promises. Hebrews 3:1418 tells us that they were disobedient and did not believe God. We know that God always keeps his
word and we can always trust him to do what he says he will do. We must learn from the mistakes
of these Israelites. (1 Cor 10:6-11)

This term we are learning Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
8. For by grace you have been saved through faith.
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[30] But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” [31] Then
the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we are.” [32] So they brought
to the people of Israel a bad report of the land that they had spied out, saying, “The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a land
that devours its inhabitants, and all the people that we saw in it are of great height. [33] And there we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who
come from the Nephilim), and we seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.” (Numbers 13:30–33 ESV)

We came to the land to
which you sent us. It
flows with milk and
honey, and this is its
fruit. However, the
people who dwell in the
land are strong, and the
cities are fortified and
very large. And besides,
we saw the descendants
of Anak there. The
Amalekites dwell in the
land of the Negeb. The
Hittites, the Jebusites,
and the Amorites dwell
in the hill country. And
the Canaanites dwell by
the sea, and along the
Jordan. (from Numbers
13:27–29 ESV)
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From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
LESSON TWO: MOSES STRIKES THE ROCK Numbers 20:2-13
BACKGROUND: This series leads on from the series we did in the second term last year – which
took us to the end of Exodus. The children have learnt about the 12 who spied out the land and
of God’s punishment on the people.
OUTCOMES: This series will achieve two outcomes. The first is that it will teach the children
some more of the story of the nation of Israel and of God’s workings with them. We do know
that these stories were written in the Bible for us to be able to learn from (1 Cor 10:11, Rom
15:4). In addition, we will be learning more of God’s faithfulness to his word through these stories
and we will encourage the children to learn to trust in God for all things at all times. We will, of
course, find every opportunity to remind the children of the gospel – of their need of salvation
and of Jesus’ death in their place.
In today’s lesson we will learn the story of when Moses disobeyed God by striking the rock and
of how God punished him for this.
BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 20:2-13
LESSON: This is an interesting story to teach. Try to teach the following points:
 Some time after the previous lesson the people started to grumble again, Moses pleaded
with God and God gave Moses a specific instruction – to tell the rock to yield water (20:8).


Moses struck the rock instead (20:11) – possibly he was angry (20:10)



God punished Moses (and Aaron) because of his lack of faith and because did not bring
glory to the people.



God punished Moses by not letting him into the Promised Land (20:12).



Aaron died soon after that (20:22-29) – just as God had said – and we will learn later of
Moses’ death.



Although this always seems like a slightly strange story – it shows very clearly how serious
God is about obedience and how seriously he takes his own glory. Even though Moses was
very close to God – God can’t overlook sin. While we might not see consequences of sin in
this way today – we still know that sin deserves death physical death (Rom 5:12) and eternal
death (Rom 6:23). Unless we place our trust in Jesus – we will all die. Encourage the children
to turn from their sins and to trust in God as the one who can forgive because of Jesus’ death
for us.
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From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
NAME:_______________________________________________________________
LESSON TWO: MOSES STRIKES THE ROCK Numbers 20:2-13
Last year we left the Israelites after God had given them the law and instructions on how to build
the tabernacle. This year we will trace the journey of the Israelites from that time on until they
enter and conquer the Promised Land and finally get their first King. We will be moving through
this time period quite quickly, but we will see that all along God remains faithful to his promises
and to his people even though there are many times that they reject him or forget about him and
disobey him. At times God punishes them and at times he shows great grace and mercy to them
but all the time God is working out his plan for his people.
Remember that God’s plan is to save this people because he loves us. He sent Jesus to die on the
cross for our sins. Jesus was fully man and fully God and he never sinned. When he died he took
the punishment for our sin, and then he rose again. If you trust Jesus to save you and repent of
your sin – you become one of God’s children and part of his family who will live in heaven with
him forever.

After the Israelites had been walking for some time, they
started to moan and grumble. They moaned at Moses and
blamed him for bringing them into the desert where they
had no water. They even wished that they were back in
Egypt – where they had been slaves!
So Moses prayed to God and God told Moses to stand before
the people and to tell water to come out of the rock. But
Moses hit the rock twice with his staff and water came out.
So God was very angry with Moses (Deut 3:26) and God punished Moses and told him that he would
never enter the Promised Land, even though Moses begged God to let him enter the Promised Land
(Deut 3:25). But God said no. God is very serious about us obeying him. We must obey God – but if we
don’t – God will forgive us when we say sorry because Jesus died and took the punishment for our sin.

This term we are learning Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
8. For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
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Numbers 20:10–12: [10]
Then Moses and Aaron
gathered the assembly
together before the
rock, and he said to
them, “Hear now, you
rebels: shall we bring
water for you out of this
rock?” [11] And Moses
lifted up his hand and
struck the rock with his
staff twice, and water
came out abundantly,
and the congregation
drank,
and
their
livestock. [12] And the
LORD said to Moses and
Aaron, “Because you did
not believe in me, to
uphold me as holy in the
eyes of the people of
Israel, therefore you
shall not bring this
assembly into the land
that I have given them.”
(ESV)
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From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
LESSON THREE: MOSES DIES AND GOD CHOSES JOSHUA Deuteronomy 34 and Joshua 1:1-9
BACKGROUND: This series leads on from the series we did in the second term last year – which
took us to the end of Exodus. The children have learnt about the 12 who spied out the land and
of God’s punishment on the people and of Moses’ disobedience and punishment
OUTCOMES: This series will achieve two outcomes. The first is that it will teach the children
some more of the story of the nation of Israel and of God’s workings with them. We do know
that these stories were written in the Bible for us to be able to learn from (1 Cor 10:11, Rom
15:4). In addition, we will be learning more of God’s faithfulness to his word through these stories
and we will encourage the children to learn to trust in God for all things at all times. We will, of
course, find every opportunity to remind the children of the gospel – of their need of salvation
and of Jesus’ death in their place.
In today’s lesson we will learn about Moses’ death and the choosing of Joshua.
BIBLE PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 34 and Joshua 1:1-9
LESSON: This story follows on from the previous lesson where we learnt of the punishment of
Moses. Try to teach the following points:
 This story takes place nearly 40 years after the Israelites had left Egypt. Moses was 120 years
old and the Bible says that he was still strong – God had preserved him (34:7).


God reminds Moses of the reason for his punishment – but does let him see the land (34:14).



It might be useful to spend a bit of time reminding the children of what the Bible says about
Moses eg Exodus 33:11, Deut 34:10-12, Numbers 12:3 Hebrews, 11:23-28).



Moses died but no one saw his body or knows where he was buried (34:6).



God’s choosing of Joshua (34:9, Josh 1:1).



God’s instructions to Joshua not to be afraid and to obey the law (1:1-9).



God’s promise to be with Joshua and to give him the land (1:2-9).



God is still being faithful to his word – even though 40 years have passed since the Israelites
sinned and even though Moses is dead – God is still looking after his people and keeping
his word. Encourage the children with this faithfulness of God’s – that he does what he says
– perhaps consider some of God’s promises that they can hold on to – such as forgiveness
and eternal life.
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From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
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LESSON THREE: MOSES DIES AND GOD CHOOSES JOSHUA Deuteronomy 34 and Joshua 1:1-9
Last year we left the Israelites after God had given them the law and instructions on how to build
the tabernacle. This year we will trace the journey of the Israelites from that time on until they
enter and conquer the Promised Land and finally get their first King. We will be moving through
this time period quite quickly, but we will see that all along God remains faithful to his promises
and to his people even though there are many times that they reject him or forget about him and
disobey him. At times God punishes them and at times he shows great grace and mercy to them
but all the time God is working out his plan for his people.
Remember that God’s plan is to save this people because he loves us. He sent Jesus to die on the
cross for our sins. Jesus was fully man and fully God and he never sinned. When he died he took
the punishment for our sin, and then he rose again. If you trust Jesus to save you and repent of
your sin – you become one of God’s children and part of his family who will live in heaven with
him forever.

So finally, 40 years after God had punished the Israelites, they
arrived at the border of the Promised Land. But because Moses had
disobeyed God, he was not allowed to enter. God took him up onto a
mountain top and showed him the land that he had promised to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Moses was 120 years old but he was still
very healthy. He died and God buried him, but no one knows where.
The people cried for him for 30 days.
Before Moses died, God had chosen Joshua to be the next leader.
He was one of the spies who had trusted in God.
So God said to Joshua: “No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I
was with Moses, so I will be with you.” (Josh 1:5). But God also told Joshua to be careful to keep all
the laws that God had given to Moses and he told Joshua to be strong and courageous. God had kept
his promise and was finally ready to lead the people into the Land of Canaan promised about 470 years
before to Abraham. God always keeps his promises!

This term we are learning Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
8. For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
9. not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
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From Deut 34 (ESV) [1] Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, … [4] And the LORD said to
him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’
I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.” [5] So Moses the servant of the
LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD, [6] and he buried him in the
valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor; but no one knows the place of his burial to this day.
[7] Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eye was undimmed, and his vigor unabated. [8] And
the people of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and
mourning for Moses were ended…. [10] And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses,
whom the LORD knew face to face, [11] none like him for all the signs and the wonders that the LORD
sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, [12] and for
all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.
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From Deut 34 (ESV) [1] Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, … [4] And the LORD said to
him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’
I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.” [5] So Moses the servant of the
LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD, [6] and he buried him in the
valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor; but no one knows the place of his burial to this day.
[7] Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eye was undimmed, and his vigor unabated. [8] And
the people of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and
mourning for Moses were ended…. [10] And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses,
whom the LORD knew face to face, [11] none like him for all the signs and the wonders that the LORD
sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, [12] and for
all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.
From Deut 34 (ESV) [1] Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, … [4] And the LORD said to
him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’
I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.” [5] So Moses the servant of the
LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD, [6] and he buried him in the
valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor; but no one knows the place of his burial to this day.
[7] Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eye was undimmed, and his vigor unabated. [8] And
the people of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and
mourning for Moses were ended…. [10] And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses,
whom the LORD knew face to face, [11] none like him for all the signs and the wonders that the LORD
sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, [12] and for
all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.
From Deut 34 (ESV) [1] Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, … [4] And the LORD said to
him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’
I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.” [5] So Moses the servant of the
LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD, [6] and he buried him in the
valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor; but no one knows the place of his burial to this day.
[7] Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eye was undimmed, and his vigor unabated. [8] And
the people of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and
mourning for Moses were ended…. [10] And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses,
whom the LORD knew face to face, [11] none like him for all the signs and the wonders that the LORD
sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, [12] and for
all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.

From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
LESSON FOUR: THE DEFEAT OF JERICHO Joshua 2-6
BACKGROUND: This series leads on from the series we did in the second term last year – which
took us to the end of Exodus. The children have learnt about the 12 who spied out the land and
of God’s punishment on the people, of Moses’ disobedience and punishment and death and of
the commissioning of Joshua.
OUTCOMES: This series will achieve two outcomes. The first is that it will teach the children
some more of the story of the nation of Israel and of God’s workings with them. We do know
that these stories were written in the Bible for us to be able to learn from (1 Cor 10:11, Rom
15:4). In addition, we will be learning more of God’s faithfulness to his word through these stories
and we will encourage the children to learn to trust in God for all things at all times. We will, of
course, find every opportunity to remind the children of the gospel – of their need of salvation
and of Jesus’ death in their place.
In today’s lesson we will learn about the defeat of Jericho.
BIBLE PASSAGE: from Joshua 2-6
LESSON: This is also an interesting story and easy to tell. Try to teach the following points:
 The story of the spies and Rahab (2:1-22).



Rahab’s acknowledgement of God (2:8-11) and the faith she showed (2:12-13), (Heb 11:13).
The favourable report from the spies (2:23-24).



The crossing of the Jordan (Josh 3) – probably briefly.



The fall of Jericho (Josh 6). Clearly this was the work of God and not the work of the Israelites.



The protection of Rahab.



Finally the Israelites had entered the Promised Land – God had been faithful to them and
had kept his promises from about 470 years before. Once again please remind your children
of God’s faithfulness even when it seems as though the situation is impossible – like needing
to cross a river or defeat a huge city – if God wants it done – it gets done. We can have such
confidence in him.
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LESSON FOUR: THE DEFEAT OF JERICHO Joshua 2-6
Last year we left the Israelites after God had given them the law and instructions on how to build
the tabernacle. This year we will trace the journey of the Israelites from that time on until they
enter and conquer the Promised Land and finally get their first King. We will be moving through
this time period quite quickly, but we will see that all along God remains faithful to his promises
and to his people even though there are many times that they reject him or forget about him and
disobey him. At times God punishes them and at times he shows great grace and mercy to them
but all the time God is working out his plan for his people.
Remember that God’s plan is to save this people because he loves us. He sent Jesus to die on the
cross for our sins. Jesus was fully man and fully God and he never sinned. When he died he took
the punishment for our sin, and then he rose again. If you trust Jesus to save you and repent of
your sin – you become one of God’s children and part of his family who will live in heaven with
him forever.

So finally the Israelites were ready to enter the Promised Land.
Joshua sent spies into the land and boy did they have an interesting
time! You will learn about Rahab today. Also – God gave the people
some interesting instructions as to how to defeat the city of
Jericho. There was no way that the people could think that they
were the ones who defeated the enemy – they knew that this victory
was all God’s doing.
Sometimes we forget that God is totally in control over everything – remember we learnt about God’s
sovereignty in other lessons. Just like God showed the Israelites that he was in control of the victory
over Jericho – so the Bible teaches us that God is control over all things that happen in our lives (Rom
8:28). When God wants something done – he does it – even when it seems like something impossible – like
crossing a river or defeating a huge city. Nothing can stop God from doing what he has planned to do.

This term we are learning Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
8. For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
9. not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
10. For we are his workmanship,
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Joshua 6: [15] On the seventh
day they rose early, at the
dawn of day, and marched
around the city in the same
manner seven times. It was only
on that day that they marched
around the city seven times.
[16] And at the seventh time,
when the priests had blown the
trumpets, Joshua said to the
people, “Shout, for the LORD
has given you the city… [20] So
the people shouted, and the
trumpets were blown. As soon
as the people heard the sound
of the trumpet, the people
shouted a great shout, and the
wall fell down flat, so that the
people went up into the city,
every man straight before him,
and they captured the city. [21]
Then they devoted all in the
city to destruction, both men
and women, young and old, oxen,
sheep, and donkeys, with the
edge of the sword. (ESV)
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From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
LESSON FIVE: ACHAN’S SIN AND THE DEFEAT OF AI Joshua 7 - 8:29
BACKGROUND: This series leads on from the series we did in the second term last year – which
took us to the end of Exodus. The children have learnt about the 12 who spied out the land and
of God’s punishment on the people, of Moses’ disobedience and punishment and death, of the
commissioning of Joshua, of the entry into the Promised Land and the defeat of Jericho.
OUTCOMES: This series will achieve two outcomes. The first is that it will teach the children
some more of the story of the nation of Israel and of God’s workings with them. We do know
that these stories were written in the Bible for us to be able to learn from (1 Cor 10:11, Rom
15:4). In addition, we will be learning more of God’s faithfulness to his word through these stories
and we will encourage the children to learn to trust in God for all things at all times. We will, of
course, find every opportunity to remind the children of the gospel – of their need of salvation
and of Jesus’ death in their place.
In today’s lesson we will learn about Achan’s sin and the final victory over Ai.
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 7 - 8:29
LESSON: This is also an interesting story, although a bit long. Try to teach the following points:
 God had given instructions that the people were not to take any of the property that God
wanted destroyed, and that some property had to be kept for God’s house. (Josh 6:18-19).


But Achan disobeyed God and stole some property (7:1) and hid it in his tent (7:20-23), but
Joshua did not know this.



The disastrous attack on Ai (7:2-5).



Joshua’s prayer (7:6-8).



Achan’s sin discovered (7:10-21).



God punishes Achan (7:22-26).



The Israelites defeat Ai with the help of God (8:1-29) – perhaps there is no need to go into
all the detail here.



This story teaches us again how seriously God takes disobedience to him and that no sin is
hidden from him. The children need to know that they must die for their sin – but they need
to know that God loves them and made a way of escape – remind them of the need to put
all their trust in the death of Jesus in their place and to turn in repentance to God.
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From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
NAME:_______________________________________________________________
LESSON FIVE: ACHAN’S SIN AND THE DEFEAT OF AI Joshua 7 - 8:29
Last year we left the Israelites after God had given them the law and instructions on how to build
the tabernacle. This year we will trace the journey of the Israelites from that time on until they
enter and conquer the Promised Land and finally get their first King. We will be moving through
this time period quite quickly, but we will see that all along God remains faithful to his promises
and to his people even though there are many times that they reject him or forget about him and
disobey him. At times God punishes them and at times he shows great grace and mercy to them
but all the time God is working out his plan for his people.
Remember that God’s plan is to save this people because he loves us. He sent Jesus to die on the
cross for our sins. Jesus was fully man and fully God and he never sinned. When he died he took
the punishment for our sin, and then he rose again. If you trust Jesus to save you and repent of
your sin – you become one of God’s children and part of his family who will live in heaven with
him forever.
In the last lesson we saw that Israel had had an almighty
victory over Jericho because they had trusted in God to keep
his promise to them. But one of the men – Achan – had not
obeyed God and had stolen some of the property and kept it
for himself. God was very angry about this and so Israel lost
their next battle. Finally the sin was exposed, Achan was
punished, and God helped Israel to defeat Ai. Remember that
God is always in control and he is the one who gave victory to
Israel.
We should never think that we can hide sin from God or that God will not punish sin. God is very serious
about us obeying him. Jesus teaches us that the way we show that we love him is by obeying him (John
14:15,23). But we must always remember that we do all still sin every day, but because Jesus lived the
perfect life and died on the cross in our place, if we put our faith in Jesus, God forgives us our sin
when we repent and say sorry for our sin.

This term we are learning Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV). Try to
learn this for next week:
8. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
9. not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10. For we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
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Joshua 7:20–21 [20]
And
Achan
answered Joshua,
“Truly I have sinned
against the LORD
God of Israel, and
this is what I did:
[21] when I saw
among the spoil a
beautiful
cloak
from Shinar, and
200 shekels of
silver, and a bar of
gold weighing 50
shekels,
then
I
coveted them and
took them. And see,
they are hidden in
the earth inside my
tent, with the silver
underneath.” (ESV)
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From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
LESSON SIX: JOSHUA FIGHTS FOR THE GIBEONITES Joshua 9,10:28
BACKGROUND: This series leads on from the series we did in the second term last year – which
took us to the end of Exodus. The children have learnt about the 12 who spied out the land and
of God’s punishment on the people, of Moses’ disobedience and punishment and death, of the
commissioning of Joshua, of the entry into the Promised Land, the defeat of Jericho and Achan’s
sin and the defeat of Ai.
OUTCOMES: This series will achieve two outcomes. The first is that it will teach the children
some more of the story of the nation of Israel and of God’s workings with them. We do know
that these stories were written in the Bible for us to be able to learn from (1 Cor 10:11, Rom
15:4). In addition, we will be learning more of God’s faithfulness to his word through these stories
and we will encourage the children to learn to trust in God for all things at all times. We will, of
course, find every opportunity to remind the children of the gospel – of their need of salvation
and of Jesus’ death in their place.
In today’s lesson we will learn about the covenant Joshua made with the Gibeonites and of the
battle where the sun stood still.
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 9,10:28
LESSON: This is a slightly complicated story to start with – but the main point is clear. Try to
teach the following points:
 The Gibeonites deceive Joshua into agreeing to protect them (9:1-15). It might not be
necessary to go into this detail with the younger children.


The 5 kings join forces to attach Gibeon because of the covenant (10:1-5).



Joshua has to defend the Gibeonites, God fights for Joshua (10:8) and answers his prayer in
a miraculous way (10:12-14). God also remains faithful to his promises to Joshua (1:3,5).



The kings defeated (10:16-27) – again it might not be necessary to go into too much detail
here.



Once again, we see that when God makes a promise – he will do all that it takes to keep that
promise – he threw hailstones at the enemy and then even did a miracle and made the sun
and moon stand still for a day. The children need to see that this is a powerful God who
keeps this word. They need to put their faith in him to do all he has promised to do. Most
importantly he has promised to punish those who do not trust in Jesus and to forgive those
who do. They need to take God seriously and to turn to him in repentance – remind them
of this.
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From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises.
NAME:_______________________________________________________________
LESSON SIX: JOSHUA FIGHTS FOR THE GIBEONITES Joshua 9,10:28
Last year we left the Israelites after God had given them the law and instructions on how to build
the tabernacle. This year we will trace the journey of the Israelites from that time on until they
enter and conquer the Promised Land and finally get their first King. We will be moving through
this time period quite quickly, but we will see that all along God remains faithful to his promises
and to his people even though there are many times that they reject him or forget about him and
disobey him. At times God punishes them and at times he shows great grace and mercy to them
but all the time God is working out his plan for his people.
Remember that God’s plan is to save this people because he loves us. He sent Jesus to die on the
cross for our sins. Jesus was fully man and fully God and he never sinned. When he died he took
the punishment for our sin, and then he rose again. If you trust Jesus to save you and repent of
your sin – you become one of God’s children and part of his family who will live in heaven with
him forever.
Today we learn about the Gibeonites. They had heard that God
was giving Israel victory over many nations and they were
scared. They came to Joshua and lied about who they were and
so Joshua agreed to help the Gibeonites if anyone attacked
them.
Soon after that 5 kings attacked the Gibeonites and Joshua
and the Israelite army went to help Gibeon.
God helped Joshua and did some amazing things – he threw large hailstones on the enemy, and, after
Joshua prayed, God made the sun and moon stand still for a day! After this Joshua was able to kill all
5 of the enemy kings. God was totally faithful to his word and to his promises to Joshua (Josh 1:3,5).
God is still the same God who keeps his promises to us. When God promises to forgive us – he always
does. When God promises that we will go to heaven oneday - we know that he will keep this promise

This term we are learning Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV). Try to learn this
for next week:
8. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God,
9. not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
10. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
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Sun, stand still at Gibeon, and
moon, in the Valley of Aijalon
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[12] At that time
Joshua spoke to the
LORD in the day
when the LORD gave
the Amorites over to
the sons of Israel, and
he said in the sight of
Israel, “Sun, stand still
at Gibeon, and moon,
in the Valley of
Aijalon.” [13] And the
sun stood still, and
the moon stopped,
until the nation took
vengeance on their
enemies. Is this not
written in the Book of
Jashar?
The
sun
stopped in the midst
of heaven and did
not hurry to set for
about a whole day.
[14] There has been
no day like it before
or since, when the
LORD heeded the
voice of a man, for
the LORD fought for
Israel. (Joshua 10:12–
14 ESV)
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From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
LESSON SEVEN: SAMUEL 1 Samuel 1-3, 7:15-17
BACKGROUND: This series leads on from the series we did in the second term last year – which
took us to the end of Exodus. The children have learnt about the 12 who spied out the land and
of God’s punishment on the people, of Moses’ disobedience and punishment and death, of the
commissioning of Joshua, of the entry into the Promised Land, the defeat of Jericho, Achan’s sin,
the defeat of Ai and the defeat over the Gibeonites.
OUTCOMES: This series will achieve two outcomes. The first is that it will teach the children
some more of the story of the nation of Israel and of God’s workings with them. We do know
that these stories were written in the Bible for us to be able to learn from (1 Cor 10:11, Rom
15:4). In addition, we will be learning more of God’s faithfulness to his word through these stories
and we will encourage the children to learn to trust in God for all things at all times. We will, of
course, find every opportunity to remind the children of the gospel – of their need of salvation
and of Jesus’ death in their place.
In today’s lesson we will jump through the rest of Joshua and Judges and move onto Samuel.
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 1-3, 7:15-17
LESSON: Today’s lesson is quite a leap from the last one (about 300 years). We will not be doing
the rest of the battle for the Promised Land nor the judges, but we will move on the story of the
birth and ministry of Samuel. Try to teach the following:
 For the older children you can do a brief summary of what we have skipped over – the rest
of the conquest and the dark days of the judges – even though during this time God still
remained faithful.


Hannah’s prayer and God’s answer to her prayer and the birth of Samuel (1:1-20).



The boy Samuel is left in the temple with Eli (1:21-28, 2:11, 18,19, 26).



The fact that Eli’s sons were worthless (2:12) – perhaps no more details are needed here.



God’s rejection of Eli’s son (2:34).



Samuel’s vision (3:1-21).



The fact that Samuel served as priest for many years (7:15-17).



Despite the years of disobedience and despite the corruption even in the priesthood – God
was still looking after his people and raising up godly leaders for them. He had not forgotten
his promises. God shows himself to be faithful through all of the sin of Israel – even though
at times they are punished. God is just as faithful to us – we must trust his promises in his
word.
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From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
NAME:_______________________________________________________________
LESSON SEVEN: SAMUEL 1 Samuel 1-3, 7:15-17
Last year we left the Israelites after God had given them the law and instructions on how to build
the tabernacle. This year we will trace the journey of the Israelites from that time on until they
enter and conquer the Promised Land and finally get their first King. We will be moving through
this time period quite quickly, but we will see that all along God remains faithful to his promises
and to his people even though there are many times that they reject him or forget about him and
disobey him. At times God punishes them and at times he shows great grace and mercy to them
but all the time God is working out his plan for his people.
Remember that God’s plan is to save this people because he loves us. He sent Jesus to die on the
cross for our sins. Jesus was fully man and fully God and he never sinned. When he died he took
the punishment for our sin, and then he rose again. If you trust Jesus to save you and repent of
your sin – you become one of God’s children and part of his family who will live in heaven with
him forever.
There are many more stories throughout the rest of the book of Joshua
that tell us that God kept his promises to Israel and Israel defeated
many nations and took over many parts of the Promised Land. Then finally
Joshua died. At this stage Israel had no leader and the book of Judges
tells us that Israel sinned many times and forgot about God. God forgave
them and helped them, but they kept on sinning.
Today we jump forward about 300 years to the time when Eli was judge
in Israel. God had not forgotten about Israel and had a plan to raise up
a godly leader
Today we will learn about the very interesting story of how Samuel was born and how God raised him
to be a leader in Israel. God is always in control and always working out his plan. When we read the
New Testament we see God’s plan of salvation – how he worked it out perfectly – that at just the right
time Jesus came to earth and died for us and so if we trust in him – God will forgive us and save us.

Well done if you have learnt Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV). Now keep practicing:
8. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God,
9. not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
10. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
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Speak, for your
servant hears
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From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
LESSON EIGHT: KING SAUL 1 Samuel 8-10
BACKGROUND: This series leads on from the series we did in the second term last year – which
took us to the end of Exodus. The children have learnt about the 12 who spied out the land and
of God’s punishment on the people, of Moses’ disobedience and punishment and death, of the
commissioning of Joshua, of the entry into the Promised Land, the defeat of Jericho, Achan’s sin,
the defeat of Ai, the defeat over the Gibeonites and Samuel.
OUTCOMES: This series will achieve two outcomes. The first is that it will teach the children
some more of the story of the nation of Israel and of God’s workings with them. We do know
that these stories were written in the Bible for us to be able to learn from (1 Cor 10:11, Rom
15:4). In addition, we will be learning more of God’s faithfulness to his word through these stories
and we will encourage the children to learn to trust in God for all things at all times. We will, of
course, find every opportunity to remind the children of the gospel – of their need of salvation
and of Jesus’ death in their place.
In today’s lesson we will learn of the anointing of Saul.
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8-10
LESSON: Today’s lesson is also a slightly difficult lesson to teach. Try to teach the following:
 Samuel was old and his sons did not serve God – so the people asked for a king (8:1-5).


This displeased Samuel – but God said that he should appoint a king for them (1:6-9). God
knew long ago that they would ask for a king (Deut 17:14-20) – nothing takes God by
surprise.



Samuel warns them of the danger of a King – but the people insist on one (8:10-22).



Samuel finds and anoints Saul (9 and 10) – this again gets complicated – tell the details that
are useful for your children, culminating on 10:20-24.



Today’s lesson starts pointing forward to King David which in turns points forward to Jesus.
God is slowly working out his plan to save his people and to save the nations. Throughout
the Bible we see God’s plan of salvation unfolding. Teach the children that God is in control
of all these events – the strange way in which Samuel found Saul prove God’s working out
of his plan. What he sets out to do – he does. Please remind the children again of the gospel.
That this same God is the one who loves them and who has made a plan for them to be
saved and to be in heaven – if only they turn to him in repentance and trust him for their
salvation.
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\From wandering to a King
Follow the journey of the Israelites from the desert to the anointing of Saul
and be amazed at the God who keeps his promises
NAME:_______________________________________________________________
LESSON EIGHT: KING SAUL 1 Samuel 8-10
Last year we left the Israelites after God had given them the law and instructions on how to build
the tabernacle. This year we will trace the journey of the Israelites from that time on until they
enter and conquer the Promised Land and finally get their first King. We will be moving through
this time period quite quickly, but we will see that all along God remains faithful to his promises
and to his people even though there are many times that they reject him or forget about him and
disobey him. At times God punishes them and at times he shows great grace and mercy to them
but all the time God is working out his plan for his people.
Remember that God’s plan is to save this people because he loves us. He sent Jesus to die on the
cross for our sins. Jesus was fully man and fully God and he never sinned. When he died he took
the punishment for our sin, and then he rose again. If you trust Jesus to save you and repent of
your sin – you become one of God’s children and part of his family who will live in heaven with
him forever.

Samuel ruled Israel as a judge and a priest for many years, but
finally Israel demanded a King. Israel wanted to be like the other
nations – and God knew that they were going to ask for this many
years ago. (Deut 17:14-20). God said that Samuel could choose a king
for Israel. Today we will learn about how God chose Saul as king.
Today’s story teaches us God always had a plan. One day God would
send the real King to earth – King Jesus!

Jesus is the true King and rules over his Kingdom. Jesus died to save the people for his Kingdom – he
took the punishment for our sins. If we believe in him – God will forgive us and make us his children.
Do you believe that Jesus took the punishment for your sin? Have you said sorry for your sins?

Well done if you have learnt Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV). Now keep
practicing:
8. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God,
9. not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
10. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
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Prepared by Judy Parker Hillcrest Baptist Church 2018

