…but God meant it for good
A study of the sovereignty of God through the life of Joseph
(Genesis 37 – 50)

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
be kept alive, as they are today.” Genesis 50:20 (ESV)
LESSON ONE: JOSEPH THE FAVOURITE SON (Genesis 37: 1 – 11)
BACKGROUND: In the second term last year the children learnt up to the birth of Jacob’s children and the
beginning of the nation of Israel. This lesson picks up from there and starts with the Joseph as the favourite
son.
OUTCOME: This term we will be studying Genesis 37 – 50 focusing on the life of Joseph. We will see how
that God directs both personal and world events in order to achieve his purposes, even though we often
do not realise that it is God who is working in all things. We can imagine that many times Joseph did not
know how or why God was working out his plan, although by the time of Jacob’s death in Genesis 50, he
finally understood that even though people may plot evil, it is in fact always God working out his plan. My
prayer is that the children will learn that God truly is sovereign over absolutely everything and that as his
children, loved by him, we can trust in him always to do what is best.
I would like to introduce the children to the word and the concept of sovereignty and so I will be stressing
it each lesson. If this can become part of their Christian vocabulary and part of their thinking they will be
equipped to handle whatever God brings into their lives now and as they grow.
This week we will learn about Joseph’s coat and his dreams as a young man.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Genesis 37: 1 – 11
LESSON: Teach the story as it appears in the Bible, it is quite a simple story but does set the scene for the
rest of the events. Try to teach the following points:
 Jacob loved Joseph more than his brothers (perhaps because he was Rachel’s son) – they might
recall the story of Jacob’s marriage from last year.
 Joseph’s dreams – as a boy of 17. The older children who know this story will know that eventually
these dreams are fulfilled 22 years later in Egypt. The older children can look up Gen 42:6 and 9.
This shows us that this plan for Joseph to rule Egypt and to save the Israelites from starvation was
God's plan long before Joseph was even in Egypt. This was not God making the best of a bad situation
– but God's sovereign plan.
 Encourage the children to think about this – Joseph was being hated by his brothers – he must have
been pretty miserable and yet all along this was part of God's glorious plan that he could not see.
Encourage the children with this – when things happen in our lives that are sad or confusing – we
must trust that God is working his plan out in a way that we can’t always see and understand – and
yet it will be perfect.
 Encourage them too to remember God's best plan – that of sending Jesus to the cross for us. We
can only rest in God's sovereignty if we are one of his children.
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LESSON ONE: JOSEPH THE FAVOURITE SON (Genesis 37: 1 – 11)
So I’ve been reading in Genesis about the story of Joseph – it was a bit scary in some
places, and sad and happy in others and even a little funny at times! But the thing that
amazed me was the way in which God controlled all the events, from people’s feelings
and actions and dreams all the way through to the weather all so that things would
turn out the way He wanted them to. And this got me thinking – this is the same God
that I serve today and so I know that He still controls all things and that they always
work out exactly the way He wants them to. This means, that if I am one of His
children, if I have believed in Jesus’ death and am a Christian – then I know that no
matter what happens – my Heavenly Father – who loves me, will always control things
so that they turn out exactly right – wow - isn’t that amazing? So I need never to
worry – just to trust in God. I have heard that adults call this the sovereignty of God
– that means – that God is always in control of all things!
Anyway – after saying all that – I thought it would be a good idea for us to study the
life of Joseph together so that you can see for yourself what I am talking about. So
this term we will be learning about God’s sovereignty so that, as His children, we can
learn to trust Him more – I hope you enjoy the stories with me.
Joseph was one of the youngest sons of Jacob and he had 10 older
brothers. But his father loved him more than his other brothers and
when he was 17 his father made him a coat of many colours – but this
made his older brothers hate him. One day Joseph had two strange
dreams – we will learn about them today. After these dreams his
brothers were very jealous of him. We may not understand all this now,
but we will learn over time how this was all part of God’s plan to save His
people from the famine. His brothers said “Are you indeed to reign over
us?” little did they know that one day, many years later, Joseph would
reign over them. (See Gen 42:6 and 9). You can see how God’s plan is
starting to unfold. Remember our new word: God is SOVEREIGN.

This term we will be learning Galatians 6:9 – 10 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
[9] And let us not grow weary of doing good,
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Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the
son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many colors. But when his brothers
saw
that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and
1
could not speak peacefully to him. (Genesis 11: 3 – 4 ESV)
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…but God meant it for good
A study of the sovereignty of God through the life of Joseph
(Genesis 37 – 50)

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
be kept alive, as they are today.” Genesis 50:20 (ESV)
LESSON TWO: TOUGH TIMES FOR JOSEPH IN EGYPT (Genesis 37:12 – 36, 39:1 – 20)
BACKGROUND: Last week the children learnt about Joseph’s coat and his dreams.
OUTCOME: This term we will be studying Genesis 37 – 50 focusing on the life of Joseph. We will see how
that God directs both personal and world events in order to achieve his purposes, even though we often
do not realise that it is God who is working in all things. We can imagine that many times Joseph did not
know how or why God was working out his plan, although by the time of Jacob’s death in Genesis 50, he
finally understood that even though people may plot evil, it is in fact always God working out his plan. My
prayer is that the children will learn that God truly is sovereign over absolutely everything and that as his
children, loved by him, we can trust in him always to do what is best.
I would like to introduce the children to the word and the concept of sovereignty and so I will be stressing
it each lesson. If this can become part of their Christian vocabulary and part of their thinking they will be
equipped to handle whatever God brings into their lives now and as they grow.
This week we will learn about Joseph being sold into slavery, working for Potiphar and being thrown into
jail.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Genesis 37:12 – 36, 39:1 – 20
LESSON: Teach the story as it appears in the Bible, it is quite a long story so tell it as is appropriate. Try to
teach the following points:
 The brothers’ plan to kill Joseph and then his sale into slavery in Egypt, to Potiphar.
 His success in Potiphar’s service – notice Gen 39:2 – the Lord was with Joseph – as a young man (17)
away from his home and family – God was with him and gave him success. It seems as though Joseph
might even have been public about his faith in God because Potiphar knew it was God who was with
Joseph. In fact God blessed Potiphar for Joseph’s sake – so God was involved with Joseph all the
time working out his plan.
 The lies told by Potiphar’s wife – teach this in whatever way is appropriate either the actual story,
or saying that Potiphar’s wife wanted to marry Joseph, or that she told a lie about Joseph and
Potiphar believed his wife. The children need to know that Joseph ended up in prison even though
he had done nothing wrong.
 Encourage the children again to see God working in their lives in ways they cannot see. He is
sovereign over all events – even the lies of Potiphar’s wife. Challenge them with God's plan of
salvation and to accept Jesus as their Saviour.
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LESSON TWO: TOUGH TIMES FOR JOSEPH IN EGYPT (Genesis 37:12 – 36, 39:1 – 20)
So last time we saw that Joseph was the favourite son of Jacob and that his brothers did not
like him at all – in fact they were very jealous of him. So the next part of the story is not nice
at all. One day when his brothers were in the field looking after the sheep Joseph was sent
by his father to see if they were okay. When the brothers saw Joseph coming they decided
to kill him and pretend that a wild animal had killed him. But his brother Reuben did not
want to do this so he persuaded the brothers to throw Joseph in a well, thinking that he
would rescue Joseph later. The brothers did this, but then when Reuben was away, the
brother saw some traders coming past who were on their way to Egypt – so they decided to
sell Joseph to the traders so that they could sell him as a slave in Egypt. When Reuben found
out about this he was very upset. The brothers told their father that an animal had killed
Joseph and their father was very sad.
Meanwhile the traders sold Joseph to Potiphar – a powerful man in Egypt. God helped Joseph
and so Potiphar liked Joseph and soon put him in charge of his whole house. But oneday
Potiphar’s wife told a lie about Joseph and this made Potiphar very very angry and so he
threw poor Joseph into jail even though he had done nothing wrong. Notice throughout
this story that God is with Joseph all the time: Gen 39:1-6. This is not a big mistake but all
part of God’s plan.
But we know where this is going to lead don’t we – and we can see that
even though all of this seems very cruel – God was creating all these
events to work out His own perfect plan. God is always in control and
always doing what is best even when it doesn’t look like it – remember
the word we learnt last time – God is SOVEREIGN so we can always
trust Him to do what is right.
Remember that God’s plan was also for Jesus to be killed even though
He was innocent – but because He died in our place and took our
punishment, if we believe in Jesus, we can be forgiven and become
children of God. (Acts 2:22 – 23)

This term we will be learning Galatians 6:9 – 10 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
[9] And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due
season we will reap,
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GENESIS 37: 12 – 36
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“Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let
us kill him and throw him into one of the
pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal
has devoured him, and we will see what
will become of his dreams.” (Genesis 37:
19 – 20 ESV)
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…but God meant it for good
A study of the sovereignty of God through the life of Joseph
(Genesis 37 – 50)

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
be kept alive, as they are today.” Genesis 50:20 (ESV)
LESSON THREE: JOSEPH IN PRISON (Genesis 39:21 – 40:23)
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Joseph’s coat and his dreams, his work for Potiphar and
being thrown into prison in Egypt.
OUTCOME: This term we will be studying Genesis 37 – 50 focusing on the life of Joseph. We will see how
that God directs both personal and world events in order to achieve his purposes, even though we often
do not realise that it is God who is working in all things. We can imagine that many times Joseph did not
know how or why God was working out his plan, although by the time of Jacob’s death in Genesis 50, he
finally understood that even though people may plot evil, it is in fact always God working out his plan. My
prayer is that the children will learn that God truly is sovereign over absolutely everything and that as his
children, loved by him, we can trust in him always to do what is best.
I would like to introduce the children to the word and the concept of sovereignty and so I will be stressing
it each lesson. If this can become part of their Christian vocabulary and part of their thinking they will be
equipped to handle whatever God brings into their lives now and as they grow.
This week we will learn about Joseph interpreting the dreams in Potiphar’s prison.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Genesis 39:21 – 40:23
LESSON: Teach the story as it appears in the Bible, it is quite a long story again so tell it as is appropriate.
Try to teach the following points:
 Joseph in prison – notice Gen 39: 21 – 23 – again showing how that God was with Joseph in all of
this. So even this awful injustice is part of God's loving plan for Joseph.
 Joseph’s ability to interpret the dreams – acknowledging that it is God who has given him this ability.
 God's timing – we think that it is so sad that the cupbearer forgot all about Joseph and yet we will
see next week that this is all part of God's perfect timing. Joseph might have been tempted to
wonder why God did not release him or why God had forgotten about him – for another two years
– but the most amazing thing is about to happen.
 Please encourage the children with this – sometimes we have no idea why God is bringing something
awful into our lives – but he truly does know the end from the beginning and is sovereign over all
events.
 Remind them of God's plan of salvation and encourage them to accept Jesus as their Saviour so that
they can have this peace from God.
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LESSON THREE: JOSEPH IN PRISON (Genesis 39:21 – 40:23)
Last time we ended our story with poor Joseph being thrown into jail even though he had
done nothing wrong. But the Bible tells us that God was with Joseph in jail and that the
prison keeper put Joseph in charge of the prison and God made sure that everything that
Joseph did was successful. (Gen 39:21-23)
After a time two men were sent to prison – one was the baker and one the cupbearer for
Pharaoh. One night they each had a dream and the next morning they were very worried.
Joseph asked them what they were worried about. The cupbearer told Joseph his dream and
God told Joseph the meaning of the dream. He said that this dream meant that in three
days’ time the cupbearer was going to be released from jail. Joseph asked the cupbearer to
speak to Pharaoh to see if he would let Joseph out of jail. The baker also told Joseph his
dream, but God showed Joseph that this dream meant that the baker was going to be killed.
Three days later the dreams came true – the baker was killed and the cupbearer was let free
– but he forgot all about Joseph and did not ask Pharaoh to help him – so poor Joseph was
still stuck in prison….for another two years…..he might have thought that God had
forgotten about him – but God's timing is perfect and he had the most amazing thing
planned – come back next week!
But, once again, we know where this is going to lead – and we can see
that even though Joseph is still in jail – God was planning all these
events to work out His own perfect plan. Notice how God gives Joseph
the ability to interpret dreams and how the cupbearer ends up in the
same prison and then after Joseph interprets his dream – he goes back
to work with Pharaoh – you can see where this is all leading can’t you –
and none of it is happening by chance.
God is always in control and always doing what is best even when it
doesn’t look like it – remember the word we learnt last time – God is
SOVEREIGN so we can always trust Him to do what is right.

This term we will be learning Galatians 6:9 – 10 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
[9] And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due
season we will reap, if we do not give up.
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[1] Some time after this, the cupbearer of the king of Egypt and his baker committed an offense against their
lord the king of Egypt. [2] And Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker,
[3] and he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison where Joseph was
confined.1 [4] The captain of the guard appointed Joseph to be with them, and he attended them. They
continued for some time in custody.[5] And one night they both dreamed—the cupbearer and the baker of the
king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison—each his own dream, and each dream with its own
interpretation. [6] When Joseph came to them in the morning, he saw that they were troubled. [7] So he asked
Pharaoh's officers who were with him in custody in his master's house, “Why are your faces downcast today?”
[8] They said to him, “We have had dreams, and there is no one to interpret them.” And Joseph said to them,
“Do not interpretations belong to God? Please tell them to me.” (Genesis 40:1-8 ESV)

We have had
dreams, and there
is no one to
interpret them.
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…but God meant it for good
A study of the sovereignty of God through the life of Joseph
(Genesis 37 – 50)

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
be kept alive, as they are today.” Genesis 50:20 (ESV)
LESSON FOUR: JOSEPH BECOMES PRINCE IN EGYPT (Genesis 41:1 – 57)
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Joseph’s coat and his dreams, his work for Potiphar, being
thrown into prison in Egypt and interpreting the dreams in prison.
OUTCOME: This term we will be studying Genesis 37 – 50 focusing on the life of Joseph. We will see how
that God directs both personal and world events in order to achieve his purposes, even though we often
do not realise that it is God who is working in all things. We can imagine that many times Joseph did not
know how or why God was working out his plan, although by the time of Jacob’s death in Genesis 50, he
finally understood that even though people may plot evil, it is in fact always God working out his plan. My
prayer is that the children will learn that God truly is sovereign over absolutely everything and that as his
children, loved by him, we can trust in him always to do what is best.
I would like to introduce the children to the word and the concept of sovereignty and so I will be stressing
it each lesson. If this can become part of their Christian vocabulary and part of their thinking they will be
equipped to handle whatever God brings into their lives now and as they grow.
This week we will learn about Joseph interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams and rising to power in Egypt.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Genesis 41:1 – 57
LESSON: Teach the story as it appears in the Bible. Try to teach the following points:
 After two years Pharaoh has the dreams that prompt the cupbearer to remember Joseph. This
seems odd to us – but all part of God's plan. Notice Gen 41:16 – Joseph is still faithful to God and
recognises God's power even though he has been in jail for two extra years.
 Notice vv 25 and 28 – Joseph attributes Pharaoh’s dream to God.
 Notice v 32 – Joseph knows that it is God who will bring the plenty and the famine – he knows that
God is in control of the weather – he still has faith in God after 13 years of being away from his
father.
 Pharaoh recognises God at work in Joseph – vv 37 – 40.
 Joseph is elevated to the highest position possible – and marries and has two children.
 He carries out his plan perfectly and after 7 years is able to serve the other nations – which he later
recognises (Gen 45:5 – 7) was God's plan all along.
 We are all starting to see that this was God's plan all along – but Joseph had to wait 20 years before
he saw what God had in mind – and even then there was still more to come.
 Please encourage the children with this – sometimes we have no idea why God is bringing something
awful into our lives – but he is sovereign and loves us and all he does is right always.
 Remind them of God's plan of salvation and encourage them to accept Jesus as their Saviour so that
they can have this peace from God.
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LESSON FOUR: JOSEPH BECOMES PRINCE IN EGYPT (Genesis 41:1 – 57)
Last time we left Joseph in prison again – even though he had told the cupbearer the
meaning of his dream – the cupbearer had forgotten to tell Pharaoh about Joseph.
But God was still in control – this was still part of His plan. Two years later Pharaoh
had a dream that he could not understand and he asked all his wise men – but no one
knew the meaning. Then the cupbearer remembered Joseph and so Joseph was
brought to see Pharaoh. Not only did God tell Joseph the meaning of the dream but
He also gave him a good plan to save Egypt.
Pharaoh was so impressed that he made Joseph the second most important man in
Egypt and put him in charge of saving food for Egypt. The Bible says that Pharaoh
gave him his ring, fine clothes, a gold chain, his chariot and a wife and everyone had
to bow to Joseph. Joseph was only 30 years old and God had put Joseph in the
position He wanted him in so that he could save food in Egypt and ultimately save
His people. (Gen 45:5 – 7)
See how much God is in control – He controlled Pharaoh’s dreams, the
cupbearer’s memory and Pharaoh’s response to Joseph. We need never
be afraid as one of God’s children – He is in control of everything that
is happening…..God is always in control and always doing what is best even
when it doesn’t look like it – remember the word we have been learning –
God is SOVEREIGN so we can always trust Him to do what is right.
Just like God was planning to save Israel so God has
put a plan in place to save us – He thought of this plan
long before the world was created. His plan was for
Jesus to die on the cross for our sins, so that we do
not have to die, and to raise Him again, so that if we
believe in Jesus and repent from our sin we can be one
of God’s children and we can trust God every day to
love us and to do what is right and good always. This
is His plan. 2 Corinthians 5:21

This term we will be learning Galatians 6:9 – 10 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
[9] And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap,
if we do not give up. [10] So then, as we have opportunity,
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[25] Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. [26]
The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are seven years; the dreams are one. [27] The seven lean and
ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, and the seven empty ears blighted by the east wind are also seven years
of famine. [28] It is as I told Pharaoh; God has shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do. [29] There will come seven years of
1
great plenty
throughout all the land of Egypt, [30] but after them there will arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be
forgotten in the land of Egypt……. [33] Now therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land
of Egypt. [34] Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint overseers over the land and take one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt
during the seven plentiful years. [35] And let them gather all the food of these good years that are coming and store up grain
under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let them keep it. [36] That food shall be a reserve for the land against
the seven years of famine that are to occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine.” (ESV
Genesis 41:25 – 36)
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…but God meant it for good
A study of the sovereignty of God through the life of Joseph
(Genesis 37 – 50)

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
be kept alive, as they are today.” Genesis 50:20 (ESV)
LESSON FIVE: JOSEPH'S BROTHERS TRAVEL TO EGYPT (Genesis 42:1 – 38)
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Joseph’s coat and his dreams, his work for Potiphar, being
thrown into prison in Egypt, interpreting the dreams in prison, interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams and rising
to power in Egypt.
OUTCOME: This term we will be studying Genesis 37 – 50 focusing on the life of Joseph. We will see how
that God directs both personal and world events in order to achieve his purposes, even though we often
do not realise that it is God who is working in all things. We can imagine that many times Joseph did not
know how or why God was working out his plan, although by the time of Jacob’s death in Genesis 50, he
finally understood that even though people may plot evil, it is in fact always God working out his plan. My
prayer is that the children will learn that God truly is sovereign over absolutely everything and that as his
children, loved by him, we can trust in him always to do what is best.
I would like to introduce the children to the word and the concept of sovereignty and so I will be stressing
it each lesson. If this can become part of their Christian vocabulary and part of their thinking they will be
equipped to handle whatever God brings into their lives now and as they grow.
This week we will learn about the first meeting between Joseph and his brothers.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Genesis 42:1 – 38
LESSON: Teach the story as it appears in the Bible. Try to teach the following points:
 Joseph’s brothers travel to Egypt to buy food, Joseph recognises them and can understand them,
but they do not recognise him. They do indeed bow down to him as he had dreamt over 20 years
before this (Gen 42: 6 – 9).
 Joseph tests them and finally they leave Simeon behind and the return home with the food they
have bought and all their money in their sacks.
 Jacob is very distraught at this turn of events and is determined not to let Benjamin go. In all
likelihood Benjamin was a young boy when Joseph had been sold to slavery.
 Some of this seems a bit odd to us – but we will see that this was all part of God's plan to have the
whole family move to Egypt where they would be safe.
 Once again show the children how that God is sovereign over all these events - including the weather
– which he uses to suit his ends. We must trust in God to do what is right at all times – and especially
we must trust him for our salvation.
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…but God meant it for good
A study of the sovereignty of God through the life of Joseph
(Genesis 37 – 50)

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
be kept alive, as they are today.” Genesis 50:20 (ESV)
NAME_____________________________________________________________________________
LESSON FIVE: JOSEPH'S BROTHERS TRAVEL TO EGYPT (Genesis 42:1 – 38)
We left Joseph last time in charge of Egypt. He had interpreted Pharaoh’s dream
because of God’s power and Pharaoh had put him in charge. The Bible tells us that,
through Joseph’s plan and through God working in Joseph, Egypt had lots of food
despite the famine and that other nations were coming to Egypt to buy food.
Jacob and his family also needed food and so Joseph’s brothers went to Egypt to buy
food. Joseph recognised them but they did not recognise him. Joseph remembers his
dreams from 20 years before (Gen 42:6 – 9). He seems to treat them quite badly and
in the end he tells them to leave Simeon with him and to return to him with Benjamin
his younger brother. Jacob did not want to let Benjamin go. Some of this seems a bit
odd to us, but it was all part of God's plan to rescue His people and bring them to
Egypt where they could be saved.

So now we see more of God’s plan unfolding, we see why Joseph had to
be in Egypt – even though it was his sinful brothers who sent him there
– it was God's plan all along – so that many people could be saved from
starvation. If Pharaoh had not known about the famine, Egypt would not
have saved food. God is always in control and always doing what is best
even when it doesn’t look like it – remember the word we have been
learning – God is SOVEREIGN so we can always trust Him to do what is
right.

Just like God was planning to save Israel so God has put a plan in place to save us – He thought
of this plan long before the world was created. His plan was for Jesus to die on the cross for our
sins, so that we do not have to die, and to raise Him again, so that if we believe in Jesus and
repent from our sin we can be one of God’s children and we can trust God every day to love us
and to do what is right and good always. This is His plan. Romans 6:23

This term we will be learning Galatians 6:9 – 10 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
[9] And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if
we do not give up. [10] So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
everyone,
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Genesis 42: 6 – 9 (ESV) [6] Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of
the land. And Joseph's brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground. [7] Joseph
saw his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and spoke roughly to them. “Where do
you 1come from?” he said. They said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.” [8] And Joseph recognized his
brothers, but they did not recognize him. [9] And Joseph remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of them.
And he said to them, “You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the land.”
Do this and you will live, for I fear God: if you are honest men, let
one of your brothers remain confined where you are in custody, and
let the rest go and carry grain for the famine of your households, and
bring your youngest brother to me. So your words will be verified,
and you shall not die. (From Gen 42: 18 – 20 ESV)
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…but God meant it for good
A study of the sovereignty of God through the life of Joseph
(Genesis 37 – 50)

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
be kept alive, as they are today.” Genesis 50:20 (ESV)
LESSON SIX: JOSEPH'S BROTHERS TRAVEL TO EGYPT…AGAIN (Genesis 43:1 – 34)
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Joseph’s coat and his dreams, his work for Potiphar, being
thrown into prison in Egypt, interpreting the dreams in prison, interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams, rising to
power in Egypt and meeting his brothers for the first time.
OUTCOME: This term we will be studying Genesis 37 – 50 focusing on the life of Joseph. We will see how
that God directs both personal and world events in order to achieve his purposes, even though we often
do not realise that it is God who is working in all things. We can imagine that many times Joseph did not
know how or why God was working out his plan, although by the time of Jacob’s death in Genesis 50, he
finally understood that even though people may plot evil, it is in fact always God working out his plan. My
prayer is that the children will learn that God truly is sovereign over absolutely everything and that as his
children, loved by him, we can trust in him always to do what is best.
I would like to introduce the children to the word and the concept of sovereignty and so I will be stressing
it each lesson. If this can become part of their Christian vocabulary and part of their thinking they will be
equipped to handle whatever God brings into their lives now and as they grow.
This week we will learn about Joseph meeting Benjamin.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Genesis 43:1 – 34
LESSON: Teach the story as it appears in the Bible. Try to teach the following points:
 The brothers are forced to return as they need food – this time they take Benjamin much to Jacob’s
dismay.
 Joseph’s emotion at seeing Benjamin.
 Notice Gen 43:26 – they once again bow down to him as predicted in the dreams many years before.
 The feast that Joseph plans for his brothers and the fact that he seats them in age order.
 Again we are not sure why Joseph did not reveal himself to them straight away. Some suggest that
he was waiting for proof that they had repented of their sin.
 Do keep reminding the children that even though it is hard to see God's plan – we know that he is
sovereign and working it out and we will see shortly how he does that. Remind them too of his plan
of salvation and of their need to repent of their own sin and to accept Jesus’ death in their place.
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…but God meant it for good
A study of the sovereignty of God through the life of Joseph
(Genesis 37 – 50)

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
be kept alive, as they are today.” Genesis 50:20 (ESV)
NAME_____________________________________________________________________________
LESSON SIX: JOSEPH'S BROTHERS TRAVEL TO EGYPT…AGAIN (Genesis 43:1 – 34)
So sometime after the brothers had returned, they ran out of food again and Jacob
wanted them to go back to get more food. Judah reminded him that Joseph had said
that he wouldn’t give them food unless they brought Benjamin, so finally Jacob agreed
that they could take Benjamin, along with some gifts for joseph.
When they came before Joseph, they once again bowed down as predicted in Joseph’s
dreams from over 22 years ago. Joseph was overwhelmed with emotion at seeing his
younger brother. He cried privately and then asked his servants to prepare a great meal
for the brothers. Joseph made sure that Benjamin had five times more food than any of
the other brothers. They were amazed and had a party together! We don’t know why
Joseph did not tell him who he was – maybe he was waiting to see if they were really
sorry for what they had done.
God is continuing His plan to bring Jacob’s family to Egypt so
that they can be saved from starvation and so that God can carry
out His later plan to save Israel. Often we don’t understand what
God is doing but we have to remember that God is always in
control and always doing what is best even when it doesn’t look
like it – remember the word we have been learning – God is
SOVEREIGN so we can always trust Him to do what is right.
Just like God was planning to save Israel so God
has put a plan in place to save us – He thought of
this plan long before the world was created. His
plan was for Jesus to die on the cross for our sins,
so that we do not have to die, and to raise Him
again, so that if we believe in Jesus and repent
from our sin we can be one of God’s children and
we can trust God every day to love us and to do
what is right and good always. This is His plan.
Romans 5:8

This term we will be learning Galatians 6:9 – 10 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
[9] And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if
we do not give up. [10] So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.
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[31] Then he washed his face and came out. And controlling himself he said, “Serve the food.” [32]
They served him by himself, and them by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by
themselves, because the Egyptians could not eat with the Hebrews, for that is an abomination to
the1 Egyptians. [33] And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the
youngest according to his youth. And the men looked at one another in amazement. [34] Portions
were taken to them from Joseph's table, but Benjamin's portion was five times as much as any of
theirs. And they drank and were merry with him. (Genesis 43: 31 – 24 ESV)

but Benjamin's portion was five
times as much as any of theirs
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…but God meant it for good
A study of the sovereignty of God through the life of Joseph
(Genesis 37 – 50)

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
be kept alive, as they are today.” Genesis 50:20 (ESV)
LESSON SEVEN: JOSEPH IS RE-UNITED WITH HIS BROTHERS AND HIS FATHER (Genesis 44 – 46)
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Joseph’s coat and his dreams, his work for Potiphar, being
thrown into prison in Egypt, interpreting the dreams in prison, interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams, rising to
power in Egypt, meeting his brothers for the first time and meeting Benjamin.
OUTCOME: This term we will be studying Genesis 37 – 50 focusing on the life of Joseph. We will see how
that God directs both personal and world events in order to achieve his purposes, even though we often
do not realise that it is God who is working in all things. We can imagine that many times Joseph did not
know how or why God was working out his plan, although by the time of Jacob’s death in Genesis 50, he
finally understood that even though people may plot evil, it is in fact always God working out his plan. My
prayer is that the children will learn that God truly is sovereign over absolutely everything and that as his
children, loved by him, we can trust in him always to do what is best.
I would like to introduce the children to the word and the concept of sovereignty and so I will be stressing
it each lesson. If this can become part of their Christian vocabulary and part of their thinking they will be
equipped to handle whatever God brings into their lives now and as they grow.
This week we will learn about Joseph revealing himself to his brothers and meeting Jacob.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Genesis 44 – 46
LESSON: Teach the story as it appears in the Bible, once again a long story. Try to teach the following
points:
 Joseph’s plan to force the brothers to return to Egypt.
 Judah’s genuine concern for Jacob and his remorse at their previous actions – remember that Judah
was the one who decided to sell Joseph into slavery.
 Joseph’s great emotion when he reveals himself to his brothers – no sign of bitterness or anger.
 Gen 45:4 – 8 Joseph’s amazing insight into why God wanted him in Egypt.
 Joseph’s reuniting with Jacob and the settling in the land of Goshen with Pharaoh’s blessing.
 Finally, we see what God's plan was – Joseph says God sent him there so that he could preserve the
family of Jacob. Everything Joseph went through was to lead to this point. I am sure that as Joseph
looked back over his life he must have been amazed at how God worked through so many events to
preserve his people. Remember that God had promised a great nation from Abraham’s descendants
– and he was keeping his word.
 Encourage the children again to see events in their lives from this perspective – knowing that God
has the great plan which he is able to carry out because he is sovereign – that it is always good
because he loves us and always wants what is best for us and for his glory. Remind them too that
this confidence and peace can only be for God's children and encourage them to turn to God for
salvation.
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A study of the sovereignty of God through the life of Joseph
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“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
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LESSON SEVEN: JOSEPH IS RE-UNITED WITH HIS BROTHERS AND HIS FATHER (Genesis 44 – 46)
So, after the dinner we learnt about last time, Joseph sent the brothers home, but asked
his servants to put his silver cup in Benjamin’s bag. This was just an excuse to call them
back and to make the brothers realise how bad they had been to Joseph. But finally
Joseph could not stand it anymore; he burst into tears and told the brothers who he
was. He explained to the brothers that this had all been part of God’s plan to send him
to Egypt so that God could keep the family alive during the famine. Joseph was not
angry, he understood that God is in control and works out His perfect plan even when
we can’t understand what He is doing. See what he says in Gen 45:8a “So it was not you
who sent me here, but God.” They all hugged and kissed and cried and the Joseph sent
the brothers home to bring his father back to him. Imagine how happy he was to hear
that Joseph was still alive!
So after Jacob heard the great news that Joseph was still alive – he travelled to Egypt to
see him. Jacob and all his family travelled to Egypt and met Joseph – the Bible tells us
that Joseph hugged his father and cried for a long time – they had not seen each other
for over 20 years! Just imagine how happy they all were 
So finally we can see God’s great plan coming together – Joseph’s family
is going to come to Egypt to be saved from starvation and to preserve
God’s new nation. Many years later we will see the rest of God’s plan
when He rescues the nation from Egypt. For many years Joseph had no
idea what God was doing – but God knew all along! Often we don’t
understand what God is doing but we have to remember that God is
always in control and always doing what is best because He loves us, even
when it doesn’t look like it – remember the word we have been learning
– God is SOVEREIGN so we can always trust Him to do what is right.

Well done if you have learnt Galatians 6:9 – 10
(ESV).
Now keep practicing:
[9] And let us not grow weary of doing good, for
in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.
[10] So then, as we have opportunity, let us do
good to everyone, and especially to those who
are of the household of faith.
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Just like God was planning to save Israel so God has put
a plan in place to save us – He thought of this plan long
before the world was created. His plan was for Jesus to
die on the cross for our sins, so that we do not have to
die, and to raise Him again, so that if we believe in Jesus
and repent from our sin we can be one of God’s children
and we can trust God every day to love us and to do what
is right and good always. This is His plan. John 3:16
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[1] Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go out
from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. [2] And he wept aloud,
so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. [3] And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am
Joseph! Is1my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence.
[4] So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. [5] And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because
you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. [6] For the famine has been in the land these
two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. [7] And God sent me
before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. [8] So it was not
you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over
all the land of Egypt. (Genesis 45: 1 – 8 ESV)

And God sent me before you to preserve
for you a remnant on earth, and to keep
alive for you many survivors. So it was not
you who sent me here, but God. (Genesis
45: 7 – 8a)

1

Picture from http://media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/05/9d/13/059d13632793235e473079e75e03921f.jpg

And God sent me before you to preserve
for you a remnant on earth, and to keep
alive for you many survivors. So it was not
you who sent me here, but God. (Genesis
45: 7 – 8a)

And God sent me before you to preserve
for you a remnant on earth, and to keep
alive for you many survivors. So it was not
you who sent me here, but God. (Genesis
45: 7 – 8a)

And God sent me before you to preserve
for you a remnant on earth, and to keep
alive for you many survivors. So it was not
you who sent me here, but God. (Genesis
45: 7 – 8a)

And God sent me before you to preserve
for you a remnant on earth, and to keep
alive for you many survivors. So it was not
you who sent me here, but God. (Genesis
45: 7 – 8a)

…but God meant it for good
A study of the sovereignty of God through the life of Joseph
(Genesis 37 – 50)

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
be kept alive, as they are today.” Genesis 50:20 (ESV)
LESSON EIGHT: JOSEPH UNDERSTANDS GOD’S PLAN (Genesis 47 – 50)
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Joseph’s coat and his dreams, his work for Potiphar, being
thrown into prison in Egypt, interpreting the dreams in prison, interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams, rising to
power in Egypt, meeting his brothers for the first time, meeting Benjamin, revealing himself to this
brothers and meeting his father.
OUTCOME: This term we will be studying Genesis 37 – 50 focusing on the life of Joseph. We will see how
that God directs both personal and world events in order to achieve his purposes, even though we often
do not realise that it is God who is working in all things. We can imagine that many times Joseph did not
know how or why God was working out his plan, although by the time of Jacob’s death in Genesis 50, he
finally understood that even though people may plot evil, it is in fact always God working out his plan. My
prayer is that the children will learn that God truly is sovereign over absolutely everything and that as his
children, loved by him, we can trust in him always to do what is best.
I would like to introduce the children to the word and the concept of sovereignty and so I will be stressing
it each lesson. If this can become part of their Christian vocabulary and part of their thinking they will be
equipped to handle whatever God brings into their lives now and as they grow.
This week we will learn about Joseph comforting his brothers after Jacob’s death and teaching them God’s
plan through all these events.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Genesis 47 – 50
LESSON: Teach the story as it appears in the Bible. Try to teach the following points:
 Joseph’s successes in Egypt.
 Jacob’s blessing of his sons and Joseph’s sons – only if you have time.
 Jacob’s death.
 Joseph comforting his brothers after Jacob’s death and again teaching God's purpose – Gen 50:15 –
21.
 Again – show the children how God was working all along. Even when the brothers did wrong to
Joseph – this was still God working. This is sometimes hard to understand – but provides great
comfort when we know that even when we are wronged – God is planning and working in all things
to achieve his perfect plan…. remind the children that we call this God's sovereignty.
 His perfect plan is seen in the death of Jesus – the greatest wrong that has ever been committed –
was in fact part of God's perfect plan of salvation. Challenge the children once again to repent and
turn to God for salvation.
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LESSON EIGHT: JOSEPH UNDERSTANDS GOD’S PLAN (Genesis 47 – 50)
Joseph introduced his father Jacob to Pharaoh and Pharaoh gave Jacob and all his sons
and their families the best land to live on and farm. Throughout the rest of the famine
Joseph supplied food to all those who had none and Joseph made the Pharaoh very rich
and Joseph’s family was well looked after.
After some time Jacob, who was very old, died. Then Joseph’s brothers got scared. They
said: “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to
him.” So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before
he died:‘ Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin,
because they did evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants
of the God of your father.” (50:15 – 17).
But Joseph understood God’s plans and said to them: Do not fear, for am I in the place
of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear; I will
provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to
them. (50:19 – 21)
Joseph understood that God had been planning all along for Jacob and his whole
family to go to Egypt. Even though no one knew, His plan was for the family to
be safe in Egypt, and for the nation of Israel to begin to grow here. Many years
later we will see the rest of God’s plan when He rescues the nation from Egypt.
But now we can see that what looked confusing at first is all part of God’s
perfect and amazing plan. Even though Joseph and Jacob had lots of times of
sadness and they did not understand – God knew all along and it all worked out
perfectly! Often we don’t understand what God is doing but we have to
remember that God is always in control and always doing what is best because
He loves us, even when it doesn’t look like it – remember the word we have been
learning – God is SOVEREIGN so we can always trust Him to do what is right.
Well done if you have learnt Galatians
6:9 – 10 (ESV).
Now keep practicing:
[9] And let us not grow weary of doing
good, for in due season we will reap, if
we do not give up. [10] So then, as we
have opportunity, let us do good to
everyone, and especially to those who
are of the household of faith.

Just like God was planning to save Israel so God
has put a plan in place to save us – He thought of
this plan long before the world was created. His
plan was for Jesus to die on the cross for our sins,
so that we do not have to die, and to raise Him
again, so that if we believe in Jesus and repent
from our sin we can be one of God’s children and
we can trust God every day to love us and to do
what is right and good always. This is His plan.
1 Peter 2:22-24
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[1] So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and
offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. [2] And God spoke to Israel
1
in visions
of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here I am.” [3]
Then he said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down
to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. [4] I myself will go down
with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and Joseph's hand shall
close your eyes.” Genesis 46: 1 – 4 ESV

Now let me die, since I
have seen your face
and know that you are
still alive.
(From Genesis 46:30 ESV)
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I will go up and tell
Pharaoh and will say to
him, ‘My brothers and my
father's household, who
were in the land of
Canaan, have come to
me…’ (From Genesis 46:31)
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