PATRIARCHS AND PROMISES
A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30

LESSON ONE: THE CALL OF ABRAHAM (GENESIS 11:26 – 12:9)
GENERAL OUTCOME OF THIS SERIES
The outcome of this series is to teach the children about the formation of the Jewish nation by
considering Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and also to teach them of God’s early promises of a Saviour
for all nations. Gal 3: 8 – 9 teaches us that the promise made to Abraham was a promise that the
gospel would be preached to the gentiles. Gal 3:16 teaches specifically that the promise to Abraham
was a reference to Christ. In many ways these lessons are foundational to our understanding of
God’s progressive revelation of salvation, but they can be hard to grasp – especially for the children.
So what I think is important here is to teach them the stories which form the building blocks and as
they grow they will learn the theological implications of these stories.
I have tried throughout to focus on the promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many,
as well as the promise of a Saviour. So the outcome of these lessons is an understanding of the
historical details, an understanding of the promise of a nation to Abraham, (which we only see the
beginnings of in this series) and an understanding of the promise of a Saviour – which we see fulfilled
in Jesus. We will continually remind the children of the gospel and of their need for salvation.
Note that I have referred to Abraham as such throughout and have not really referenced his name change from Abram.
Using different names does become confusing. Feel free to teach this if you want.

BACKGROUND TO AND OUTCOME OF LESSON ONE
This lesson is a revision of the last lesson we did at the end of the second term last year, but it will
be good to teach again and will form a useful starting point. We will consider the call of Abraham
and learn of the promises God made to him and what they mean to us.
BIBLE REFERENCE: GENESIS 11:26 – 12:9
LESSON
Teach the story from 11:26 – 32 – many of them will be familiar with this story.
Try to teach the following points:


Teach the three promises – land (12:1), descendants/children (12:2) and blessings (12:2, 3).
Discuss what each of these would have meant to Abraham.



Look forward to the future promises – from 12:3 – and consider how all nations will be blessed
through Abraham’s descendant Jesus. This might be too much for the younger children – it is
quite sufficient if they merely understand the basic storyline. I would like the older children,
if possible, to get some grasp on the greater fulfilment of these promises.



Note too Abraham’s faith in God – Heb 11:8 – 10, he trusted God even though he did not know
how God's plan was going to end.
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A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30
NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON ONE: THE CALL OF ABRAHAM (GENESIS 11:26 – 12:9)1
At the end of the second term last year we learnt the story of how God told Abraham
to leave his home and to take his wife and to travel to a new country that God would
show him. Hebrews 11: 8 – 10 tells us that Abraham had faith in God and obeyed him,
even though he did not fully understand God’s plans. This term we are going to
continue the story from there. We will learn about the promises God made to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. These men are called the patriarchs – which is just a fancy
word for fathers. We will see that they are the fathers of the Jewish nation. God
promised each of these three men that they would have many descendants and that
these descendants would live in the land God had promised. But God also promised that all nations
would be blessed through Abraham. Although Abraham didn’t undertand it all – God was promising to
send a saviour through this nation, and we know that this saviour is Jesus. (Galatians 3:16) This was
God’s best promise. When you read the Bible, remember that at first Abraham’s name was Abram.

[1] Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country
and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I
will show you. [2] And I will make of you a great nation, and
I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will
be a blessing. [3] I will bless those who bless you, and him
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1 – 3 ESV)

Throughout this series we will learn
about how God was planning salvation for
thousands of years. It was always God’s
plan for Jesus to be born into the new
Jewish nation he was creating from
Abraham (Gal 3:8,16). Do you believe
that God loves you and sent Jesus to die
on the cross to take the punishment for
your sin? If you do, then you are also a
part of God’s special family who will live
with him in heaven forever.

1

Where Truth Matters
37 Old Main Road Hillcrest 031 765 3750
www.baptistchurchhillcrest.com

We are learning 1 Corinthians
15:3 – 6 (ESV) this term, try to
learn this for next week:
[3] For I delivered to you as of
first importance what I also
received:
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[1] Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the
land that I will show you. [2] And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. [3] I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1 – 3 ESV)

Go from your country and
your kindred and your
father's house to the land
that I will show you.
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PATRIARCHS AND PROMISES
A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30

LESSON TWO: GOD PROMISES ABRAHAM A SON (GENESIS 15 – 16, 17:15 – 21)
GENERAL OUTCOME OF THIS SERIES
The outcome of this series is to teach the children about the formation of the Jewish nation by
considering Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and also to teach them of God’s early promises of a Saviour
for all nations. Gal 3: 8 – 9 teaches us that the promise made to Abraham was a promise that the
gospel would be preached to the gentiles. Gal 3:16 teaches specifically that the promise to Abraham
was a reference to Christ. In many ways these lessons are foundational to our understanding of
God’s progressive revelation of salvation, but they can be hard to grasp – especially for the children.
So what I think is important here is to teach them the stories which form the building blocks and as
they grow they will learn the theological implications of these stories.
I have tried throughout to focus on the promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many,
as well as the promise of a Saviour. So the outcome of these lessons is an understanding of the
historical details, an understanding of the promise of a nation to Abraham, (which we only see the
beginnings of in this series) and an understanding of the promise of a Saviour – which we see fulfilled
in Jesus. We will continually remind the children of the gospel and of their need for salvation.
Note that I have referred to Abraham as such throughout and have not really referenced his name change from Abram.
Using different names does become confusing. Feel free to teach this if you want.

BACKGROUND TO AND OUTCOME OF LESSON TWO
The children have learnt the call of Abraham and of God’s promises to him. Today we will learn of
the general promise to Abraham of many descendants, and specifically of a son, and also the birth
of Ishmael.
BIBLE REFERENCE: GENESIS 15 – 16, 17:15 – 21
LESSON
The main points to teach are:

God’s promise of many many descendants (Gen 15:3 – 5).

Abraham’s faith in God – which was counted to him as righteousness. (Gen 15:6). Although
this is not the place for a discussion of justification by faith, the older children might be able
to grasp that what God wants from us is to have faith in him and to realise we can’t achieve
our salvation through our own actions. So God is pleased when we have faith. So Abraham
had to come to a point where he realized he could do nothing, but he had to rely on God to
give him descendants. (Rom 4:18 – 22)

Abraham and Sarah’s decision to try to fulfill God’s promise on their own. This is slightly tricky
to teach (and even to understand!), so teach it as it is. They were not sure that they would be
able to have a baby and so tried something else. Teach as much detail as you think is
appropriate. (Gen 16) Remember that Abraham had faith and God called him righteous but
this did not mean he was perfect.

Despite Abraham’s sin, God repeats his promise of a son to Abraham and Sarah (Gen 17:15 –
21). So even when we mess up, how gracious is our God, and how sure are his plans!

Remind the children of God’s plan of salvation.
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LESSON TWO: GOD PROMISES ABRAHAM A SON (GENESIS 15 – 16, 17:15 – 21)1
Last week we learnt that God called Abraham to be the father of a new nation. Today
we will learn more about the promises God made to Abraham that he would be the
father of many people. Abraham doubted God because he was getting old and did
not even have one son. God made him look at the stars and try to count them. God
said that Abraham would have that many descendants – and Abraham believed God.
But he listened to Sarah and decided to marry Hagar so that she could give birth to
a son for him – but this was not God’s plan. Abraham had to wait for God’s timing for
him to fulfil his plan. Romans 4: 18 – 22 tells us of his faith.

[5] And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” [6]
And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness. (Genesis 15:5 – 6 ESV)

God’s plan was for Abraham to have a
son that would be the start of God’s new
special people the Israelites. One day
Jesus would be born as an Israelite. This
plan would take thousands of years and
God was slowly working it out. Do you
believe that God loves you and sent
Jesus to die on the cross to take the
punishment for your sin? If you do, then
you are also a part of God’s special
family who will live with him in heaven
forever.

1

Where Truth Matters
37 Old Main Road Hillcrest 031 765 3750
www.baptistchurchhillcrest.com

We are learning 1 Corinthians
15:3 – 6 (ESV) this term, try to
learn this for next week:
[3] For I delivered to you as of
first importance what I also
received: that Christ died for our
sins in accordance with the
Scriptures,
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[5] And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to
number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” [6] And he believed the LORD, and he
counted it to him as righteousness. (Genesis 15:5 – 6 ESV)
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PATRIARCHS AND PROMISES
A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30

LESSON THREE: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES (GENESIS 21: 1 – 21 and 22: 1 – 19)
GENERAL OUTCOME OF THIS SERIES
The outcome of this series is to teach the children about the formation of the Jewish nation by
considering Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and also to teach them of God’s early promises of a Saviour
for all nations. Gal 3: 8 – 9 teaches us that the promise made to Abraham was a promise that the
gospel would be preached to the gentiles. Gal 3:16 teaches specifically that the promise to Abraham
was a reference to Christ. In many ways these lessons are foundational to our understanding of
God’s progressive revelation of salvation, but they can be hard to grasp – especially for the children.
So what I think is important here is to teach them the stories which form the building blocks and as
they grow they will learn the theological implications of these stories.
I have tried throughout to focus on the promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many,
as well as the promise of a Saviour. So the outcome of these lessons is an understanding of the
historical details, an understanding of the promise of a nation to Abraham, (which we only see the
beginnings of in this series) and an understanding of the promise of a Saviour – which we see fulfilled
in Jesus. We will continually remind the children of the gospel and of their need for salvation.
Note that I have referred to Abraham as such throughout and have not really referenced his name change from Abram.
Using different names does become confusing. Feel free to teach this if you want.

BACKGROUND TO AND OUTCOME OF LESSON THREE
The children have learnt the call of Abraham and of God’s promise of a son. Today we will learn of
the birth of Isaac, God’s provision for Ishmael and God’s testing of Abraham.
BIBLE REFERENCE: GENESIS 21: 1 – 21 and 22: 1 – 19
LESSON
The main points to teach are:

Isaac is born in accordance with God’s promise. (Gen 21: 1 – 7)

God’s provision for Ishmael (Gen 21: 8 – 21). This can perhaps be left out for the younger
children.

God’s testing of Abraham when he called him to sacrifice Isaac. The important lessons here
include the way in which this provides a vivid picture of salvation bought by Christ’s death on
our behalf, and the confirming of Abraham’s faith. His trust in God did not waiver even when
it looked as though God’s promises would fail. (Gen 22:8) See also Heb 11: 17 – 19.

Please use this lesson to remind the children again of God’s plan of salvation as promised and
of their own need to trust in God to save them.
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PATRIARCHS AND PROMISES
A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30
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LESSON THREE: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES (GENESIS 21: 1 – 21 and 22: 1 – 19)1
So finally today we see, in God’s timing, that he kept his promise to Abraham and
Sarah gave birth to their son – called Isaac. Then one day God did a very strange thing
and he asked Abraham to sacrifice Isaac. Abraham must have been very confused,
but he had faith in God and so he was ready to obey and trust God (Gen 22:8). But
right at the end, God provided a ram in place of Isaac. Because Abraham was willing
to trust God, God blessed him. Hebrews 11: 17 – 19 tells us of Abraham’s faith in God.

[2] And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a
son in his old age at the time of which God had
spoken to him. [3] Abraham called the name of
his son who was born to him, whom Sarah
bore him, Isaac. (Genesis 21:2 – 3 ESV)

God did this to teach Abraham and all
of us a lesson. One day God would
provide his own son Jesus, called the
lamb of the world, and he would die in
our place so that God would not have
to punish us. So just as God provided a
ram to die in Isaac’s place, so God
provided Jesus to die in our place. Do
you believe that God sent Jesus to die
on the cross to take the punishment
for your sin? If you do, then you are
also a part of God’s special family who
will live with him in heaven forever.

1

Where Truth Matters
37 Old Main Road Hillcrest 031 765 3750
www.baptistchurchhillcrest.com

We are learning 1 Corinthians
15:3 – 6 (ESV) this term, try to
learn this for next week:
[3] For I delivered to you as of
first importance what I also
received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with
the Scriptures,
[4] that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day in
accordance
with
the
Scriptures,
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[1] The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had promised. [2] And Sarah
conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. [3] Abraham
called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. [4] And Abraham circumcised
his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. [5] Abraham was a hundred years
old when his son Isaac was born to him. [6] And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who
hears will laugh over me.” [7] And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse
children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” (Genesis 21:1 – 7 ESV)

Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse
children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age
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PATRIARCHS AND PROMISES
A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30

LESSON FOUR: GOD FINDS A WIFE FOR ISAAC (GENESIS 24:1 – 67)
GENERAL OUTCOME OF THIS SERIES
The outcome of this series is to teach the children about the formation of the Jewish nation by
considering Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and also to teach them of God’s early promises of a Saviour
for all nations. Gal 3: 8 – 9 teaches us that the promise made to Abraham was a promise that the
gospel would be preached to the gentiles. Gal 3:16 teaches specifically that the promise to Abraham
was a reference to Christ. In many ways these lessons are foundational to our understanding of
God’s progressive revelation of salvation, but they can be hard to grasp – especially for the children.
So what I think is important here is to teach them the stories which form the building blocks and as
they grow they will learn the theological implications of these stories.
I have tried throughout to focus on the promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many,
as well as the promise of a Saviour. So the outcome of these lessons is an understanding of the
historical details, an understanding of the promise of a nation to Abraham, (which we only see the
beginnings of in this series) and an understanding of the promise of a Saviour – which we see fulfilled
in Jesus. We will continually remind the children of the gospel and of their need for salvation.
Note that I have referred to Abraham as such throughout and have not really referenced his name change from Abram.
Using different names does become confusing. Feel free to teach this if you want.

BACKGROUND TO AND OUTCOME OF LESSON FOUR
The children have learnt the call of Abraham, of God’s promise of a son, of the birth of Isaac and the
testing of Abraham’s faith. Today we will learn of the way in which God provided a wife for Isaac.
BIBLE REFERENCE: GENESIS 24:1 – 67
LESSON
Tell this story – it is a great story to tell!
Try to teach the following:

Note God’s careful attention to detail in the story – how everything works out exactly as the
servant had prayed. God is in control of all things – and he is working them out according to
his plan and to fulfill his promises. I do not think that there are any other specific lessons that
are appropriate to take from this passage. This is just part of the story God is unfolding.
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LESSON FOUR: GOD FINDS A WIFE FOR ISAAC (GENESIS 24:1 – 67)1
Many years later Isaac grew up and Sarah died. God had promised that a great nation
would be born and so Abraham knew that Isaac had to find a wife and have a child.
So Abraham asked his servant to find a wife for Isaac. The way in which God worked
this story out is really special. I hope you will enjoy learning this story of God’s careful
provision of a wife for Isaac. Her name was Rebekah.

[7] The LORD, the God of heaven, who took me from my
father's house and from the land of my kindred, and who
spoke to me and swore to me, ‘To your offspring I will give
this land,’ he will send his angel before you, and you shall
take a wife for my son from there. (Genesis 24:7 ESV)

Isn’t this an amazing story? It shows
us that God was working out all the
details exactly as he had planned and
promised. And, just as he had
promised, God sent Jesus to die on the
cross to take the punishment for our
sin. Have you said sorry to God for
your sins? Do you believe that Jesus
died for you? If you do, then you are
also a part of God’s special family who
will live with him in heaven forever.

1

Where Truth Matters
37 Old Main Road Hillcrest 031 765 3750
www.baptistchurchhillcrest.com

We are learning 1 Corinthians 15:3 – 6
(ESV) this term, try to learn this for next
week:
[3] For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the Scriptures,
[4] that he was buried, that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures,
[5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then to
the twelve.
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[7] The LORD, the God of heaven, who took me from my father's house and from the land of my kindred,
and who spoke to me and swore to me, ‘To your offspring I will give this land,’ he will send his angel before
you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there. (Genesis 24:7 ESV)

Blessed be the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has
not forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my
master. As for me, the LORD has led me in the way to the house
of my master's kinsmen. (From Genesis 24:27 ESV)
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Blessed be the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has
not forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my
master. As for me, the LORD has led me in the way to the house
of my master's kinsmen. (From Genesis 24:27 ESV)

Blessed be the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has
not forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my
master. As for me, the LORD has led me in the way to the house
of my master's kinsmen. (From Genesis 24:27 ESV)

Blessed be the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has
not forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my
master. As for me, the LORD has led me in the way to the house
of my master's kinsmen. (From Genesis 24:27 ESV)

Blessed be the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has
not forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my
master. As for me, the LORD has led me in the way to the house
of my master's kinsmen. (From Genesis 24:27 ESV)
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PATRIARCHS AND PROMISES
A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30

LESSON FIVE: JACOB AND ESAU (GENESIS 25: 19 – 34)
GENERAL OUTCOME OF THIS SERIES
The outcome of this series is to teach the children about the formation of the Jewish nation by
considering Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and also to teach them of God’s early promises of a Saviour
for all nations. Gal 3: 8 – 9 teaches us that the promise made to Abraham was a promise that the
gospel would be preached to the gentiles. Gal 3:16 teaches specifically that the promise to Abraham
was a reference to Christ. In many ways these lessons are foundational to our understanding of
God’s progressive revelation of salvation, but they can be hard to grasp – especially for the children.
So what I think is important here is to teach them the stories which form the building blocks and as
they grow they will learn the theological implications of these stories.
I have tried throughout to focus on the promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many,
as well as the promise of a Saviour. So the outcome of these lessons is an understanding of the
historical details, an understanding of the promise of a nation to Abraham, (which we only see the
beginnings of in this series) and an understanding of the promise of a Saviour – which we see fulfilled
in Jesus. We will continually remind the children of the gospel and of their need for salvation.
Note that I have referred to Abraham as such throughout and have not really referenced his name change from Abram.
Using different names does become confusing. Feel free to teach this if you want.

BACKGROUND TO AND OUTCOME OF LESSON FIVE
The children have learnt the call of Abraham, of God’s promise of a son, of the birth of Isaac, the
testing of Abraham’s faith and Isaac’s marriage. Today we will learn of the birth of Esau and Jacob
and Esau’s sale of his birthright to Jacob.
BIBLE REFERENCE: GENESIS 25: 19 – 34
LESSON
Tell this story – especially from vv 29 – 34.
Try to teach the following:

While it is quite a difficult concept for the children to grasp – it will be important for them to
realise later on that God’s election is not based on what we do – but on his sovereign choice.
It is probably not appropriate to teach that now – but they should learn the foundational
lesson that God knew that there would be enmity between the brothers and their offspring.
(Gen 25:22 – 23). Rom 9: 10 – 13, where Paul reflects on this passage, is so helpful to our
understanding of election. For now though I think it is enough for the children to understand
the historical detail and later they will learn the theological significance of these events.


The story of the birthright is also tricky to teach – so explain it the best way you can. The older
children will understand (if not like!) the custom of all possessions going to the first born. I
think that it is important for later understanding that they don’t see Jacob as good and Esau
as bad – justifying God’s election. They do need to see that Jacob was sinful, and yet despite
this, God chose and used him.
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LESSON FIVE: JACOB AND ESAU (GENESIS 25: 19 – 34)1
Today we are going to learn about Isaac’s sons – Abraham’s grandsons. When Rebekah
was pregnant God told her that she was going to give birth to twin boys. God told her
that her two sons would each be the father of nations and that they would struggle
and that the older brother would serve the younger. When these two boys – Esau and
Jacob – grew up they were indeed not friends. You will learn today of a story where
Jacob was quite nasty to his brother Esau.

[21] And Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife,
because she was barren. And the LORD
granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife
conceived. (Genesis 25:21 ESV)

So even though this is a bit of an odd
story – we will see that it was all part of
God’s way of keeping his promises to
Abraham and to Isaac – that they would
be the fathers of a great nation. We
can’t see how it will end now – but we
soon will. Abraham also did not know
everything God had in mind – but the
Bible tells us he had faith in God. (Heb
11:8 – 10) But we do know that God sent
Jesus to die for us – do you believe in
Jesus?

1

Where Truth Matters
37 Old Main Road Hillcrest 031 765 3750
www.baptistchurchhillcrest.com

We are learning 1 Corinthians 15:3 – 6
(ESV) this term, try to learn this for next
week:
[3] For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the Scriptures,
[4] that he was buried, that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures,
[5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then to
the twelve.
[6] Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers at one time,
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[29] Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was exhausted. [30] And
Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!” (Therefore his name was called
Edom.) [31] Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright now.” [32] Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a
birthright to me?” [33] Jacob said, “Swear to me now.” So he swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob.
[34] Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus
Esau despised his birthright. (Genesis 25:29-34 ESV)

Let me eat some of that red
stew, for I am exhausted!
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PATRIARCHS AND PROMISES
A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30

LESSON SIX: JACOB DECEIVES ISAAC (GENESIS 27: 1 – 46)
GENERAL OUTCOME OF THIS SERIES
The outcome of this series is to teach the children about the formation of the Jewish nation by
considering Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and also to teach them of God’s early promises of a Saviour
for all nations. Gal 3: 8 – 9 teaches us that the promise made to Abraham was a promise that the
gospel would be preached to the gentiles. Gal 3:16 teaches specifically that the promise to Abraham
was a reference to Christ. In many ways these lessons are foundational to our understanding of
God’s progressive revelation of salvation, but they can be hard to grasp – especially for the children.
So what I think is important here is to teach them the stories which form the building blocks and as
they grow they will learn the theological implications of these stories.
I have tried throughout to focus on the promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many,
as well as the promise of a Saviour. So the outcome of these lessons is an understanding of the
historical details, an understanding of the promise of a nation to Abraham, (which we only see the
beginnings of in this series) and an understanding of the promise of a Saviour – which we see fulfilled
in Jesus. We will continually remind the children of the gospel and of their need for salvation.
Note that I have referred to Abraham as such throughout and have not really referenced his name change from Abram.
Using different names does become confusing. Feel free to teach this if you want.

BACKGROUND TO AND OUTCOME OF LESSON SIX
The children have learnt the call of Abraham, of God’s promise of a son, of the birth of Isaac, the
testing of Abraham’s faith, Isaac’s marriage and the birth of Esau and Jacob. Today we will learn of
Jacob’s deceit of Isaac.
BIBLE REFERENCE: GENESIS 27: 1 – 46
LESSON
Tell this story - it makes for interesting telling.
Try to teach the following:

Again this story seems odd to us because we expect Jacob to be the good guy – but this is
brutally honest and both Rebekah and Jacob set out to deceive Isaac. What is so important to
learn – although hard to grasp – is that this sin was all part of God’s plan. God had chosen
Jacob to be the continuation of the Jewish nation and in the line of Christ. The lesson I would
love to teach is that even our sins, while they are against God’s revealed will (will of command)
are clearly in line with God’s secret, hidden will or will of decree. While Jacob is accountable
for his sin – it was mysteriously part of God’s plan. I think that this might be way too hard to
teach at this stage. What we can teach is that God chooses and loves sinners, and he uses
sinners. This means that he loves us and wants to be our father and saviour despite our sin,
and so has provided a way of salvation for us through the death of Jesus. If the children learn
anything it must be that our sin does not mess up God’s plans and that God does not choose
us because we are good.
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PATRIARCHS AND PROMISES
A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30
NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON SIX: JACOB DECEIVES ISAAC (GENESIS 27: 1 – 46)1
So if you thought Jacob was nasty last lesson – today he is even nastier. He pretends
that he is his older brother and convinces his father to give him the blessing that was
meant for Esau. Can you see how this is part of what God meant when she told
Rebekah that the older brother would serve the younger? Even through this bad
behaviour God was working out his plan and keeping his promise to Abraham that he
would be the father of a great nation. God chose and used Jacob, not because he
was a good guy, but because God wanted to use him.

[34] As soon as Esau heard the words of his father, he cried
out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry and said to his
father, “Bless me, even me also, O my father!” [35] But he said,
“Your brother came deceitfully, and he has taken away your
blessing.” [36] Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For
he has cheated me these two times. He took away my
birthright, and behold, now he has taken away my blessing.”
Then he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?”
(Genesis 27:34 – 36 ESV)

This is another odd story and again we
will see that it was all part of God’s way
of keeping his promises to Abraham. We
see that our sin, just like Jacob’s sin,
does not stop God’s plans, and we see
that God chooses and uses sinners. God
loves us and so sent Jesus to die in our
place so that he can be our father. Do
you believe that Jesus died for your
sins? Have you asked him to forgive you
and make you part of his family?

1

Where Truth Matters
37 Old Main Road Hillcrest 031 765 3750
www.baptistchurchhillcrest.com

We are learning 1 Corinthians 15:3 – 6
(ESV) this term, try to learn this for next
week:
[3] For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures,
[4] that he was buried, that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures,
[5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then
to the twelve.
[6] Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers at one time, most of
whom are still alive, though some have
fallen asleep.
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[34] As soon as Esau heard the words of his father, he cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry and
said to his father, “Bless me, even me also, O my father!” [35] But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully,
and he has taken away your blessing.” [36] Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has cheated
me these two times. He took away my birthright, and behold, now he has taken away my blessing.” Then
he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?” (Genesis 27:34 – 36 ESV)

Let peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and
may your mother's sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and
blessed be everyone who blesses you! (from Genesis 27:29 ESV)
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PATRIARCHS AND PROMISES
A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30

LESSON SEVEN: JACOB GETS MARRIED (GENESIS 29: 1 – 30)
GENERAL OUTCOME OF THIS SERIES
The outcome of this series is to teach the children about the formation of the Jewish nation by
considering Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and also to teach them of God’s early promises of a Saviour
for all nations. Gal 3: 8 – 9 teaches us that the promise made to Abraham was a promise that the
gospel would be preached to the gentiles. Gal 3:16 teaches specifically that the promise to Abraham
was a reference to Christ. In many ways these lessons are foundational to our understanding of
God’s progressive revelation of salvation, but they can be hard to grasp – especially for the children.
So what I think is important here is to teach them the stories which form the building blocks and as
they grow they will learn the theological implications of these stories.
I have tried throughout to focus on the promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many,
as well as the promise of a Saviour. So the outcome of these lessons is an understanding of the
historical details, an understanding of the promise of a nation to Abraham, (which we only see the
beginnings of in this series) and an understanding of the promise of a Saviour – which we see fulfilled
in Jesus. We will continually remind the children of the gospel and of their need for salvation.
Note that I have referred to Abraham as such throughout and have not really referenced his name change from Abram.
Using different names does become confusing. Feel free to teach this if you want.

BACKGROUND TO AND OUTCOME OF LESSON SEVEN
The children have learnt the call of Abraham, of God’s promise of a son, of the birth of Isaac, the
testing of Abraham’s faith, Isaac’s marriage, the birth of Esau and Jacob and Jacob’s deceit of Isaac.
Today we will learn of Jacob’s marriages.
BIBLE REFERENCE: GENESIS 29: 1 – 30
LESSON
Tell this story – again it is an interesting story to tell.
Try to teach the following:

Whether Jacob was sinning by taking two wives – I am not sure. We know that Jacob was not
yet the God-fearing man he would become and clearly this passage, while culturally correct,
is not one we can take great lessons from. Jacob at this stage was not acting or thinking like a
godly man and was only interested in his own well-being. But despite all of this – God was still
going to use him and make him into Israel (which we will see next week). Perhaps this lesson
just needs to be taught as is, and we can just be amazed that God will use someone who does
not seek after him. This shows us something of God’s ways – which are so not like ours – and
that he is always working out his plan even when it does not look like it to us. Remind the
children that God loves them and is working out his plan in their lives – even when things seem
bad.
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PATRIARCHS AND PROMISES
A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30
NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON SEVEN: JACOB GETS MARRIED (GENESIS 29: 1 – 30)1
Today we will learn of how God arranged for Jacob to get married – in fact he married
two women – it might seem like a bit of a funny story to us – but it was all part of God
working out his plan to keep his promise to make Abraham, Isaac and Jacob the father
of a great nation.

[20] So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and
they seemed to him but a few days because of
the love he had for her. (Genesis 29:20 ESV)

God was still keeping his promises by
giving Jacob his wives. We don’t always
understand the ways that God works –
but we know that he always keeps his
promises. The best promise God made
was to send Jesus and we do know that
he kept this one. Do you believe that
Jesus died for your sins? Have you
asked him to forgive you and make you
part of his family?

1

Where Truth Matters
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Well done if you have learnt 1 Corinthians
15:3 – 6 (ESV), now keep practicing:
[3] For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received: that Christ
died for our sins in accordance with the
Scriptures,
[4] that he was buried, that he was raised on
the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures,
[5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then to
the twelve.
[6] Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers at one time, most of
whom are still alive, though some have
fallen asleep.
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Jacob loved Rachel. And he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” [19]
Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” [20]
So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he
had for her. (Genesis 29:18-20 ESV)

[11] Then Jacob kissed Rachel and wept aloud. [12] And Jacob told Rachel
that he was her father's kinsman, and that he was Rebekah's son, and she
ran and told her father. As soon as Laban heard the news about Jacob, his
sister's son, he ran to meet him and embraced him and kissed him and
brought him to his house. Jacob told Laban all these things, [14] and Laban
said to him, “Surely you are my bone and my flesh!” And he stayed with
him a month. (Genesis 29:11-14 ESV)
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PATRIARCHS AND PROMISES
A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30

LESSON EIGHT: JACOB’S CHILDREN (GENESIS 29:31 – 30:24, 35:9 – 15 and MATTHEW
1: 1 – 17)
GENERAL OUTCOME OF THIS SERIES
The outcome of this series is to teach the children about the formation of the Jewish nation by
considering Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and also to teach them of God’s early promises of a Saviour
for all nations. Gal 3: 8 – 9 teaches us that the promise made to Abraham was a promise that the
gospel would be preached to the gentiles. Gal 3:16 teaches specifically that the promise to Abraham
was a reference to Christ. In many ways these lessons are foundational to our understanding of
God’s progressive revelation of salvation, but they can be hard to grasp – especially for the children.
So what I think is important here is to teach them the stories which form the building blocks and as
they grow they will learn the theological implications of these stories.
I have tried throughout to focus on the promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many,
as well as the promise of a Saviour. So the outcome of these lessons is an understanding of the
historical details, an understanding of the promise of a nation to Abraham, (which we only see the
beginnings of in this series) and an understanding of the promise of a Saviour – which we see fulfilled
in Jesus. We will continually remind the children of the gospel and of their need for salvation.
Note that I have referred to Abraham as such throughout and have not really referenced his name change from Abram.
Using different names does become confusing. Feel free to teach this if you want.

BACKGROUND TO AND OUTCOME OF LESSON SEVEN
The children have learnt the call of Abraham, of God’s promise of a son, of the birth of Isaac, the
testing of Abraham’s faith, Isaac’s marriage, the birth of Esau and Jacob, Jacob’s deceit of Isaac and
Jacob’s marriages. Today we will conclude this series by considering the birth of Jacob’s children as
the start of the Jewish nation and Jacob’s change to a God-fearing man – Israel.
BIBLE REFERENCE: GENESIS 29:31 – 30:24, 35:1 – 15 and MATTHEW 1: 1 – 17
LESSON
There is quite a lot to cover here, tell some of the story of the birth of the various children, but also
skip to Gen 35: 1 – 3 where Jacob seems to have repented and learnt to trust in God alone (also see
Gen 32: 9 – 10). Then tell the story where God changes his name to Israel and repeats his promises
to him.

Try to teach the following:

God provided many children for Jacob – this was his plan in order to establish the nation of
Israel. We see here how God’s promise of many descendants is starting to be fulfilled.

Jacob finally believes in God and he is called Israel – so the nation is named after him. Despite
his sin – God had a plan all along.
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The genealogy in Matthew – which the older children can look at – proves that God’s ultimate
plan of providing blessing through Abraham was also fulfilled when Jesus was born into
Abraham’s line.
Galatians 3:29 says “And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according
to promise.” So if we are Christians – then we are also part of Abraham’s family. This might or
might not make sense – but it is useful to teach for the day when it does make sense! Remind
them of their need for salvation in order to be in Christ and part of this family.

I came across this sermon from John Piper – so I am including it here as a blessing to you for teaching
through these hard passages!

http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/those-who-have-faith-are-the-sons-of-abraham
Thus Abraham "believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness." So you see that it is men of faith
who are the sons of Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed." So then, those
who are men of faith are blessed with Abraham who had faith.
Can You Be a Child of Abraham?
The Word of God from this text for us today is that anyone—Jew or Gentile, rich or poor, male or female,
white or black or brown, quick-witted or slow, old or young—anyone can be a child of Abraham and inherit
the blessings promised to Abraham's children, if you live by faith.
The structure of the text is simple. The main point is stated in two different ways, once in verse 7 and once
in verse 9. And each of these is preceded by its Old Testament support. Verse 6 quotes Genesis 15:6,
"Abraham 'believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.'" And verse 7 draws out of that verse
together with verse 5 a general inference: "So (or: therefore) you see that it is those of faith who are sons of
Abraham." The thing that makes a person a "son of Abraham" is faith. Then verse 8 quotes Genesis 12:3 (and
18:18), "In you shall all the nations be blessed." And verse 9 draws out the inference, "So then, those who
are of faith are blessed with Abraham who had faith." The thing that qualifies a person to inherit Abraham's
blessing is faith. So the main point—the Word of God for us today (expressed in verses 7 and 9)—is that
anyone of us who lives by faith is a child of Abraham and will inherit Abraham's blessing.
I can think of at least two reasons why most modern people would simply shrug their shoulders at this
announcement. One reason is that they have no idea what it means to be a son of Abraham and no sense of
the stupendous value of the blessing promised to Abraham's children. And the other reason is that they can't
see how a 20th century American who doesn't have a Jewish cell in his body can be called a son of Abraham.
In other words, if this promise in Galatians 3:6–9 is going to strengthen our faith and increase our joy, we
have to dig in and see what it means and how it is grounded in the Old Testament. And that's my aim: the
advancement and joy of your faith (Philippians 1:25), because I know that genuine faith works itself out in
love (Galatians 5:6), and when people see the sacrificial love of God's people, many are gripped and give
glory to him (Matthew 5:16). So for the sake of our faith, our love, and ultimately, of God's glory, let's see
how Paul gets verses 7 and 9 out of the Old Testament, and what they mean for us today.
Not Dependent on Physical Descent
A great deal in this passage hangs on what it means to be a son of Abraham. So let's try to answer that
question first. The first thing that needs to be said is that Paul thinks sonship does not depend on physical
descent. For example, in 3:28, 29 he says, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's
offspring, heirs according to the promise." So the first thing to be said is that Jews and non-Jews can be
offspring or children or sons of Abraham. Sonship does not depend on physical descent. Romans
9:6, 7 confirm this: "Not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of
Abraham just because they are descendants."
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But we don't even have to go beyond our text to see this. Aren't verses 7 and 9 referring to the same group
of people? Verse 7 says that "those of faith are sons of Abraham." And verse 9 says that "those of faith are
blessed with Abraham." Surely, these are the same people: sons of Abraham, who will, therefore, enjoy the
blessings promised to Abraham and his children. But it is clear from the connection between verses 8 and 9
that these people include Gentiles. Verse 8 quotes Genesis 12:3, "In you shall all the nations (i.e., Gentiles)
be blessed"—not just Jews. And from that Paul infers verse 9: "So then, those of faith are blessed." So the
believers of verse 9 must include Gentiles, and since these are the same as the believers in verse 7 who are
called sons of Abraham, the sons of Abraham must include Gentiles. That's the first thing about being a son
of Abraham: it does not depend on physical descent from Abraham.
I know it sounds strange to us, but it is very close to the heart of the gospel: white, Anglo-Saxon protestants
can become sons of Abraham; Hispanics and Laotians and Cambodians can become sons of Abraham; black
African Muslims can become sons of Abraham; anti-semitic, redneck Nazi vigilantes can become sons of
Abraham; Hitler could have become a son of Abraham.
Was Paul's View Biblical?
Before we ask what that sonship involves and why it is good news, we need to ask whether Paul's view of
Abrahamic sonship is the same as the Old Testament's view. It is no good telling our Jewish friends that we
are sons of Abraham if they can simply point to the Torah and show us that Paul has distorted what Moses
taught. Turn with me to Genesis 12:1–3. Here is the foundational promise of the Jewish people. "Now the
Lord said to Abram, 'Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will
show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who curses you I will curse, and in you shall all the
families of the earth be blessed.'" When God chose Abram to found a new nation, he made sure that Abram
knew that the Jewish people were being created for the world. Their mission is to "be a blessing." Their
destiny is to serve all the nations. (Genesis 18:18says the same thing, and uses "nations," i.e., Gentiles,
instead of "families.") This is the text Paul quotes in Galatians 3:8, "In you shall all the nations be blessed."
But is this blessing which the nations get the same as sonship? Is there any clue in Genesis that the nations
would be blessed in Abraham because they would become his sons? Yes, there is in Genesis 17. Here God
spells out the terms of his covenant with Abraham and says in verses 4, 5, "Behold, my covenant is with you,
and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name
shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations." Some have tried to refer the
"nations" here to the Ishmaelites and Edomites, who can trace their physical descent to Abraham. But surely
the word "multitude" in Genesis 17:4, 5 means more than two. Surely God has in view here the same nations
that will be blessed in Genesis 12:3 and 18:18, namely, "all the families (nations) of the earth."
In other words, Genesis 17:4 explains how the nations of Genesis 12:3 and 18:18 are going to be blessed.
They are going to be blessed because Abraham will become their father. They are going to be blessed by
becoming sons of Abraham. So it does not look as though Paul has distorted the Old Testament when he
teaches that Gentiles can be sons of Abraham. That's the first thing we need to see about Abraham's
children—they include more than Jews. They can include you and me. (See Romans 4:16 and 17 to confirm
that Genesis 17:4 lies behind Paul's thinking about Gentile sonship.)
Must Be Like Abraham
The second thing to notice about being a child of Abraham is that it means being like Abraham. In John
8:39 the Jews defend themselves against Jesus' criticisms by saying, "'Abraham is our father.' Jesus said to
them, 'If you were Abraham's children, you would do what Abraham did.'" Jesus shows us two things in this
response. First, he shows us that they are not Abraham's children, even though they are Jews—and so he
confirms our first point, that being a child of Abraham is not the same as Jewishness. And the second thing
he shows us is that being a child of Abraham means being like Abraham—doing what he does: "If you were
Abraham's children you would do what Abraham did." In Galatians 3:6 what Abraham did was believe God.
"Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness" (Genesis 15:6). Then Paul infers from
this in verse 7, "So you see, it is those of faith who are sons of Abraham." Abraham was a man of faith, so if
you do what he did, if you have faith, you will be his child.
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So the first thing we said about being sons of Abraham is that it's not the same as being a physical descendant.
Anyone here can become a child of Abraham. Now the second thing we've said is that being a son of Abraham
involves doing what he did—not in every particular, of course, but in the essential thing, namely, believing
God's promises. Abraham believed God; therefore, those of faith are sons of Abraham.
Heirs of Blessing of Abraham
The third thing to say about sons of Abraham is that they are heirs of the blessing to Abraham and his
descendants. Galatians 3:29 makes this especially clear: "If you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's
offspring, heirs according to the promise." Remember, this comes right after verse 28 which shows that Paul
has in mind here male and female, slave and free, Jew and Greek. The most astonishing thing asserted here
is that Greeks—uncircumcised Gentiles!—are heirs of the promises made to Abraham. You and I can become
beneficiaries of God's promises to Abraham if we have the faith of Abraham and belong to Jesus Christ.
(Romans 4:16, 17 also shows that Gentiles are made heirs of "the promise" because of faith. See
also Galatians 3:14 and 4:30.)
Those are the three things I wanted to say about being children of Abraham: 1) It is not the same thing as
being Jewish—Gentiles can be included; 2) it means being like Abraham, especially trusting the promises of
God like Abraham did; 3) it means inheriting the blessings promised to Abraham.
So the question that begs to be answered now is: What are those blessings? Is there anything in this
inheritance that should interest a 20th century American businessman, housewife, student, professional,
laborer, teenager, senior citizen? I think there is. I'll mention two of them—two things that you inherit if you
are a child of Abraham. And each of these is promised in order to take away a fear that you have (or ought
to have): 1) The fear of meeting an infinitely holy God loaded with all your sin; and 2) the fear of death.
The Promise of Justification
First, if you are a child of Abraham, part of your guaranteed inheritance is the bequest of justification. And
only justification can take away your fear of meeting God loaded with your sin. Notice Galatians 3:8, "And
the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to
Abraham, saying, 'In you shall all the nations be blessed.'" This verse teaches that the reason the Scripture
promises blessing to the nations through Abraham is that God intended to justify people from every nation.
"Since the Scripture saw God justifying the Gentiles . . . therefore the Scripture promised blessing to the
Gentiles through Abraham." So the promised blessing of Abraham must involve justification. And you recall
from the connection between Genesis 12:3 and 17:4 that the reason the nations will be blessed is because
Abraham becomes their father. They become his sons. Therefore, justification is part of our inheritance as
children of Abraham. If you are his child, then, and only then, you are justified.
Which means that in spite of all your sins, God reckons you to be righteous. If you are a child of Abraham, all
the things you have done wrong or ever will do wrong are forgiven because of Christ, and God does not hold
your sins against you. I don't know of any cultural, intellectual, or technological changes over the past two
thousand years that makes this inheritance any less needed or less desirable today than it was for the
Galatians. This and this alone can take away the fear of meeting an infinitely holy God loaded with our sin.
So the first thing we inherit from God as children of Abraham is justification, acquittal of all our sin. (And this
is the basis for all the other blessings!)
The Promise of the Spirit
Second, if you are a child of Abraham, part of your guaranteed inheritance is the Spirit of God who seals you
for eternal life. Only the Spirit can take away the fear of death and hell and replace it with the hope of eternal
life. Notice two key texts from Galatians which make this plain. Galatians 3:14 says that Christ became a curse
for us "that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, in order that we might
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith." This verse teaches that part of Abraham's blessing which we
Gentiles can inherit is the gift of the Spirit. One of the marks of the children of Abraham is that they are
indwelt by the Spirit of Christ (2:20; 4:6, 29).
The connection between this and eternal life is then brought out in Galatians 6:8, "He who sows to his own
flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life."
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The only ground out of which eternal life can be harvested is the ground of the Spirit. If you plant your life in
the flesh, if you count on what you can achieve and enjoy in this world, then the harvest you will get is
corruption, death, and hell, for that is an immeasurable insult to God who offers himself to you in the Spirit.
But if you plant your life in the Spirit and count on what he can do through you and for you, the harvest you
will get is eternal life. So when Galatians 3:14 says that the Spirit is a part of our inheritance as children of
Abraham, it implies that only the children of Abraham will enjoy eternal life. And that takes away the fear of
death and hell, which is just as real and terrible in the 20th century as it was in the first. (Note: the Spirit is
not explicitly promised to Abraham in Genesis. It is promised to God's people in Joel 2 and Ezekiel 36. Paul's
assumption is that whatever goes into making the children of Abraham what they ought to be is a fulfillment
of God's intention in the promise to Abraham. See Genesis 17:7.)
In summary, we have seen five things about what it means to be children of Abraham. 1) It is not the same
as physical descent from Abraham. Even 20th century Gentiles can be Abraham's sons. 2) It implies being like
Abraham, a chip off the old block, as it were, especially in his life of faith. 3) If you are a child of Abraham,
you inherit the blessing of Abraham. You become the beneficiary of the promises God made to his children.
That means 4) you are justified, acquitted by God of all your sins on the basis of Christ's death in your place.
And finally, 5) if you are Abraham's child, you have the Spirit who will lead you into eternal life.
Faith and Sonship
Therefore, it is surely no overstatement this morning to say that the most important concern of your life is
to make sure that you are a child of Abraham. So I close with an observation from our text and an illustration.
The text makes plain that the only way to be a child of Abraham is to live by faith. Literally, Galatians 3:7 says,
"Know therefore that those of faith, these are the sons of Abraham." The test of whether you are of faith is
not whether you once made a decision somewhere in the past, but whether your life is a life of faith. The
child of Abraham can say without insincerity, "I am crucified with Christ, it is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me, and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me." We are children of Abraham if we live by faith in the promises of God summed up in Christ.
I end with an illustration. Picture heaven as Orchestra Hall and the music of the symphony as the glory of
God. Everybody here knows that faith is the precondition for entering that hall and enjoying that music. But
some of you, I fear, have gotten the notion that trusting in Christ is like buying a ticket to Orchestra Hall once
for all, and that you can put this ticket away in your pocket as the guarantee of your admission someday,
even though the affections of your life are captured by the music of this world. That is not a biblical view of
saving faith. It's a delusion.
Faith is a precondition for enjoying the symphony of God's glory not in the sense of getting a ticket, but in
the sense of getting an ear for heaven's music. The real precondition of enjoying the music of heaven
throughout eternity is a new heart which delights in the things of God, not a decision card which you carry in
your pocket to ease your conscience while your mind is captivated by the delights of this world.
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PATRIARCHS AND PROMISES
A study of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the book of Genesis
Genesis 12 – 30
NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON EIGHT: JACOB’S CHILDREN (GENESIS 29:31 – 30:24, 35:1 – 15 and MATTHEW 1: 1 – 17)1
Jacob had lots of children – in the end he had 13 children – 12 of whom were boys.
From each of these boys would come the 12 tribes of Israel – the nation that God had
promised to Abraham. So even though Abraham did not know how God was going to
work this out – God knew all along and he kept his promise. Galatians 3:29 tells us
“And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to
promise.” This means that if we believe in Jesus – then we are also children of
Abraham!

[1] The book of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham. (Matthew 1:1 ESV)

In Matthew 1: 1 – 17 we read of the
names of Jesus ancestors. We can see
there that Jesus came as a descendant
of Abraham – just as God had promised
so very long ago. God always keeps his
promises – we must always believe this.
Do you believe that Jesus died to take
the punishment for your sins? Have you
asked him to forgive you and make you
part of his family and a child of
Abraham? If not, please speak to a
teacher or your mom and dad to help you
pray to God.
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Well done if you have learnt 1 Corinthians
15:3 – 6 (ESV), now keep practicing:
[3] For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received: that Christ
died for our sins in accordance with the
Scriptures,
[4] that he was buried, that he was raised on
the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures,
[5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then to
the twelve.
[6] Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers at one time, most of
whom are still alive, though some have
fallen asleep.
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[9] God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed him. [10] And God said
to him, “Your name is Jacob; no longer shall your name be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.” So
he called his name Israel. [11] And God said to him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply. A nation
and a company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body. [12] The land
that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring after you.”
(Genesis 35:9-12 ESV)

I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a company
of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own
body. The land that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you,
and I will give the land to your offspring after you.
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