Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
LESSON ONE: Running with Perseverance Hebrews 12:1-3

BACKGROUND: Last year we looked at the Pauline epistles – this year we will consider the general epistles.
OUTCOMES: In this series I want us to teach the children some of the practical lessons from the general (or
non-Pauline) epistles. The emphasis throughout this series will be on living the Christian life. Children will be
taught, challenged and encouraged to live the life that God expects them to live – not in order to gain His favour
– but in order to bring glory to Him and to show others that we are saved. I pray that this challenge to holiness
and godly living will be made to us first – and then to the children. Please be careful to stress throughout that
good works is not a way of salvation – but a way of life after salvation. The outcome of all the teachings in this
series is to teach, challenge and encourage the children to live godly lives to the glory of God and in order to
show others that they are saved.
Today the focus is on ridding our lives of sin.

BIBLE REFERENCE: Hebrews 12:1-3
LESSON: the main points to be taught today are:


The writer to the Hebrews tells us that being a Christian is like running a race and that we can get bogged
down by our sin and become ineffective as Christians.



He urges us to get rid of our sin. This takes hard work – repenting and trying our best not to sin again.



Encourage the children to think of sins that may be preventing them from being Christians that please God
(perhaps even be personal here about your own struggles) and encourage them to repent.



Remind them that they have the Holy Spirit to help them get rid of their sin.



Remind them too that if they are saved Jesus has died and taken the punishment for all their sin, but that
if they are not saved, their sins have not been forgiven. Remind them of the cross.
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
NAME: __________________________________________________________________
LESSON ONE: Running with Perseverance Hebrews 12:1-3

Last year we studied the letters written by the Apostle Paul. This term at Sunday
School we are going to be studying some of the letters in the Bible written by other
godly men to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these letters
in the Bible we will learn more about what it means to be a Christian and how to
live as Christians.

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since
we are surrounded by so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight, and sin
which clings so closely… (ESV)

We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make
us good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans
6:23). We can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our
place. (Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become
Christians our love for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3).
During this term we will learn some of the things that God wants us to do because
we love him.

The writer to the Hebrews teaches many important lessons; today we will learn one of these. He says in chapter
12 verse 1 “let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us.” Hebrews 12:1 (ESV)
The writer imagines that being a Christian is like running a race. When you run a race you
can’t wear clothes that will slow you down or trip you up – we all know that. So he says – as
a Christian trying to please God – we must not have any sin in our lives that will stop us from
doing what God wants and will stop us from living the kind of life God wants us to live.
Think of some of your sins or habits that might stop you from pleasing God in your life. Imagine
these sins are articles of clothes that you can’t run in. This is how your sins stop you from living to please God. Pray
on your own or with your teacher, and ask God to forgive you for these sins and to give you strength not to do them
again. Remember that God will always forgive you if you are one of his children because Jesus died to take the
punishment for your sin and God loves to forgive.

This term we will be learning 1 Peter 4:8 –
10 (ESV). Try to learn this for next week:
[8] Above all, keep loving one another
earnestly,
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[1] Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, [2] looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God. Heb 12:1-3 (ESV)
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
LESSON TWO: Faith Without Works is Dead James 2:14 – 26

BACKGROUND: the children have had one lesson and been encouraged to remove sin from their lives in order
to live effectively for God.

OUTCOMES: In this series I want us to teach the children some of the practical lessons from the general (or
non-Pauline) epistles. The emphasis throughout this series will be on living the Christian life. Children will be
taught, challenged and encouraged to live the life that God expects them to live – not in order to gain His favour
– but in order to bring glory to Him and to show others that we are saved. I pray that this challenge to holiness
and godly living will be made to us first – and then to the children. Please be careful to stress throughout that
good works is not a way of salvation – but a way of life after salvation. The outcome of all the teachings in this
series is to teach, challenge and encourage the children to live godly lives to the glory of God and in order to
show others that they are saved.
Today the focus is on doing good works – which must follow faith in Christ.

BIBLE REFERENCE: James 2:14 – 26
LESSON: the main points to be taught today are:


We are not saved by the good things we do – but by faith. Please make sure that this is clear.



Once we are saved – we must do the good works (actions) which show that we are Christians – these glorify
God, please God and show others that we are saved. This is a consistent theme of scripture (John 15:8, Gal
5:22-23, Eph 2:8-10, Titus 2:11-12). Many people believe that once they have made a commitment to Jesus
– they can live as they please. The bible is quite clear – and James is very clear – if you are saved – there
will be evidence. In fact James is so emphatic that he says that faith by itself is dead – what he is saying is
that it is no good saying you have faith – there must be evidence – otherwise there just simply is no faith.
Once we have the Spirit living in us – he must transform us.



Think of the many ways that children can show by their lives that they love Jesus – not only by what they
say – but by what they do. Help the children to come up with practical examples. Encourage those who are
not saved to turn to God in repentance.
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
NAME: __________________________________________________________________
LESSON TWO: Faith Without Works is Dead James 2:14 – 26

Last year we studied the letters written by the Apostle Paul. This term at Sunday
School we are going to be studying some of the letters in the Bible written by other
godly men to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these letters
in the Bible we will learn more about what it means to be a Christian and how to
live as Christians.

James 2:18b I will show you
my faith by my works. (ESV)

We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make
us good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans
6:23). We can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our
place. (Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become
Christians our love for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3).
During this term we will learn some of the things that God wants us to do because
we love him.

Today we are learning from the letter written by James, who was Jesus’ brother. He was writing to Christians to
try and teach them how to live in a way that pleases God. Today we read something very interesting. We know
that we cannot do any good works to be saved and that we are saved only by the faith God gives us. James tells
us, however, that after we are saved, we also need good works. What James is saying is that if you have faith
and are saved – then this will be followed by good actions. Our faith is shown by what we do – if we are Christians
– then our actions will show this. We have seen this before when we learnt about the fruit of the Spirit last year
– do you remember this? If we are Christians and we have the Holy Spirit living in us, then he enables us to
reject our sin and to obey God's commands. The change that happens inside of us when we are saved will soon
become evident on the outside. People will be able to see that we are God's children by the way we live.
What type of good actions might show that we are God's children? Actions that show that our hearts are
being changed. I think God expects us to read his word and to pray to him, to obey our parents, help our
family around the house, be kind to our brothers and sisters, loving to our friends and enemies, to do our
best at school and to be honest and sharing and caring. Do you agree with these? Can you think of any
other actions that would please God and which show that you are a Christian?

This term we will be learning 1 Peter 4:8
– 10 (ESV). Try to learn this for next
week:
[8] Above all, keep loving one another
earnestly, since love covers a multitude
of sins.

CAN
OTHERS
SEE THAT I AM
A
CHRISTIAN
BY THE WAY
THAT I LIVE?????
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[[14] What good is it,
my
brothers,
if
someone says he has
faith but does not
have works? Can that
faith save him? [15]
If a brother or sister
is poorly clothed and
lacking in daily food,
[16] and one of you
says to them, “Go in
peace, be warmed and
filled,” without giving
them
the
things
needed for the body,
what good is that?
[17] So also faith by
itself, if it does not
have works, is dead.
James 2:14-17 (ESV)
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
LESSON THREE: Taming the Tongue James 3:1-12

BACKGROUND: the children have been encouraged to remove sin from their lives in order to live effectively
for God and have been taught that their lives and actions must glorify God and show that they are Christians.

OUTCOMES: In this series I want us to teach the children some of the practical lessons from the general (or
non-Pauline) epistles. The emphasis throughout this series will be on living the Christian life. Children will be
taught, challenged and encouraged to live the life that God expects them to live – not in order to gain His favour
– but in order to bring glory to Him and to show others that we are saved. I pray that this challenge to holiness
and godly living will be made to us first – and then to the children. Please be careful to stress throughout that
good works is not a way of salvation – but a way of life after salvation. The outcome of all the teachings in this
series is to teach, challenge and encourage the children to live godly lives to the glory of God and in order to
show others that they are saved.
Today the stress is on our words – using our tongue in such a way that shows that we are children of God.

BIBLE REFERENCE: James 3:1-12
LESSON: the main points to be taught today are:


We can use our tongues (our words) in such a way that is destructive and hurtful or in a way that heals and
helps those around us. As Christians we must use our words to praise God and to help others. Perhaps the
older children can look at Eph 4:29, where Paul gives a similar command: Let no corrupting talk come out
of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those
who hear. (ESV)



Try to think of practical examples of things we say that are either hurtful or helpful. Try to encourage the
children to think of what it feels like to be the recipient of some of the hurtful things we say. Teach them
that as Christians our words must show that we are Christians.



Gently challenge those who are resistant to this teaching or appear unrepentant about the hurtful things
they say as to whether they are in fact saved. If we are saved, this will become evident in our speech.
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
NAME: __________________________________________________________________
LESSON THREE: Taming the Tongue James 3:1-12

Last year we studied the letters written by the Apostle Paul. This term at Sunday
School we are going to be studying some of the letters in the Bible written by other
godly men to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these letters
in the Bible we will learn more about what it means to be a Christian and how to
live as Christians.

James 3:10 From the same
mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers, these
things ought not to be so.
(ESV)

We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make
us good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans
6:23). We can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our
place. (Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become
Christians our love for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3).
During this term we will learn some of the things that God wants us to do because
we love him.

Today we are learning more from the letter written by James. Remember he was writing to Christians to try and teach
them how to live in a way that pleases God. Last week we learnt that after we are saved we need to live lives that please
God. We learnt that our actions must please God. Today we learn that what we say must also be pleasing to God. So not
only must people see that we are Christians by what we do, but also by what we say. Paul also says this in Ephesians 4:29.
James says that small things can have big consequences – so a small bit placed in a horse’s mouth can make
the whole horse turn around, a small rudder can make a large ship change direction and a small spark can
start a large fire. James says that in the same way the tongue – although it is small - can do a lot of
damage, or it can do a lot of good. But, just as a fig tree can’t produce olives, so the tongue of someone
who loves God should not say things that are hurtful and untrue. Instead our tongues should bring praise
to God and should say things that will help and encourage our friends and family. If we are God's children
then we have his Holy Spirit to help us. Do you love God? Are you one of his children? Do you believe that
Jesus died on the cross for your sin?

This term we will be learning 1 Peter 4:8 – 10
(ESV). Try to learn this for next week:
[8] Above all, keep loving one another earnestly,
since love covers a multitude of sins.
[9] Show hospitality to one another without
grumbling.
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[7] For every kind of
beast and bird, of reptile
and sea creature, can be
tamed and has been
tamed by mankind, [8]
but no human being can
tame the tongue. It is a
restless evil, full of
deadly poison. [9] With it
we bless our Lord and
Father, and with it we
curse people who are
made in the likeness of
God. [10] From the same
mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers,
these things ought not to
be so. James 3:7-10
(ESV)
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
LESSON FOUR: Living Holy Lives 1 Peter 1:14 – 21, 2:12

BACKGROUND: the children have been encouraged to remove sin from their lives in order to live effectively
for God and have been taught that their lives and actions and words must glorify God and show that they are
Christians.

OUTCOMES: In this series I want us to teach the children some of the practical lessons from the general (or
non-Pauline) epistles. The emphasis throughout this series will be on living the Christian life. Children will be
taught, challenged and encouraged to live the life that God expects them to live – not in order to gain His favour
– but in order to bring glory to Him and to show others that we are saved. I pray that this challenge to holiness
and godly living will be made to us first – and then to the children. Please be careful to stress throughout that
good works is not a way of salvation – but a way of life after salvation. The outcome of all the teachings in this
series is to teach, challenge and encourage the children to live godly lives to the glory of God and in order to
show others that they are saved.
Today the focus is on striving to be holy by rejecting sin in our lives.

BIBLE REFERENCE: 1 Peter 1:14 – 21, 2:12
LESSON: the main points to be taught today are:


Now that we are saved we are instructed to live holy lives.



Now that we are saved we are instructed to reject sinful living.



Peter gives us two reasons to live holy lives 1) we have been bought with the precious blood of Jesus and
2) so that glory goes to God (2:12)



Peter writes this as a command – as Christians we have no choice – we must reject sinful living and live holy
lives.



Remind the children again that this is not a way of attaining salvation, but a way of life after salvation.
Remind them too that they are not in this alone – but that they have the Holy Spirit to help them. Pray with
them about sins that they are struggling with.
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
NAME: __________________________________________________________________
LESSON FOUR: Living Holy Lives 1 Peter 1:14 – 21, 2:12

Last year we studied the letters written by the Apostle Paul. This term at Sunday
School we are going to be studying some of the letters in the Bible written by other
godly men to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these letters
in the Bible we will learn more about what it means to be a Christian and how to
live as Christians.

1 Peter 1:15 but as he who

called you is holy, you also be
holy in all your conduct, (ESV)

We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make
us good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans
6:23). We can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our
place. (Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become
Christians our love for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3).
During this term we will learn some of the things that God wants us to do because
we love him.

This week we are going to learn from the letter written by Peter to Christians. He tells them that now that they are saved
– they must not live like they used to before they were saved, but he says that they must live holy lives. This isn’t something
we think of often, but Peter tells them and us to be holy. This means that we must live such good lives that others will see
that we are different and trying not to sin. The reason that we must live like this, according to Peter, is because the perfect
Jesus has died for us and if we believe in him, he has bought us with his blood, and so that when other people see our
good lives – they will give glory to God!

This term we will be
learning 1 Peter 4:8 –
10 (ESV). Try to learn
this for next week:
[8] Above all, keep
loving one another
earnestly, since love
covers a multitude of
sins.
[9] Show hospitality to
one another without
grumbling.
[10] As each has
received a gift, use it
to serve one another,
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How can we live holy lives? How can we show that we are
Christians by the good things that we do? We need to try,
with God's help, to reject sin. This can be hard but we know
that the Holy Spirit is helping us. The things we used to do
and the things that we might still want to do that are sin –
these are the things we must stop doing. So it might be hard
but we need to stop lying to our parents and fighting with our
brothers and sisters and getting grumpy when our parents
ask us to tidy up our rooms. We need to stop picking on the
lonely kid at school and we need to stop saying nasty things
about other children.
Try to think of things you can do in place of these sins that
will show that you are a child of God.
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[14] As obedient children, do not be conformed to
the passions of your former ignorance, [15] but as
he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct, [16] since it is written, “You shall be holy,
for I am holy.” 1 Pet 1:14-16 (ESV)

X



[12] Keep your conduct among the

Gentiles honorable, so that when
they speak against you as
evildoers, they may see your good
deeds and glorify God on the day
of visitation. 1 Pet 2:12 (ESV)
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
LESSON FIVE: Serving Others 1 Peter 4:10 - 11

BACKGROUND: the children have been encouraged to remove sin from their lives in order to live effectively
for God and have been taught that their lives and actions and words must glorify God and show that they are
Christians and that they must be rejecting sin in order to live holy lives.

OUTCOMES: In this series I want us to teach the children some of the practical lessons from the general (or
non-Pauline) epistles. The emphasis throughout this series will be on living the Christian life. Children will be
taught, challenged and encouraged to live the life that God expects them to live – not in order to gain His favour
– but in order to bring glory to Him and to show others that we are saved. I pray that this challenge to holiness
and godly living will be made to us first – and then to the children. Please be careful to stress throughout that
good works is not a way of salvation – but a way of life after salvation. The outcome of all the teachings in this
series is to teach, challenge and encourage the children to live godly lives to the glory of God and in order to
show others that they are saved.
Today the focus is on using the gifts God has given us to serve others for God's glory.

BIBLE REFERENCE: 1 Peter 4:10 – 11
LESSON: the main points to be taught today are:


We have all been given gifts and abilities by God. I do not think that at this age it is necessary to discuss the
theology of God’s gifting – for our purposes the children will understand gifts to be any strengths or abilities
that they have – these do all come from God. I think here we can also include our time and our money as
gifts from God.



We must use the abilities God has given us, the money and the time God has given us, to serve or help
others.



We should not use our abilities to bring the focus onto ourselves – but rather to bring glory to God.



This teaching is contrary to so much of what the world is teaching our children – it is very important. Try to
think of examples of people in the church who use what God has given them to serve others – but who are
totally unseen – any behind the scenes ministry such as cleaning the church and preparing it for Sunday
worship, putting out the chairs, buying the teas and biscuits, looking after sick people, praying for each
other……
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
NAME: __________________________________________________________________
LESSON FIVE: Serving Others 1 Peter 4:10 - 11

Last year we studied the letters written by the Apostle Paul. This term at Sunday
School we are going to be studying some of the letters in the Bible written by other
godly men to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these letters
in the Bible we will learn more about what it means to be a Christian and how to
live as Christians.

1 Peter 4:10 As each has
received a gift, use it to serve
one
another,
as
good
stewards of God's varied
grace: (ESV)

We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make
us good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans
6:23). We can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our
place. (Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become
Christians our love for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3).
During this term we will learn some of the things that God wants us to do because
we love him.

Peter’s message today is very simple. He tells the Christians to whom he is writing that they should use the gifts
that God has given them to serve others – not to serve themselves. He tells them that everything that they do
they must do to please God so that all glory goes to God. This is hard because we like people to look at us and
think that we are good. Sometimes we like to use our gifts so that people will look at us, or to serve our own
interests or so that people will praise us. But Peter says that this is wrong – our main concern must be to serve
others. As Christians we are to serve others – this means we must do things that help others, even when no one
else can see.

This term we will be learning
1 Peter 4:8 – 10 (ESV). Try to
learn this for next week:
[8] Above all, keep loving one
another earnestly, since love
covers a multitude of sins.
[9] Show hospitality to one
another without grumbling.
[10] As each has received a
gift, use it to serve one
another, as good stewards of
God's varied grace:

Can you think of ways that you can use your gifts – what God
has given you – to serve others and to show your love to others?
You can give your time to help others, by helping those who are
sick or need help at home, you can give your money to help those
who do not have money or you can help others by being their
friend, or by using your abilities to serve them – perhaps by
helping them with school work, or by serving in the church by
carrying chairs or tea cups.
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[10] As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: [11]
whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that
God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen. ( 1 Peter 4:10-11 ESV)
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whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that
God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:10-11 ESV)

Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
LESSON SIX: Living in the Light of Jesus’ Return 2 Peter 3:8 -18

BACKGROUND: the children have been encouraged to remove sin from their lives in order to live effectively
for God and have been taught that their lives and actions and words must glorify God and show that they are
Christians, that they must be rejecting sin in order to live holy lives and that they must use what God has given
them to serve others.

OUTCOMES: In this series I want us to teach the children some of the practical lessons from the general (or
non-Pauline) epistles. The emphasis throughout this series will be on living the Christian life. Children will be
taught, challenged and encouraged to live the life that God expects them to live – not in order to gain His favour
– but in order to bring glory to Him and to show others that we are saved. I pray that this challenge to holiness
and godly living will be made to us first – and then to the children. Please be careful to stress throughout that
good works is not a way of salvation – but a way of life after salvation. The outcome of all the teachings in this
series is to teach, challenge and encourage the children to live godly lives to the glory of God and in order to
show others that they are saved.
Today the focus is on living a godly life in the light of the return of Jesus – an encouragement in Scripture.

BIBLE REFERENCE: 2 Peter 3:8-18
LESSON: the main points to be taught today are:


Without getting into any eschatology debates we can see from this passage then when Jesus returns there
will be no warning, and the world will come to an end – this truth ought to impact how we live. Perhaps
remind the older children of the parable of the wise and foolish virgins that they learnt in 2016 from
Mathew 25.



Ponder for a while what it will be like when Jesus returns and encourage those who are not saved to be
ready for this day.



Peter says that while we wait we ought to be holy and godly.



We have touched on ideas of what godly living looks like so go over this again with your children – as is
suitable to their age. Think with them about what their lives should look like if they are expecting Jesus to
return at any time….and what kind of life they would want to be living when he returns – this will give an
idea as to what holiness and godliness is.
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
NAME: __________________________________________________________________
LESSON SIX: Living in the Light of Jesus’ Return 2 Peter 3:8 -18

Last year we studied the letters written by the Apostle Paul. This term at Sunday
School we are going to be studying some of the letters in the Bible written by other
godly men to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these letters
in the Bible we will learn more about what it means to be a Christian and how to
live as Christians.

2 Peter 3:14 Therefore,
beloved, since you are
waiting for these, be diligent
to be found by him without
spot or blemish, and at
peace. (ESV)

We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make
us good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans
6:23). We can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our
place. (Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become
Christians our love for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3).
During this term we will learn some of the things that God wants us to do because
we love him.

Peter writes to the Christians again and he says that they must remember that God will keep his promise to
send Jesus back to earth one day. When he comes it will be a big surprise to many as they won’t be ready. Peter
tells the Christians to be ready and to live holy and godly lives all the time as they look forward to the day when
Jesus comes back again. He tells them to be live good lives while they wait for Jesus and not to listen to those
who try to tell them lies about God. He tells them to learn everything that they can about Jesus.

This term we have learnt 1
Peter 4:8 – 10 (ESV), now
keep practicing:
[8] Above all, keep loving one
another earnestly, since love
covers a multitude of sins.
[9] Show hospitality to one
another without grumbling.
[10] As each has received a
gift, use it to serve one
another, as good stewards of
God's varied grace:

Are
you
ready

We must learn from what Peter writes to Christians. We must
remember that Jesus will definitely come back to earth one day
to take us to live with him in heaven. We have no idea when he
will come back - it will be a big surprise – but we must make sure
that we live every day waiting for Jesus to come back. And how
must we live as we wait? We must live godly lives, doing good
things to please God – because we never know when Jesus will
come back. Some of the good things we can do include reading
our Bibles, praying, coming to church, obeying our parents, being
kind to our brothers and sisters, helping around the house,
working hard at school and telling our friends about Jesus. Can
you think of any others?

Pictures from http://content.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/reading/kids-reading-clip-art.png and
http://cdn.makeuseof.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Netiquette05.png?x92042
Where Truth Matters
37 Old Main Road Hillcrest 031 765 3750
www.baptistchurchhillcrest.com
SundaySchool@baptistchurchhillcrest.com

Hillcrest Baptist Church, prepared by Judy Parker 2017

2 Peter 3:14 Therefore, beloved, since you are
waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace. (ESV)
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
LESSON SEVEN: Love One Another 1 John 3:11 – 24

BACKGROUND: the children have been encouraged to remove sin from their lives in order to live effectively
for God and have been taught that their lives and actions and words must glorify God and show that they are
Christians, that they must be rejecting sin in order to live holy lives, that they must use what God has given
them to serve others, and to live in the light of the return of Jesus.

OUTCOMES: In this series I want us to teach the children some of the practical lessons from the general (or
non-Pauline) epistles. The emphasis throughout this series will be on living the Christian life. Children will be
taught, challenged and encouraged to live the life that God expects them to live – not in order to gain His favour
– but in order to bring glory to Him and to show others that we are saved. I pray that this challenge to holiness
and godly living will be made to us first – and then to the children. Please be careful to stress throughout that
good works is not a way of salvation – but a way of life after salvation. The outcome of all the teachings in this
series is to teach, challenge and encourage the children to live godly lives to the glory of God and in order to
show others that they are saved.
Today the focus is on loving one another.

BIBLE REFERENCE: 1 John 3:11 – 24
LESSON: the main points to be taught today are:


Both Jesus (John 13:35) and John teach that as Christians we must love each other.



Jesus teaches the importance of love so that others can see that we are Christians.



John teaches that love is demonstrated to us by Jesus when he died for us.



John teaches that love is an action not a feeling and is shown in the way we treat others – giving to those
who are in need. Many children might have a sentimental picture of love – it is useful for them to think of
love as something that does and something that is practical – as demonstrated by Jesus. Encourage the
children to think of ways in which they can show love to others and remind them that love for other
Christians is a sign that they are saved.



Love is not a way to gain God’s favour or to earn our salvation, but as Christians this is what God expects of
us.



Encourage those children who are not saved to trust in God and encourage those who are Christians to live
a life that pleases God.
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
NAME: __________________________________________________________________
LESSON SEVEN: Love One Another 1 John 3:11 – 24

Last year we studied the letters written by the Apostle Paul. This term at Sunday
School we are going to be studying some of the letters in the Bible written by other
godly men to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these letters
in the Bible we will learn more about what it means to be a Christian and how to
live as Christians.

1 John 3:18 Little children, let
us not love in word or talk but
in deed and in truth. (ESV)

We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make
us good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans
6:23). We can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our
place. (Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become
Christians our love for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3).
During this term we will learn some of the things that God wants us to do because
we love him.

This week we are going to learn about the teachings of the apostle John to Christians. He reminds them that
they should love each another. He says that the sign that we are Christians is if we love each other. The way
that we know what love is, is by looking at Jesus. Jesus loved us so much that he died for us, are we ready to die
for each other? John tells them that if they see that another Christian has no clothes or food – they should love
him enough to give him some clothes or food. We do not love with words but with actions. Do you remember
the words of Jesus? He said in John 13:35 that non Christians will
know that we are Christians because of our love for each other .
This term we have learnt 1 Peter 4:8 – 10
(ESV), now keep practicing:
[8] Above all, keep loving one another
earnestly, since love covers a multitude of
sins. [9] Show hospitality to one another
without grumbling. [10] As each has
received a gift, use it to serve one another,
as good stewards of God's varied grace:
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Can you think of some ways in which you
can show love to other Christians? We
can share our food and our clothes and
our toys and our homes with other
Christians. We can help other Christians
who are sick by visiting them or shopping
for them….what
else can you
think of?
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1 John 3:18 Little children, let us
not love in word or talk but in deed
and in truth. (ESV)
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
LESSON EIGHT: The Promise of Heaven Revelation 21 – 22

BACKGROUND: the children have been encouraged to remove sin from their lives in order to live effectively
for God and have been taught that their lives and actions and words must glorify God and show that they are
Christians, that they must be rejecting sin in order to live holy lives, that they must use what God has given
them to serve others, to live in the light of the return of Jesus and to love one another.

OUTCOMES: In this series I want us to teach the children some of the practical lessons from the general (or
non-Pauline) epistles. The emphasis throughout this series will be on living the Christian life. Children will be
taught, challenged and encouraged to live the life that God expects them to live – not in order to gain His favour
– but in order to bring glory to Him and to show others that we are saved. I pray that this challenge to holiness
and godly living will be made to us first – and then to the children. Please be careful to stress throughout that
good works is not a way of salvation – but a way of life after salvation. The outcome of all the teachings in this
series is to teach, challenge and encourage the children to live godly lives to the glory of God and in order to
show others that they are saved.
Today the focus is our glorious future in heaven!

BIBLE REFERENCE: Revelation 21 – 22
LESSON: the main points to be taught today are:


Regardless of our eschatological view, we all believe that Jesus is coming back and he has given us some
insights into heaven in the book of Revelation.



Some things will not be found in heaven – sin, death, mourning, crying – even the sun will not be needed
as God will be our light.



Some things will be found in heaven – Jesus will be there and all those who love Jesus and trust him for
salvation.



Encourage those children who are not saved to repent and to trust God for salvation.



Encourage those who are Christians to live a life that pleases God knowing that Jesus will come back and
take us to be with him oneday – and that heaven is a glorious place!
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Living the Christian Life
How to live a life that pleases God
INSTRUCTIONS found in the New Testament General Letters
1 Peter 1:15: but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (ESV)
NAME: __________________________________________________________________
LESSON EIGHT: The Promise of Heaven Revelation 21 – 22

Last year we studied the letters written by the Apostle Paul. This term at Sunday
School we are going to be studying some of the letters in the Bible written by other
godly men to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these letters
in the Bible we will learn more about what it means to be a Christian and how to
live as Christians.

Revelation 21:4 He will wipe
away every tear from their
eyes, and death shall be no
more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain
anymore, for the former things
have passed away.” (ESV)

We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make
us good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans 6:23).
We can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our place.
(Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become Christians our
love for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3). During this
term we will learn some of the things that God wants us to do because we love him.

Today we are learning from the last book in the Bible. This was written by the apostle
John in order to give us some idea of what heaven will be like. Although some of it is very confusing – some things are
clear. We know that Jesus will come back again and everyone who believes in Jesus will go to heaven. We also know that
heaven will be perfect – and way better than we can imagine. The important question is – what must we do to get to
heaven? The answer is clear – we must believe that nothing that we do is good enough to get us heaven, but that Jesus
died to take the punishment for our sin. We must believe in Jesus and be sorry for our sins and accept that God will let us
in to heaven because Jesus is perfect and not because we are. When we believe this we are Christians. Before we get to
heaven though God wants us to live good lives that honour him and show others that we are Christians – this is what we
have been learning these past few weeks. Today we are going to
have a look at some of the things that John tells us about heaven.
This should encourage us to live lives that please God – knowing
that one day we will be in heaven with God.

This term we have learnt 1 Peter 4:8 – 10 (ESV), now keep
practicing:
[8] Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love
covers a multitude of sins. [9] Show hospitality to one another
without grumbling. [10] As each has received a gift, use it to
serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace:

So John tells us that in heaven there will
be no tears or death or sadness or pain
but that everyone who loves God will live
together in a beautiful city with Jesus.
No one in heaven will sin and we will all
live perfect lives. John also says that
those who do not love God will not be in
heaven – so there will be no one there
who will hate God, or hate us and try to
hurt us. If you are one of God's children
– then you will live together with him in
heaven forever!
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Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (ESV)

http://www.supercoloring.com/sites/default/files/styles/coloring_full/public/cif/2013/12/jesusloves-all-the-children-of-the-world-coloring-page.jpg

Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (ESV)
Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (ESV)
Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (ESV)
Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (ESV)
Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (ESV)
Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (ESV)
Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (ESV)

