…with love from Paul
A study of some of the teachings from the epistles
of the Apostle Paul to the churches.

LESSON ONE: Remember Paul? (Acts 9:1 – 22)
BACKGROUND: Last year the children leant about Paul’s missionary journeys so this week we will be
reminding them of Paul’s conversion as a background to the rest of the series – which will be a study of some
of Paul’s teachings to the churches.
OUTCOME: While we will continually remind the children of the gospel throughout this series, our focus will
be to teach them some of the principles of godly living. Throughout his letters to the churches Paul reminds
Christians of how they ought to live to please God. Our premise will be that if they love God – they will want
to obey him (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3) and so we will be equipping them to do so. So as to prevent any
confusion we will remind the children each week that nothing that they can do will save them and that they
can’t earn their salvation, but that once they are saved, they need to please God – we will help them in
knowing how to do this. We will study one teaching from each of Paul’s letters to the churches.
Today’s lesson is a reminder of Paul’s conversion so that they can learn a little about the author of these
letters.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Acts 9:1 – 22
LESSON: You can teach the details of Paul’s conversion – many of them will remember this story.
Try to teach the following:
 Paul was an enemy of God.


God called him into his family.



Paul turned and became a great teacher of the gospel.



Talk about Paul’s conversion as a great picture of repentance.



Talk about your own conversion and perhaps ask them to share their own salvation testimonies…



Perhaps start a conversation about how we ought to live as Christians.
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LESSON ONE: Remember Paul? (Acts 9:1 – 22)

This term at Sunday School we are going to be studying some of the letters that the
Apostle Paul wrote to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these
letters in the Bible we will learn what it means to be a Christian and how to live as
Christians.
We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make us
good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans 6:23). We
can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our place.
(Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become Christians our love
for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3). During this term we will
learn some of the things that God wants us to do because we love him.
Today we are going to learn about Paul, who wrote many
letters in the New Testament. Some of you might remember
learning this lesson before. The Bible tells us that Paul hated
Christians. He thought he was a very good Jew and hated
Jesus. He was pleased when Christians were killed. When
we first meet Paul he is off to the city of Damascus to arrest
Christians and to put them in prison – Acts 9: 1 – 2.
While Paul was travelling to Damascus he saw a very bright
light and heard a voice – he knew that the voice belonged
to Jesus. At that time he realised that Jesus was real and
that he was the Saviour God had promised for so many
years. And so Paul became a Christian. God used him to
preach the gospel to many people and also to write letters
teaching us many truths about how to live to please the God
we love.

This term we will be learning
1 Thessalonians 4:16 – 18 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:

And immediately he proclaimed
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He
is the Son of God.” (Acts 9:20 ESV)
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[16] For the Lord himself will descend
from heaven with a cry of command,
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[3] Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around
him. [4] And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”
[5] And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. [6] But rise and
1
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” [7] The men who were traveling with him stood
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. [8] Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were
opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. [9] And for three days
he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. (Acts 9:3-9 ESV)

Saul, Saul, why
are you
persecuting me?

Who are
you, Lord?”
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…with love from Paul
A study of some of the teachings from the epistles
of the Apostle Paul to the churches.
LESSON TWO: Peace with God (Romans 5:1 – 11)
BACKGROUND: Last week the children learnt about Paul’s conversion. Today we will remind them of the
gospel from the book of Romans before we start teaching them how to live as Christians.
OUTCOME: While we will continually remind the children of the gospel throughout this series, our focus
will be to teach them some of the principles of godly living. Throughout his letters to the churches Paul
reminds Christians of how they ought to live to please God. Our premise will be that if they love God – they
will want to obey him (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3) and so we will be equipping them to do so. So as to
prevent any confusion we will remind the children each week that nothing that they can do will save them
and that they can’t earn their salvation, but that once they are saved, they need to please God – we will
help them in knowing how to do this. We will study one teaching from each of Paul’s letters to the churches.
Today’s lesson is a reminder of the gospel from the book of Romans so that they will know that nothing
they do can please God and that they need his grace and forgiveness to be saved.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Romans 5:1 – 11
LESSON: Although these principles might seem hard to teach, they are important principles and I think can
be taught.
The main points that I would like the children to learn from this passage are:
 We were sinners, rebelling against God (5:8).


While we were sinners – God loved us so much that He sent Jesus to die (5:8). We have no part in this.



If we accept what Jesus has done for us we are at peace with God (friends – no longer enemies) (5:1)
and saved from his anger (5:9).



If we accept what Jesus has done, we are justified. Although this is a “big” word it is an important
Christian word and will be good for them to learn. We can teach it to mean that in God’s eyes we
appear perfect and sinless – God sees Jesus in our place – because Jesus has taken our sin and the
punishment that ought to be ours. (5:1, 9).



Again it will be good to remind the children of their need for salvation. If appropriate remind them of
God's anger at sin and the consequence of hell that flows from not being saved.



Again if you have time, start a conversation about how they believe Christians should live.
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LESSON TWO: Peace with God (Romans 5:1 – 11)

This term at Sunday School we are going to be studying some of the letters that the
Apostle Paul wrote to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these
letters in the Bible we will learn what it means to be a Christian and how to live as
Christians.
We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make us
good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans 6:23). We
can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our place.
(Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become Christians our love
for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3). During this term we will
learn some of the things that God wants us to do because we love him.
Last week we learnt about Paul’s conversion. We are going
to be learning from his letters some of his teachings to
Christians about how they should live to please God. Before
we do that though today we are going to remind ourselves
of what it means to be a Christian.
From today’s verses we will learn that while we were
sinners, doing all the wrong things, God showed his great
love for us by sending Jesus to die in our place and to take
our punishment and God's anger on himself. If we believe
this and are sorry for our sin we become Christians and we
have peace with God and God is no longer angry with us.
Once we become one of God's children then we will want to
do the things that please him. We will learn more of this
from next week.

but God shows his love for us in
that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8 ESV)

This term we will be learning
1 Thessalonians 4:16 – 18 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
[16] For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with
a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and
with the sound of the trumpet of God.
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[8] but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. [9] Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall
we be saved by him from the wrath of God. (Romans 5:8-9 ESV)
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[8] but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. [9] Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall
we be saved by him from the wrath of God. (Romans 5:8-9 ESV)
[8] but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. [9] Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall
we be saved by him from the wrath of God. (Romans 5:8-9 ESV)
[8] but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. [9] Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall
we be saved by him from the wrath of God. (Romans 5:8-9 ESV)
[8] but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. [9] Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall
we be saved by him from the wrath of God. (Romans 5:8-9 ESV)

…with love from Paul
A study of some of the teachings from the epistles
of the Apostle Paul to the churches.
LESSON THREE: One in Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12 – 31)
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Paul’s conversion and the gospel. Today we will start teaching
them how to live as Christians.
OUTCOME: While we will continually remind the children of the gospel throughout this series, our focus will
be to teach them some of the principles of godly living. Throughout his letters to the churches Paul reminds
Christians of how they ought to live to please God. Our premise will be that if they love God – they will want
to obey him (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3) and so we will be equipping them to do so. So as to prevent any
confusion we will remind the children each week that nothing that they can do will save them and that they
can’t earn their salvation, but that once they are saved, they need to please God – we will help them in
knowing how to do this. We will study one teaching from each of Paul’s letters to the churches.
In today’s lesson they will learn that we are all one in Christ so that they will know how to consider and treat
each other.
BIBLE REFERENCE: 1 Corinthians 12:12 – 31
LESSON: again some of this might be hard to teach, but they are important principles and I think they can be
taught.
The main points that I would like the children to learn from this passage are:
 The analogy that Paul uses – of the parts of the body. This should make sense to the children – if the
whole body was one part – it would not function, each part needs the other, and no part is more or less
important. They should understand that the body can’t consist of only one part (perhaps you can have
some fun with this idea and let them imagine a body that is only an ear or a thumb?).


Although we are all different – we all need each other.



Although we have different gifts or abilities or functions, different things we can do – no one is more
important than the other – we should respect each other. Perhaps talk about the different roles that
different people play in the church and how that we would not even have Sunday School if, for example,
every one made tea or played the guitar. This is very practical and they should be able to see how that
we all work together serving each other.



In addition, you can teach them how that we ought all to care for each other.



We ought also not to be jealous of each other as God has given us our abilities which we must use to
serve each other.



Please make sure that you remind the children that this only applies to Christians – this is how we live
as Christians – and do remind them of the gospel.
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LESSON THREE: One in Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12 – 31)

This term at Sunday School we are going to be studying some of the letters that the
Apostle Paul wrote to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these
letters in the Bible we will learn what it means to be a Christian and how to live as
Christians.
We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make us
good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans 6:23). We
can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our place.
(Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become Christians our love
for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3). During this term we will
learn some of the things that God wants us to do because we love him.
Last week we learnt what it means to be a Christian – someone who has said
sorry to God for their sins and trusted Jesus’ death in their place and now
lives to please God. So now we are going to learn a little about how to please
God from the letters that Paul wrote to the church. Remember that we obey
God because we love him and because he has saved us by his grace.
From today’s verses we learn that all Christians are part of one body. Just
like our own bodies have different parts – an eye, a foot and so on and each
part has a role to play, and each part needs the others – so it is with
Christians. We all need each other and even though we all do different things
– we are all part of one body. So just like the whole body can’t be an eye –
so all Christians can’t be the same and we should not be jealous of others.
Just like the whole body hurts if one part is sore – so we all hurt if one person
hurts. We need to care for each other because we are all one body.

For just as the body is one
and has many members,
and all the members of the
body, though many, are
one body, so it is with Christ.
(1 Corinthians 12:12 ESV)

This term we will be learning
1 Thessalonians 4:16 – 18 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
[16] For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry
of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound
of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
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[12] For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. … 14] For
the body does not consist of one member but of many. [15] If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would
not make it any less a part of the body. [16] And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it
any less a part of the body. [17] If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be
the sense of smell? [18] But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. [19] If all were a single member, where
would the body be? [20] As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. [21] The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head
to the feet, “I have no need of you.” (1 Cor 12: 13 – 20 ESV)

…with love from Paul
A study of some of the teachings from the epistles
of the Apostle Paul to the churches.
LESSON FOUR: The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22 – 26)
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Paul’s conversion and the gospel. They have also learnt that
we are all one body in Christ.
OUTCOME: While we will continually remind the children of the gospel throughout this series, our focus
will be to teach them some of the principles of godly living. Throughout his letters to the churches Paul
reminds Christians of how they ought to live to please God. Our premise will be that if they love God – they
will want to obey him (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3) and so we will be equipping them to do so. So as to
prevent any confusion we will remind the children each week that nothing that they can do will save them
and that they can’t earn their salvation, but that once they are saved, they need to please God – we will
help them in knowing how to do this. We will study one teaching from each of Paul’s letters to the churches.
In today’s lesson they will learn what our lives look like when we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit so they can
know if they are becoming more like Jesus.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Galatians 5:22 – 26
LESSON: The concept of today’s lesson should be easy to grasp. Just like the nature of a tree is evidenced
by the fruit it produces – so our nature is evidenced by the fruit that we produce. When we are Christians
we have the Holy Spirit in us and so his nature is seen in our lives. As we grow as Christians, as we read the
Bible and learn more of God – so his nature becomes more and more evident in our lives. It is important to
remember that it is not our fruit – but the Spirit’s fruit that is seen – as he lives in us.
The important points to teach are:
 When we are saved the Holy Spirit comes to live in us, he is God.
 As we grow as Christians the nature of the Spirit is seen in our lives – people will see the love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control in our lives – this is us
becoming more like Jesus as the nature of God becomes clearer in our lives. Try to teach that this is
not just us trying harder to do good – it is also the Spirit working in us. On our own we would not
succeed.
 The way we grow as Christians is to read the Bible and to learn more about God from the Bible as we
are taught.
 Challenge the children to read their Bibles so that they can show this fruit in their lives.
 Perhaps talk through the various characteristics that Paul identifies and see what they each mean. If
they are battling with a specific aspect this might be a good time to pray about it and ask God to help
them through the Spirit.
 Stress that although we can’t and don’t do good works in order to be saved, once we are saved we
must do the good things God expects of us. If you like you can teach the word “sanctification” – the
process of becoming more like Jesus – which follows justification. Again these are good words to learn
at this age.
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LESSON FOUR: The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22 – 26)

This term at Sunday School we are going to be studying some of the letters that the
Apostle Paul wrote to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these
letters in the Bible we will learn what it means to be a Christian and how to live as
Christians.
We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make us
good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans 6:23). We
can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our place.
(Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become Christians our love
for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3). During this term we will
learn some of the things that God wants us to do because we love him.
We learnt what it means to be a Christian – someone who has said sorry
to God for their sins and trusted Jesus’ death in their place and now lives
to please God. So now we are going to learn a little about how to please
God from the letters that Paul wrote to the church. Remember that we
obey God because we love him and because he has saved us by his grace.
From today’s verses we learn that all Christians have the Holy Spirit living
in them and that over time his personality starts showing in our lives. As
we read God's word and learn more about how he wants us to live and as
we continually repent of the wrong things we think and do and feel, slowly
we start to behave more and more like Jesus. We call this sanctification.
These verses tell us how we will behave the more we become like Jesus.
Know that we have to work hard to become like Jesus but that the Holy
Spirit lives in us to make us like Jesus – thank God for the Spirit who helps
us to become like Jesus.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, [23]
gentleness, self-control; against
such things there is no law.
(Galatians 5:22-23 ESV)

This term we will be learning
1 Thessalonians 4:16 – 18 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
[16] For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a
cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with
the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first. [17] Then we who are alive, who are left, will
be caught up together with them
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[22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23 ESV)
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[22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23 ESV)
[22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23 ESV)
[22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23 ESV)
[22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23 ESV)
[22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23 ESV)
[22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23 ESV)
[22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23 ESV)

…with love from Paul
A study of some of the teachings from the epistles
of the Apostle Paul to the churches.

LESSON FIVE: Put off and Put on (Ephesians 4:17 – 32)
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Paul’s conversion and the gospel. They have also learnt that
we are all one body in Christ and the fruit of the Spirit.
OUTCOME: While we will continually remind the children of the gospel throughout this series, our focus will
be to teach them some of the principles of godly living. Throughout his letters to the churches Paul reminds
Christians of how they ought to live to please God. Our premise will be that if they love God – they will want
to obey him (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3) and so we will be equipping them to do so. So as to prevent any
confusion we will remind the children each week that nothing that they can do will save them and that they
can’t earn their salvation, but that once they are saved, they need to please God – we will help them in
knowing how to do this. We will study one teaching from each of Paul’s letters to the churches.
In today’s lesson they will learn some specific behaviour that that should put off and some they should put
on so that they can become more like Jesus.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Ephesians 4:17 – 32
LESSON: The issues discussed by Paul in this passage should be simple enough for the children to understand.
Try to teach the following:


The concept of “putting off” and “putting on” – which is a useful word picture of the process of
sanctification which involves rejecting certain sinful behaviour and practicing godly conduct in its place.



Remind them of the concept of sanctification – becoming more like Jesus – which is what every Christian
must be doing.



Discuss the various conduct that Paul identifies by reading through the passage: lies v truth, stealing v
work, unkind speech v building up speech, bitterness and anger v kindness and forgiveness.



Talk through any of these that the children may be struggling with. Remind them that if they are not
saved they do not have the Spirit to help them, and if they are saved, remind them that they do have
the Spirit who will work in them to make them more like Jesus as they read God's word and pray. Remind
them of the gospel truth.



Pray with the children about their struggles.
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LESSON FIVE: Put off and Put on (Ephesians 4:17 – 32)

This term at Sunday School we are going to be studying some of the letters that the
Apostle Paul wrote to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these
letters in the Bible we will learn what it means to be a Christian and how to live as
Christians.
We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make us
good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans 6:23). We
can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our place.
(Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become Christians our love
for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3). During this term we will
learn some of the things that God wants us to do because we love him.



Be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, as God in
Christ
forgave
you.
(Ephesians 4:32 ESV)

We learnt what it means to be a Christian – someone who has said
sorry to God for their sins and trusted Jesus’ death in their place and
now lives to please God. So now we are going to learn a little about
how to please God from the letters that Paul wrote to the church.
Remember that we obey God because we love him and because he
has saved us by his grace.
From today’s verses we learn some of the old behaviour that we must
put off and the new behaviour that we must put on once we are
saved by God's grace. Paul tells us to put off lies and put on truth, to
put off stealing and to put on work, to put off saying hurtful things
and to put on saying things that are kind to each other, not to be
bitter and angry and nasty but to be kind and gentle and forgiving.
This is how God wants us to treat each other, because we are all part
of his family and all have the Holy Spirit to help us change. We call
this change sanctification.
This term we will be learning 1 Thessalonians 4:16 – 18 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
[16] For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first. [17] Then we who are alive, who are
left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord
in the air,
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[31] Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and
slander be put away from you, along with all malice. [32] Be kind
to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you. (Ephesians 4:31-32 ESV)
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…with love from Paul
A study of some of the teachings from the epistles
of the Apostle Paul to the churches.

LESSON SIX: Rejoice and Pray! (Philippians 4:4 – 9)
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Paul’s conversion and the gospel. They have also learnt that
we are all one body in Christ, the fruit of the Spirit and the put off and put on behaviour.
OUTCOME: While we will continually remind the children of the gospel throughout this series, our focus will
be to teach them some of the principles of godly living. Throughout his letters to the churches Paul reminds
Christians of how they ought to live to please God. Our premise will be that if they love God – they will want
to obey him (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3) and so we will be equipping them to do so. So as to prevent any
confusion we will remind the children each week that nothing that they can do will save them and that they
can’t earn their salvation, but that once they are saved, they need to please God – we will help them in
knowing how to do this. We will study one teaching from each of Paul’s letters to the churches.
In today’s lesson they will learn specifically about how God wants them to behave when they are anxious or
worried about something.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Philippians 4:4 – 9
LESSON: This is a concept that many adults still struggle with – so teach it as truth and be honest with your
children about your own struggles. The main teachings are:


God wants his children to rejoice at all times – this is clear from this and other passages. I think it is true
to say that we are not expected to be happy when bad things happen to us, but we are to have an inner
joy despite our circumstances, because of our position in Jesus.



God does not want his children to be anxious. Remind the children of the word we learnt last term –
God is sovereign – if we really believe this then there is no need to worry about anything.



As an alternative to anxiety – God wants us to pray – about everything – and he promises us his peace
in return. It is important for the children to learn that these are real promises that God had made and
will keep. Perhaps share some personal stories with them.



Remind them again that these commands and these promises are only for God's children. Encourage
those who are saved to be obedient and challenge those who are not saved with the gospel and their
need for repentance.

prepared by Judy Parker, Hillcrest Baptist Church 2016

…with love from Paul
A study of some of the teachings from the epistles
of the Apostle Paul to the churches.
NAME_____________________________________________________________________________
LESSON SIX: Rejoice and Pray! (Philippians 4:4 – 9)

This term at Sunday School we are going to be studying some of the letters that the
Apostle Paul wrote to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these
letters in the Bible we will learn what it means to be a Christian and how to live as
Christians.
We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make us
good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans 6:23). We
can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our place.
(Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become Christians our love
for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3). During this term we will
learn some of the things that God wants us to do because we love him.
We learnt what it means to be a Christian – someone who has said
sorry to God for their sins and trusted Jesus’ death in their place and
now lives to please God. So now we are going to learn a little about
how to please God from the letters that Paul wrote to the church.
Remember that we obey God because we love him and because he
has saved us by his grace.
From today’s verses we learn that God wants us always to rejoice
and never to worry. We can do this of course when we believe that
God is really in control of everything (remember last term we learnt
that God is sovereign?) and always does what is best because of his
love for us (Romans 8:28). We also learn though that we must pray
about everything that worries us and God will give us great peace.
Isn’t it so amazing to be a child of God!

do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to
God. (Philippians 4:6 ESV)

This term we will be learning 1 Thessalonians 4:16 – 18 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
[16] For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first. [17] Then we who are alive, who are
left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord
in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
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[6] do not be anxious about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. Phil 4:6
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…with love from Paul
A study of some of the teachings from the epistles
of the Apostle Paul to the churches.

LESSON SEVEN: Working for God (Colossians 3:23 – 24)
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Paul’s conversion and the gospel. They have also learnt that
we are all one body in Christ, the fruit of the Spirit, the put off and put on behaviour and the command not
to be anxious but to pray.
OUTCOME: While we will continually remind the children of the gospel throughout this series, our focus will
be to teach them some of the principles of godly living. Throughout his letters to the churches Paul reminds
Christians of how they ought to live to please God. Our premise will be that if they love God – they will want
to obey him (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3) and so we will be equipping them to do so. So as to prevent any
confusion we will remind the children each week that nothing that they can do will save them and that they
can’t earn their salvation, but that once they are saved, they need to please God – we will help them in
knowing how to do this. We will study one teaching from each of Paul’s letters to the churches.
In today’s lesson they will learn that they are to work as for the Lord so that their attitude to work will change
as they seek to serve God rather than man.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Colossians 3:23 – 24
LESSON: This is a challenging command to many adults. While it clearly applies to paid work, it is also
applicable to any work that we do – which includes studies as well as chores at home. Try to teach the
following:


No matter who we think we are working for – parents, teachers or a boss – we are actually working for
God.



This means we must work hard as we are trying to please God not anyone else.



And – because God is so generous – he will reward us in heaven oneday for our hard work – even if no
one sees what we do.



Please remind the children again that no amount of hard work will earn them any favour with God –
they can never earn their salvation through hard work or being good….their salvation is based purely on
the very good work of Jesus – and they need to put their faith in him alone.
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…with love from Paul
A study of some of the teachings from the epistles
of the Apostle Paul to the churches.
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LESSON SEVEN: Working for God (Colossians 3:23 – 24)

This term at Sunday School we are going to be studying some of the letters that the
Apostle Paul wrote to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these
letters in the Bible we will learn what it means to be a Christian and how to live as
Christians.
We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make us
good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans 6:23). We
can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our place.
(Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become Christians our love
for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3). During this term we will
learn some of the things that God wants us to do because we love him.
We learnt what it means to be a Christian – someone who has said
sorry to God for their sins and trusted Jesus’ death in their place and
now lives to please God. So now we are going to learn a little about
how to please God from the letters that Paul wrote to the church.
Remember that we obey God because we love him and because he
has saved us by his grace.
From today’s verses we learn that God wants Christians to work hard
in everything we do – school work or work around the home, or a
job we might have. Paul teaches that we are actually working for God
and that one day he will reward us! Now isn’t that a good reason to
work hard at all we do – God sees us and will reward us in heaven.

Whatever you do, work
heartily, as for the Lord and
not for men,
(Colossians 3:23 ESV)

This term we will be learning 1 Thessalonians 4:16 – 18 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
[16] For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first. [17] Then we who are alive, who are
left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord
in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. [18] Therefore encourage
one another with these words.
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[23] Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and
not for men, [24] knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving
the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3:23-24 ESV)
1

1

http://www.bigy.com/LittleY/Printables/assets/seasons_201308.jpg

[23] Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and
not for men, [24] knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving
the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3:23-24 ESV)
[23] Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and
not for men, [24] knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving
the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3:23-24 ESV)
[23] Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and
not for men, [24] knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving
the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3:23-24 ESV)
[23] Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and
not for men, [24] knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving
the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3:23-24 ESV)
[23] Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and
not for men, [24] knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving
the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3:23-24 ESV)

…with love from Paul
A study of some of the teachings from the epistles
of the Apostle Paul to the churches.

LESSON EIGHT: Our Great Hope! (1 Thessalonians 4:13 – 18)
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Paul’s conversion and the gospel. They have also learnt that
we are all one body in Christ, the fruit of the Spirit, the put off and put on behaviour, the command not to
be anxious but to pray and the teaching about work.
OUTCOME: While we will continually remind the children of the gospel throughout this series, our focus will
be to teach them some of the principles of godly living. Throughout his letters to the churches Paul reminds
Christians of how they ought to live to please God. Our premise will be that if they love God – they will want
to obey him (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3) and so we will be equipping them to do so. So as to prevent any
confusion we will remind the children each week that nothing that they can do will save them and that they
can’t earn their salvation, but that once they are saved, they need to please God – we will help them in
knowing how to do this. We will study one teaching from each of Paul’s letters to the churches.
In today’s lesson they will learn that Jesus is coming back so that they will be encouraged and encourage
others with this wonderful news.
BIBLE REFERENCE: 1 Thessalonians 4:13 – 18
LESSON: These are the verses that the children have been learning and so this will be familiar to them – these
are very encouraging verses about truths they need to remember all their lives. Try to teach the following:


Jesus is going to come back one day and take his people home – both those who have died and those
who are alive at the time!



We will live with Jesus forever!



This truth should be a great encouragement to the children and they should also encourage others –
especially when they face tough times.



Please use this lesson as a sober reminder to those who are not saved that there is no glorious future
awaiting them – that only those who are children of God will be with him forever – for those who have
not believed in Jesus – there is only the prospect of judgment and hell. Please use this to remind the
children of the gospel.
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LESSON EIGHT: Our Great Hope! (1 Thessalonians 4:13 – 18)

This term at Sunday School we are going to be studying some of the letters that the
Apostle Paul wrote to Christians to teach them and to encourage them. From these
letters in the Bible we will learn what it means to be a Christian and how to live as
Christians.
We must remember that we are all sinners and that nothing we do can ever make us
good enough for God (Romans 3:23) and that we deserve death (Romans 6:23). We
can only be saved by God's grace through faith that Jesus died in our place.
(Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Bible is also clear that once we become Christians our love
for God compels us to obey God. (John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3). During this term we will
learn some of the things that God wants us to do because we love him.
We learnt what it means to be a Christian – someone who has said
sorry to God for their sins and trusted Jesus’ death in their place and
now lives to please God. So now we are going to learn a little about
how to please God from the letters that Paul wrote to the church.
Remember that we obey God because we love him and because he
has saved us by his grace.
Today’s verses are the ones you have been learning all term. These
verses remind us of what is really important in our lives as Christians
– that one day Jesus will return and take us to heaven to live with
him forever. So when things seem to go wrong, we need to
remember that our true lives will be in heaven where all will be
perfect. Paul says that we must encourage each other as we
remember that heaven is still to come – an eternity with Jesus!
Well done if you have learnt 1 Thessalonians 4:16 – 18 (ESV).
Now keep practising:

[16] For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with
the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first. [17] Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will
always be with the Lord. [18] Therefore encourage one another with these words.
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[16] For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command h the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. [17]
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. [18] Therefore encourage one another
with these words. 1 Thessalonians 4:16 – 18 (ESV)
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