Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

LESSON ONE: JESUS ASCENDS INTO HEAVEN: Acts 1:1 – 11
BACKGROUND: As an introduction to the Book of Acts we will start with Jesus’ last words
to his disciples and his ascension.
OUTCOME: The main outcome of this series in the first part of Acts is to teach children Jesus’
commission to be his witnesses. While this command was given to those with him at the
time, because of the command to go to the ends of the earth – we know that this was not
just meant for them, but for all Christians. Throughout the book we will see how the various
disciples carried out his command and how God used their faithfulness to draw believers to
himself. We will also see that often they faced resistance – and we will learn from that too.
The children will be encouraged not only to submit their lives to Jesus, but also to tell others
about the gospel. Today is an introduction to the book and they should be amazed at his
ascension and encouraged by the words of the angels that Jesus will return!
BIBLE REFERENCE: Acts 1:1 – 11
LESSON: discuss the fact that this is a letter written by Luke to Theophilus as a follow up to
the gospel of Luke. The main points to teach are:
❖ The letter was written to tell us about what the disciples did in response to Jesus’
instruction to be his witnesses.
❖ Jesus’ instructions to his disciples and to us to be his witnesses. Discuss what this word
means and repeat this in each lesson. Give practical examples of where the children can
share the gospel and perhaps role play telling others about Jesus.
❖ Jesus’ ascension – in particular they should be encouraged that Jesus will return, but only
for those who are his children. Encourage the children to think about their salvation and
whether they are ready for Jesus to return.
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“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
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NAME:___________________________________________________________________
LESSON ONE: JESUS ASCENDS INTO HEAVEN: Acts 1:1 – 11
This term at Sunday School we are going to be reading a letter that was written
about 2000 years ago. This letter was written by a man named Luke to his friend
called Theophilus. It is actually the second letter Luke wrote. In the first letter
he told his friend all about Jesus, in the second letter he told his friend all the
things that Jesus’ followers did after Jesus went back to heaven. We are going
to learn how that God is always in control of bringing people into his church, and
that our job is to tell other people about Jesus so that they can believe in him
too. We need to believe that God sent Jesus who died in our place to take the
punishment for our sin and we need to be sorry for our sin. Then we need to tell
others this good news of how they can also become Christians. The word that the
Bible uses is “witnesses” – we are going to be learning what this word means.

Today we are going to discover two things in the letter. First we are going to
learn the last thing that Jesus told his disciples to do and then we are going to
learn about the interesting way that Jesus said good bye!
Just before Jesus returned to heaven, he gave one
instruction to his apostles:
“You will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8)
This instruction is for all Christians – we need to tell
others about salvation through Jesus.

When Jesus was finished talking, he was
lifted up and a cloud took him out of
sight.
Can you imagine seeing someone go up into
heaven like that?
But the angels told the disciples that
Jesus will oneday come back again – isn’t
that exciting? (Acts 1:9 – 11)

This term we are learning
Philippians 2:9-11 (ESV). Try to
learn this for next week:
(9) Therefore God has highly
exalted him

pictures from http://www.sheknows.com/kids-activity-center/print/mommy-and-girl-reading
and http://www.sermons4kids.com/ascension.gif
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And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went,
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9 – 11, ESV)

Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into heaven?
This Jesus, who was taken up
from you into
heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into
heaven

1
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Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

LESSON TWO: PENTECOST: Acts 2:1 – 47
BACKGROUND: Last week we learnt about the ascension of Jesus and the promise of the
Spirit and the command to witness. This week we will see the coming of the Holy Spirit and
the disciples witnessing for Jesus.
OUTCOME: The main outcome of this series in the first part of Acts is to teach children Jesus’
commission to be his witnesses. While this command was given to those with him at the
time, because of the command to go to the ends of the earth – we know that this was not
just meant for them, but for all Christians. Throughout the book we will see how the various
disciples carried out his command and how God used their faithfulness to draw believers to
himself. We will also see that often they faced resistance – and we will learn from that too.
The children will be encouraged not only to submit their lives to Jesus, but also to tell others
about the gospel.
Today the children should learn of the historical event of the coming of the Holy Spirit after
the ascension of Jesus, they should be reminded of the need for repentance, and they should
learn of the fact that every person receives the Holy Spirit at conversion.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Acts 2:1-47 – especially: 1-15; 22-24; 36-41 (as appropriate to your
age group)
LESSON: Tell the story of the coming of the Holy Spirit in what appeared to be tongues of
flame. This was in order for the believers to see that something was happening because we
can’t really see the Holy Spirit. Tell the story of the apostles preaching in all the languages
so that all could understand the message and tell the story of the main points of Peter’s
sermon and the response of the people – which was repentance. These are the main points
that I would like the children to learn: (as appropriate to your age group)
❖ The Holy Spirit is God’s presence with us.
❖ The Holy Spirit is a gift to every believer at salvation. (v 38)
❖ The Holy Spirit equips/helps us to serve God. (1:8)
❖ God has provided a way of salvation as planned by him in the past. (v 23)
❖ We must repent in order to be forgiven and saved. This is the only appropriate response
to the gospel. (vv 38 – 39) encourage the children to submit their lives to God.
❖ Just as Peter and the others told the people about salvation, so must we. Encourage the
children to think of those they can witness to.
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Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth." Acts 1:8

NAME:___________________________________________________________________
LESSON TWO: PENTECOST: Acts 2:1 – 47
Next Luke tells us in his letter that one day, after Jesus had gone back
to heaven, the disciples were in a room together. They heard a sound
like the wind blowing and they saw what looked like fire resting on each
of their heads. God had sent the promised Holy Spirit. Of course the
Holy Spirit is not really a flame – but God wanted to make sure that
these early Christians understood that the Holy Spirit had really come
to help them. God still sends the Holy Spirit to all those who believe
that Jesus died for their sins.

After they were filled with the Holy
Spirit, they spoke in different
languages, so that everyone in
Jerusalem could understand. Peter
told all the people that God sent
Jesus to earth to die for their sins,
just as he had promised in the past.
The people were very upset and
asked “what shall we do?" Peter said:
(Acts 2: 38) "Repent and be baptised,
every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins.

Have you said sorry to
Jesus for your sins?
This term we are learning Philippians 2:9-11 (ESV).
Try to learn this for next week:
(9) Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name,
picture from http://www.sheknows.com/kids-activity-center/print/mommy-and-girlreading and http://www.sermons4kids.com/pentecost_wp_colorpg.gif
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1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly
there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on
each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1 – 4, ESV)

1

(From Acts 2: 38) Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.
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(From Acts 2: 38 ESV) Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.
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Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

LESSON THREE: THE HEALING OF THE LAME MAN: Acts 3:1 – 4:22
BACKGROUND: The children have now learned of Jesus’ instruction to witness for him, they
have learnt of Jesus’ ascension and of the events of the day of Pentecost and now we move
onto further actions by the apostles, fulfilling Jesus instruction.
OUTCOME: The main outcome of this series in the first part of Acts is to teach children Jesus’
commission to be his witnesses. While this command was given to those with him at the time,
because of the command to go to the ends of the earth – we know that this was not just meant
for them, but for all Christians. Throughout the book we will see how the various disciples
carried out his command and how God used their faithfulness to draw believers to himself. We
will also see that often they faced resistance – and we will learn from that too. The children will
be encouraged not only to submit their lives to Jesus, but also to tell others about the gospel.
Today children will learn that Jesus works in and through us for his glory and of the need to
share the gospel always whatever the cost. They will be challenged with the need to repent and
to witness.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Acts 3:1 – 4:22 (as appropriate to your age group)
LESSON: This is a long story encompassing three main parts
❖ the healing of the man
❖ the message by Peter (can omit for young children)
❖ the imprisonment and subsequent message again by Peter along with the statement that
they chose to serve God rather than man.
Do as much of the lesson as you think is appropriate to your age group. Try to give even a very
brief summary of Peter’s sermon. (even just a focus on repentance will be good)
The lessons that I would like the children to learn are:
❖ Whatever God does through us is by his power and for his glory. Whenever we do anything
good – being kind or obedient – it is because has enabled us and we must thank him and
give the glory to him.
❖ We must never miss an opportunity to share the gospel – even if there is opposition – look
at the results (4:3 – 4). You should tell the children that there are countries even today where
people are imprisoned for believing in Jesus and telling others about him. Perhaps pray for
the persecuted church and remind your children of this whenever it is appropriate.
❖ No matter what the opposition is – we must choose to obey God. Here, and throughout
this passage - they are obeying the command from Jesus to be his witnesses.
❖ The need for repentance – encourage those who are saved and challenge those who are
not. It is important that we continually bring the gospel before the children.
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NAME:___________________________________________________________________
LESSON THREE: THE HEALING OF THE LAME MAN: Acts 3:1 – 4:22
1

Today’s story happened soon after the last story. Peter and John
performed a great miracle – he healed a man who had been lame since
birth! After the miracle the Bible tells us that people began to praise
God for what they had seen and Peter had another chance to tell
them all about salvation through Jesus. Do you believe that Jesus
died to save you from the punishment you deserve for your sins?

I bet you won’t be able to
believe what the leaders did
to Peter and to John after
they healed the man – read
Acts 4:3, but then read Acts
4:4 this is even more
amazing!!

“I have no silver and gold, but
what I do have I give to you. In
the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk!”
Acts 3:6 (ESV)

Peter was not scared to tell others about
salvation through Jesus – even though
he went to jail – see what he says in 4:19
– 20. Do you tell your friends how to
become Christians by believing in Jesus?
Ask God to help you do this.
This
term
we
are
learning
Philippians 2:9-11 (ESV). Try to
learn this for next week:
(9)
Therefore
God
has
highly
exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, (10)
so that at the name of Jesus

The leaders put Peter and John into prison – but see
what happens then – “But many of those who had
heard the word believed, and the number of the men
came to about five thousand.” (4:4) Do you see what
was happening – as his disciples were telling others
about Jesus – God was making sure that many
people believed. Even though some Christians went
to jail – God still brought more and more Christians
into his family – isn’t he amazing!

picture from http://www.sheknows.com/kids-activity-center/print/mommyand-girl-reading and http://www.westarkchurchofchrist.org/wings/lbcjudi1.htm
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I have no silver and gold, but
what I do have I give to you. In
the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk! Acts
3:6 (ESV)

1

But Peter and John
answered them, “Whether
it is right in the sight of God
to listen to you rather than
to
God,
you
must
judge, for we cannot but
speak of what we have seen
and heard.” And when they
had further threatened
them, they let them go,
finding no way to punish
them, because
of
the
people, for all were praising
God for
what
had
happened. For the man on
whom this sign of healing
was performed was more
than forty years old. (Acts
4:19 – 20) ESV

1
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Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

LESSON FOUR: THE ETHIOPIAN: Acts 8: 26 – 40
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Jesus’ command to witness, his ascension,
Pentecost and the healing of the lame man. Today we are continuing to learn about the way in
which the early church carried out Jesus’ instruction to them to be his witnesses, which they did
despite opposition. This is another story of the faithfulness of his people.
OUTCOME: The main outcome of this series in the first part of Acts is to teach children Jesus’
commission to be his witnesses. While this command was given to those with him at the time,
because of the command to go to the ends of the earth – we know that this was not just meant
for them, but for all Christians. Throughout the book we will see how the various disciples
carried out his command and how God used their faithfulness to draw believers to himself. We
will also see that often they faced resistance – and we will learn from that too. The children will
be encouraged not only to submit their lives to Jesus, but also to tell others about the gospel.
Today the children will be encouraged and challenged to spread the good news of salvation in
Jesus to all they meet, knowing that God will save people in His time.
BIBLE REFERENCE: ACTS 8:26 – 40
LESSON:
Tell the story – this has some good action. Perhaps go into detail about where Ethiopia is and
the position that this man held. (It might be best to describe the eunuch as a man who is not
married?). Show the children the passage that the Ethiopian was reading from in Isaiah (Is 53:7
– 8). The following points are important:
❖ Philip was obedient to the command of Jesus to tell others about him – encourage the
children to tell others about Jesus.
❖ God saves his people, but he has chosen to work through us, as we spread the gospel, as
we teach people the Bible - God will save his people.
❖ For the older children you can perhaps talk about the fact that baptism was, and still is, a
symbol indicating salvation, but is not salvation. You can also discuss the prophecy about
Jesus in Isaiah and how it was fulfilled in Jesus.
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Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

NAME:___________________________________________________________________
LESSON FOUR: THE ETHIOPIAN: Acts 8: 26 – 40
Today’s letter tells the story of one of Jesus’ followers called Philip. He was
sent by an angel to a man from Ethiopia. This man was reading from the Old
Testament and so Philip asked him if he understood. But the man did not – so
Philip explained it to him. Philip told him about Jesus and the man believed in
Jesus and Philip baptised him. God is always working to save his people from
all over the world. Do you believe in Jesus? Are you one of God’s people?

Even though it was difficult to be a
Christian, many people like Philip were still
telling people about Jesus. We know that
God has plans for people to be saved and
to go to heaven if they believe in Jesus and
his death on the cross for their sins. We
should also tell others about Jesus. Do you
know anyone that you can talk to – just like
Philip talked to the
Ethiopian man?

This
term
we
are
learning
Philippians 2:9-11 (ESV). Try to
learn this for next week:
(9) Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him
the name that is above every name,
(10) so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow,

Acts 8: 35 Then Philip opened his
mouth, and beginning with this
Scripture he told him the good news
about Jesus. (ESV)

picture from http://www.sheknows.com/kids-activity-center/print/mommy-andgirl-reading and http://gainweb.info/philip-and-the-eunuch-coloring-page/philipand-the-eunuch-coloring-page-best-the-eunuch-images-on-warrior-queen-for-dayphilip-ethiopian-ideas/
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Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the
good news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they came to some
water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being
1
baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into
the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. (Acts 8:35 – 38, ESV)

Do you understand what you
are reading? (from Acts 8:30
ESV)

1

“How

can I, unless
someone guides
me?” (from Acts
8:31 ESV)

http://gainweb.info/philip‐and‐the‐eunuch‐coloring‐page/philip‐and‐the‐eunuch‐coloring‐page‐best‐the‐
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Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

LESSON FIVE: PAUL’S CONVERSION: Acts 9: 1 – 22
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Jesus’ command to witness, his ascension,
Pentecost, the healing of the lame man and the Ethiopian. Today we are continuing to learn
about the way in which the early church carried out Jesus’ instruction to them to be his
witnesses, which they did despite opposition. This story is about the conversion of Paul –
demonstrating how God grew his church despite opposition, and how that Paul immediately
started witnessing and was in turn persecuted.
OUTCOME: The main outcome of this series in the first part of Acts is to teach children Jesus’
commission to be his witnesses. While this command was given to those with him at the time,
because of the command to go to the ends of the earth – we know that this was not just meant
for them, but for all Christians. Throughout the book we will see how the various disciples
carried out his command and how God used their faithfulness to draw believers to himself. We
will also see that often they faced resistance – and we will learn from that too. The children will
be encouraged not only to submit their lives to Jesus, but also to tell others about the gospel.
Today the children will be encouraged to learn how that even those who look like they are
against God will turn to follow God if he calls them. No one can say no to God.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Acts 9:1 – 22
LESSON:
Tell the story – this has some good action and you can make it exciting. For the older children
you can point out Paul’s presence at the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:58). The following points
are important:
❖ God calls those he wants into his family – even if we resist him – God’s will is always done.
❖ God can save even the most unlikely people.
❖ This is a good illustration of “repenting” – turning around, remind the children of the
concept of repentance.
❖ As soon as Paul was saved – he started telling others about Jesus – and also found himself
the target of persecution.
❖ We must be telling others about Jesus and salvation – encourage the children to do this
and perhaps to talk about the opposition that they receive or think they may receive, and
to pray for courage to overcome this.
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Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

NAME:___________________________________________________________________
LESSON FIVE: PAUL’S CONVERSION: Acts 9: 1 – 22
In his letter Luke tells us about a man called Paul. Paul hated Christians
because he did not understand that Jesus was God’s son. Paul was a Jew
who thought that he really loved God and thought that he was doing a
good thing by attacking Christians. Then oneday he had the most amazing
experience – let’s see what the Bible says in Acts 9: 1 – 22.

Do you know some people who look like
they will never ever love Jesus? I think
that the people who knew Paul must have
thought the same about him.
But when God decided it was
the right time for Paul to turn
away from sin and to accept
Jesus as his saviour – God called Paul and
Paul listened to him. We should never give
up on people but we should keep telling
them about Jesus and praying for God to
call them into his family.
Remember that Jesus died for all who will
This
term
we
are
learning
believe
in
him.
Philippians 2:9-11 (ESV). Try to
learn this for next week:
(9) Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him
the name that is above every name,
(10) so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth,

But Saul increased all the
more in strength,
and confounded the Jews who
lived in Damascus by proving
that Jesus was the Christ.
(Acts 9:22 ESV)

picture from http://www.sheknows.com/kids-activity-center/print/mommy-andgirl-reading and http://blog.daum.net/chanyanghaja/8119078
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Who are you
Lord?

Saul, Saul,
why are you
persecuting
me?

From Acts 9: 1 – 22 ESV 3 Now as he (Paul) went on his way, he approached Damascus, and
suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground he heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?”
And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will
be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing
the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were
opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And
for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that
you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something
like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and
taking food, he was strengthened.
1
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Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

LESSON SIX: PETER HEALS: Acts 9: 32 – 43
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Jesus’ command to witness, his ascension,
Pentecost, the healing of the lame man, the Ethiopian, and the conversion of Paul. The children
are learning about the way in which the early church carried out Jesus’ instruction to them to
be his witnesses, which they did despite opposition. In this story we learn of the miracles that
Peter performed – which God used to lead people to faith in Jesus.
OUTCOME: The main outcome of this series in the first part of Acts is to teach children Jesus’
commission to be his witnesses. While this command was given to those with him at the time,
because of the command to go to the ends of the earth – we know that this was not just meant
for them, but for all Christians. Throughout the book we will see how the various disciples
carried out his command and how God used their faithfulness to draw believers to himself. We
will also see that often they faced resistance – and we will learn from that too. The children will
be encouraged not only to submit their lives to Jesus, but also to tell others about the gospel.
Today the children will learn that God used miracles to prove the truth of what the apostles
were saying (much like Jesus did), but that the point was always for people to hear the gospel
and be saved.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Acts 9:32 – 43
LESSON:
Tell the story of the two healings – they should be simple enough to understand. Try to teach
the following:
❖ Because many people had not heard about Jesus – in order for God to prove that what the
disciples were saying was true – God did miracles. Such amazing things could only happen
through the power of God. (v 34)
❖ Through the miracles many people turned to God and were saved by believing in Jesus. (vv
35 and 42)
❖ Remind the children of the importance of telling other people about salvation in Jesus –
ask them if they have been able to do this and encourage them and pray with them. Remind
those who are not saved of the need for repentance.
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Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

NAME:___________________________________________________________________
LESSON SIX: PETER HEALS: Acts 9: 32 – 43
Today we are going to learn more about Peter. You remember that Peter
was one of Jesus’ disciples and he was also the apostle that stood up and
preached on the day of Pentecost. Peter also healed the lame man. Peter
was always telling people about Jesus and through Jesus he healed many
people. Today we are going to learn more about what Peter did.

Peter was not scared to tell people about
Jesus. God gave him the power to heal
people so that everyone would know that
God was with him and that everything that
Peter was saying about Jesus was true.
Remember that Jesus died for all who will
believe in him. Do you believe that Jesus
died for you?

This
term
we
are
learning
Philippians 2:9-11 (ESV). Try to
learn this for next week:
(9) Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him
the name that is above every name,
(10) so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth,
(11) and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord,

Did you notice what happened after
Peter healed the people?
Read verses 35 And all the residents of
Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they
turned to the Lord. (Acts 9:35, ESV) and 42
And it became known throughout all Joppa,
and many believed in the Lord. (Acts 9:42,
ESV)

picture from http://www.sheknows.com/kids-activity-center/print/mommy-andgirl-reading and http://www.sundayschoollessons.com/sunfolderxn/image3.gif
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Tabitha,
arise
1

Acts 9:4 40 – 42 (ESV) But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and
prayed; and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her
eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his hand and raised
her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. And it
became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.
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Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

LESSON SEVEN: PETER AND CORNELIUS: Acts 10:1 – 11:18
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Jesus’ command to witness, his ascension,
Pentecost, the lame man, the Ethiopian, the conversion of Paul and Peter’s miracles. The children
are learning about the way in which the early church carried out Jesus’ instruction to them to
be his witnesses to all the ends of the earth, which they did despite opposition. Here they will
learn that the gospel is also for gentiles, and how the gospel was spread to the gentiles.
OUTCOME: The main outcome of this series in the first part of Acts is to teach children Jesus’
commission to be his witnesses. While this command was given to those with him at the time,
because of the command to go to the ends of the earth – we know that this was not just meant
for them, but for all Christians. Throughout the book we will see how the various disciples
carried out his command and how God used their faithfulness to draw believers to himself. We
will also see that often they faced resistance – and we will learn from that too. The children will
be encouraged not only to submit their lives to Jesus, but also to tell others about the gospel.
Today the children will be encouraged and challenged to spread the good news of salvation in
Jesus to all they meet, regardless of who they are, knowing that the gospel is for all.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Acts 10:1 – 11:18 (only as appropriate to your age group)
LESSON:
Tell the story, this might be easier than reading the whole story from the Bible as it is quite
long. Don’t get too bogged down in the Jewish dietary laws as this passage is about salvation
and not about food, but perhaps for the older children you can point out passages like Leviticus
11: 1 – 23 as a background. If this becomes a problem for the children, then teach them that
the reason for God’s dietary laws (clean and unclean) was to distinguish them from other people
– to set them aside as his pure people. Now that the gospel has been opened up to all people,
this is no longer necessary, and all Christians are now God’s special people, set apart and
distinguished by our holiness.
The important points from this story are simple:
❖ Salvation is not only for Jews – but for everyone from every nation, so we must tell everyone
about Jesus. (10: 34 – 35)
❖ Salvation is not achieved by obeying laws – but by faith in Jesus. (10:43)
❖ The older children should read through Peter’s sermon – it is a great summary of the gospel
– talk about these points. (10:34 – 43)
❖ God is helping the disciples to carry out his instruction from Acts 1:8.
❖ Encourage the children again to examine their lives to see that they are saved, and to
witness to others for Jesus.
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Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

NAME:___________________________________________________________________
LESSON SEVEN: PETER AND CORNELIUS: Acts 10:1 – 11:18
1

Today we are going to learn a slightly complicated story that Luke wrote in his
letter – but it is very important so we need to try and understand it. It might
look like it is about eating food – but it is about things that are so much more
important than that. It is actually God teaching the disciples that God has
planned for people from all over the world to become Christians, even those
who live in South Africa!

After Peter had this dream he went to
visit Cornelius. Cornelius was a Gentile,
not a Jew. BUT God had shown Peter
that salvation through Jesus was for the
Jews and the Gentiles.
This means that every person can be
saved by believing in Jesus, not by keeping
certain laws. After Peter preached to
the gentiles, they accepted Jesus as their
Saviour, and became Christians.
Do you believe that Jesus died to take
the punishment for your sins?
This
term
we
are
learning
Philippians 2:9-11 (ESV). Try to
learn this for next week:
(9) Therefore God has highly exalted
him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name, (10) so
that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, (11) and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

So Peter opened his mouth and said:
“Truly I understand that God shows
no partiality, but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what
is right is acceptable to him. (Acts
10:34-35, ESV)
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When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God,
saying,
“Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that
1
leads to life.” (Acts 11:18, ESV)

“Truly I understand that God
shows no partiality, but in every
nation anyone who fears him and
does what is right is acceptable to
him. (Acts 10:34‐35 ESV)
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Faith in ACTion
The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

LESSON EIGHT: GOD RESCUES PETER FROM PRISON Acts 12:1 – 24
BACKGROUND: The children have learnt about Jesus’ command to witness, his ascension,
Pentecost, the lame man, the Ethiopian, the conversion of Paul, Peter’s miracles and Peter’s
vision. The children are learning about the way in which the early church carried out Jesus’
instruction to them to be his witnesses to all the ends of the earth, which they did despite
opposition. Today we will learn of more opposition and again how people continued to believe
the gospel as God called some to himself.
OUTCOME: The main outcome of this series in the first part of Acts is to teach children Jesus’
commission to be his witnesses. While this command was given to those with him at the time,
because of the command to go to the ends of the earth – we know that this was not just meant
for them, but for all Christians. Throughout the book we will see how the various disciples
carried out his command and how God used their faithfulness to draw believers to himself. We
will also see that often they faced resistance – and we will learn from that too. The children will
be encouraged not only to submit their lives to Jesus, but also to tell others about the gospel
Today the children will learn of the faithfulness of the apostles in teaching people the gospel,
and of God’s faithfulness in looking after his people. This should encourage them to tell others
about salvation in Jesus.
BIBLE REFERENCE: Acts 12:1 – 24
LESSON:
This is a fun story to teach and the important points from this story are:
❖ Peter and the others were faithful to Jesus’ instruction even though they knew they could
be imprisoned – a great challenge for us. Again you might like to remind the children that
is some countries people are still put in prison for believing in Jesus and telling others about
him – you might make this a prayer point.
❖ God was faithful to protect his children.
❖ God punished Herod – note that God does not always punish his enemies in this lifetime,
but they will be punished in eternity.
❖ Encourage the children again to examine their lives to see that they are saved, and to
witness to others for Jesus.
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Faith in ACTion

The early church through Acts: Acts 1 – 12
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8 ESV)

NAME:___________________________________________________________________
LESSON EIGHT: GOD RESCUES PETER FROM PRISON Acts 12:1 – 24
1

This is the last story that we are going to be learning from the letters that
Luke wrote to Theophilus – an amazing story of God’s power – it is also a bit
of a funny story! We see that God will make sure that the gospel is spread
even if people try to stop it. We see how brave the apostles were in spreading
the gospel even though they could and did end up in prison for doing so.

Peter was arrested for telling people
about Jesus. The church prayed for him
and God sent an angel to rescue Peter.
We see in verse 24 that this did not stop
people from believing in God. Isn’t it
amazing that God keeps bringing people
into his family even when people try to
stop God?
Well done if you have learnt this
verse this term, Philippians 2:9-11
(ESV): (9) Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, (10) so
that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, (11) and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.

We have seen throughout this series on the Book of Acts that the Christians did
not stop telling others about Jesus and God did not stop bringing people into his
family.
Do you believe that Jesus died to take the punishment for your sin?
Do you remember to tell others about Jesus?
picture from http://www.sheknows.com/kids‐activity‐center/print/mommy‐and‐
girl‐reading and from http://www.deeptruths.com/daily‐bread/images/acts1‐10.jpg
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Acts 12: 6 – 11 (ESV) 6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping
between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. 7 And
behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and
1
woke him,
saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to him, “Dress
yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and
follow me.” 9 And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel
was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 When they had passed the first and the second guard, they
came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and
went along one street, and immediately the angel left him. 11 When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I
am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish
people were expecting.”

From Acts 12:7,8 (ESV)

Get up quickly
Dress yourself
and put on your
sandals.
Wrap your cloak
around you and
follow me.
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